
BRIDGING PERSPECTIVES: HUMAN RIGHTS DIALOGUES BETWEEN RUSSIA AND EUROPE
The Future of Human Rights in Russia and the Challenges of European Fundamental Rights

Since the start of the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, Russian civic space has shrunk with the 
final shutdown of independent media and NGOs. This evolution   affected the fundamental rights and freedoms 
of individuals, who now have no legal guarantees to be protected from the authorities� abuse of power. 
Although Russia is far from adopting a democratic trajectory, it is crucial to assess the current state of human 
rights in the country and to explore the avenues it can take when the war ends. 

On the other hand, the European Union (EU), having passed through the history of wars and conflicts, has 
transformed into a  Union founded on the principles of democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. In this 
regard, the EU has valuable insights to offer. However, the EU itself is facing a number of challenges, starting 
from climate change, which has repercussions on human rights, to the backsliding of democracies. In the end, 
the question is whether the European Union has as many powers as obligations to forge the observance of 
human rights. Those questions are intertwined into what can be an interesting comparative perspective of two 
human rights systems.

With this approach in mind, Ghent University�s Eureast Platform together with the Irish Centre for Human 
Rights and School of Law at the University of Galway, and in collaboration with the Elena Bonner School 
of Human Rights, are launching an Online School on Human Rights 2024. This project is supported by the 
European Commission Foreign Policy Instrument initiative �EU Public Diplomacy�-�Russia�.

This Online School will welcome both Russian and European students and invite them to delve into human 
rights issues from two perspectives. First, the School will present an  outlook on  the deteriorating state 
of affairs of human rights in Russia with its root causes and repercussions. Second, as for the European 
perspective, the School will provide an opportunity to examine the human rights construction in the European 
Union, focusing on  climate change, migration, democracy and human rights nexuses. The program will also 
encompass a historical analysis of the transition to democracy and the restoration of human rights safeguards 
in some European countries.

This Online School offers a unique opportunity for European and Russian students to exchange views on critical 
human rights issues. In the current context, where institutional contacts with Russian universities and students 
are limited, this School will provide a valuable space for such interactions.
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