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•
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY KHARAGPUR

No. IIT/Acad./ 350.A01/2024 Date: January 29, 2024

The undersigned is to convey that the Senate at its 350 Meeting held on January 19,
2024 recommended to Board of Governors (BoG) of the Institute for consideration and
approval for the creation of the following two new Centres:

(i) Centre of Excellence in Public Policy, Law and Governance

(ii) Centre of Excellence in Sustainable Development

This is for kind information and necessary action.

L·­pefa / Registrar

To
Joint Registrar (E-III) - for information & necessary action please

Copy to:
( 1) Dean, (FoE&A /FoS / FoID&BTBS)
(2) Associate Dean, (FoE&A/FoS/ FolD&BTBS)
(3) Joint Registrar (Academic)
(4) Deputy Registrar (Academic)
(5) Assistant Registrar (Academic)
(6) Secretary to Director
(7) Secretary, Deputy Director's Office
(8) Secretary, Registrar's Office

Annexure:BoG-211-6
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•
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

IN

PUBLIC POLICY, LAWAND GOVERNANCE

About the Centre

The Centre of Public Policy, Law and Governance is designed to create leaders with deep
understanding of public policy, law and governance issues confronting the global and domestic
economy. Equipped with conceptual understanding, methodological skill building and real
world problem orientation, the CPPLG aims to create policy and legal analysts catered to
address the complex, multi- layered and interrelated governance aspects facing the world at
present. Issues such as democratic backsliding, economic inequality, disruptive technologies,
climate change, and armed conflict call for interdisciplinary, skilled and versatile professionals
who not only have an analytical and nuanced understanding of these challenges but are also
willing to move to action and make a contribution to good and responsible governance at the
local, national, regional or global scale.

The need for a Centre on public policy, law and governance need not be overemphasized.
Public policy plays a crucial role in the global context . It helps nations collaborate to address
global challenges like climate change, public health crises, and poverty, which require
coordinated efforts and international agreements. Policies related to diplomacy and conflict
resolution are essential for maintaining global peace and security. International agreements and
organizations, like the United Nations, are rooted in public policy. International trade and
economic policies impact global economic stability. Agreements such as the World Trade
Organization (WTO) influence trade regulations, tariffs, and economic cooperation. Public
policies guide nations in upholding human rights standards, promoting social justice, and
addressing issues like refugees and migration. Public policy from a global perspective is
essential for addressing complex, interconnected challenges and promoting cooperation among
nations to achieve common goals.

In Indian context, compelling reasons exist for creation of necessary knowledge in the
domain. India is the world's largest democracy, and the effective functioning of this system
relies heavily on public policies, laws, and governance structures. Understanding these subjects
is essential for informed citizenry and active participation in the democratic process. The study
of policies allows for critical analysis and improvement of social programs, ensuring they reach
the intended beneficiaries and address pressing issues such as poverty, healthcare, education,
and more. Well-crafted public policies and sound legal frameworks are instrumental in
promoting economic growth and development. A deep understanding of these areas can help
formulate policies that encourage entrepreneurship, investment, and trade, driving economic
progress. Studying governance structures helps identify and rectify inefficiencies, corruption,
and administrative challenges, ultimately promoting transparency, accountability, and public
trust. The study of public policy, law, and governance is of immense significance in
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contemporary India. These fields not only help in crafting a more just and equitable society but
also in maintaining a stable and prosperous nation within the global arena.

The Centre is designed to cater to the global and domestic demands of present times with a
futuristic perspective. It will provide rigorous training in analytical frameworks and methods
and engage in solving real world problems facing governments, organizations and society at
large. Law being a major instrument of public policy, the course will expose the students to
diverse legal domains, while honing their skills in the art of advocacy, diplomacy and
negotiations. The blend of public policy with law will provide a unique edge to students to
appreciate and use policy analytics enabled by law in problem resolution.

Activities of the School

The CPPLG will engage in the following activities:

1. Academic Programs
2. Sponsored Projects & Consultancies to Government departments, organizations and

companies
3. Training Programs for officials in Govt. departments, industry

Programs Offered

The CPPLG will initially offer three programs:

1. Master's in Public Policy, Law and Governance (2 years)
2. One year Executive Program in Public Policy, Law and Governance
3. Ph.D ( Institute Scholars/ Sponsored/Working professionals)

Placement/Internships

Students pursuing the programs will have immense opportunities in the following domains:

• Academic Institutions, Legal research, policy analysis, academic teaching
• Government agencies, Public Policy Institutes, Private consulting firms;

Government legal departments;
• International Organizations, NGOs; health advocacy; Department of Social

Services;
• Think Tanks;
• Corporate Bodies; Regulatory compliance, policy strategy, risk management;

•
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•
PROPOSAL FOR

CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

MISSION

Sustainable Development is the ruling paradigm globally and it is essential that society and
industry imbibe and inculcate the values that will help to achieve the United Nations'
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The Mission of the proposed Centre of Excellence in
Sustainable Development (CoE-SD) is to provide knowledge and expertise to society and
industry to achieve the SDGs. To this end, students of the CoE-SD will learn, explore and
disseminate the knowledge and experience gained in the Centre.

ACTIVITIES

The Centre will be primarily involved in research, teaching, and consulting activities related to
Sustainable Development. It will also foster industry-academia collaboration, community
welfare activities and create a global network of academic institutions working for sustainable

development.

Major areas of research include monitoring of air and water quality, designing innovative
treatment methods for removal of pollutants from water and wastewater, detection and
monitoring of emerging contaminants such as pesticides, antibiotics, disinfection by-products,
etc in different environmental media, environmental risk assessment, and solid and hazardous
waste management. Treatment and management of new waste streams like plastic and e­

waste is another major area of research and teaching.

FACILITIES

CoE-SD will be well-equipped with high-tech analytical instruments that are capable of
detecting and quantifying pollutants down to the nanogram/L level.

PROGRAMS OFFERED

The main activity of the Centre will be research and development through institute and
sponsored research. Research scholars will be recruited to carry out the research.

CoE-SD is proposing to offer an M.Tech. degree in Sustainable Science and Engineering. Details
of the proposed degree program can be provided separately.

FACULTY

Dr. Shamik Chowdhury, Ph.D. {Environmental Science and Engineering, NUS, Singapore) will

be associated with the centre.

The Centre also proposes to work with relevant faculty members from other Departments,

Centres and Schools in the Institute.
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