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ALISSAR ZAGHLOUT DBAIBO
American University of Beirut Medical 
Center (AUBMC)

I am a senior public health specialist with over a decade of field experience in regional and 
emergency settings, with a strong focus on public health intersections, outbreak preparedness 
and response, and immunization programs. I have worked at the country level in Lebanon with 
the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Ministry of Public Health (MoPH), contributing to 
epidemiology, surveillance, and evidence-informed public health decision-making. My experience 
also includes work with the Lebanese Red Cross, the Center for Infectious Diseases Research at 
the American University of Beirut, and non-governmental organizations across humanitarian 
contexts in the West Asia and North Africa (WANA) region. In parallel, my work spans digital 
rights, with an emphasis on ethical, inclusive, and rights-based approaches to public health 
interventions. I am deeply committed to global health and a strong advocate for vaccines and 
immunization as critical tools for protecting public health and reducing inequities, particularly in 
crisis-a�ected settings.



GHASSAN DBAIBO
American University of Beirut Medical 
Center (AUBMC)

Professor and Vice-Chair for Research and Faculty Development
Department of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine
Head, Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases
Director, Center for Infectious Diseases Research
Co-Director, Primary Immunodeficiency Diseases Program
Professor, Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics
American University of Beirut

After graduating from the American University of Beirut (AUB), Dr. Dbaibo trained in Pediatrics 
and Pediatric Infectious Diseases at Duke University in North Carolina, USA and became 
American Board-certified in Pediatrics and Pediatric Infectious Diseases. After joining the faculty 
there for two years, Dr. Dbaibo moved back to AUB where he is now Professor of Pediatrics and 
Adolescent Medicine and Professor of Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics. He is the Founding 
Head, Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases, which he established in 2009. He is also the 
Founding Director of the Center for Infectious Diseases Research based at AUB. He is also 
founder and co-director of the Primary Immunodeficiency Diseases Program at AUB Medical 
Center and the Founding Director of the National Neonatal Screening Program for Primary 
Immunodeficiency Diseases (NaSPID). Dr. Dbaibo is a member of the Regional Technical Advisory 
Group for the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Regional O�ce, the Product Development of 
Vaccines Advisory Committee for the WHO, and the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) 
in immunizations at the WHO. He has authored more than 200 publications in peer-reviewed 
journals.



GHASSAN MATAR 
American University of Beirut Medical 
Center (AUBMC)

Dr. Ghassan M. Matar is currently a Tenured Professor and Chairperson in the Department of 
Experimental Pathology, Immunology & Microbiology, Co-Director of the Center for Infectious 
Diseases Research (CIDR) and Director of the WHO Collaborating Center for Reference and 
Research on Bacterial Pathogens at the Faculty of Medicine, American University of Beirut (AUB), 
Beirut, Lebanon. Prof. Matar is also an Adjunct Prof. at the Dept. of Infectious Diseases, MD 
Anderson, University of Texas, USA.

To present Prof. Matar published 168 articles in refereed international journals and presented 
more than 160 abstracts in international, regional and local conferences. He received funding 
from various extramural sources including CDC (BAA), CDC CRDF, WHO EMRO, US Dept. of 
Defense (DOD), WHO-AGISAR, Lebanese Ministry of Health (MoPH) and pharmaceutical 
companies.

Professor Matar’s research interests include: 1) Molecular epidemiology of foodborne pathogens 
and mechanisms of antimicrobial resistance in pathogenic bacteria, 2) Combating antimicrobial 
resistance by combination therapy and Bacteriophage therapy 4) Genetic basis of biofilm 
production in bacteria from patients with nosocomial infections and potential inhibition of biofilm 
formation, Microbiome and Genetic Diseases.



KAMEL SENOUCI
DIRECTOR OF ADVAC

Kamel Senouci is the Director of the ADVAC course at the University of Geneva. He has more 
than 20 years of work in public health, with a strong experience in vaccines and infectious 
diseases in low and middle income countries.

Most recently Kamel was a Deputy Director at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation in the Polio 
Program, the Regional Immunization Advisor at UNICEF for the Middle East and North Africa and 
the coordinator of the Decade of Vaccines secretariat at the WHO. He was also the director of 
the SIVAC Initiative at AMP which provided direct technical assistance to strengthen and 
establish NITAGs in countries. He also worked at PAHO as a medical o�cer for IHR and outbreak 
response and as a medical o�cer at the French MoH.

Kamel is a Medical Doctor with a Public Health Specialty from Paris University. He also earned a 
Master of Science in Epidemiology from Paris University and a Master of Science, Health policy, 
planning and financing from London School of Economics and London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine.



LOUISE HENAFF 
World Health Organization (WHO)

Louise Hena� joined the Department of Immunization, Vaccines and Biologicals at WHO 
Headquarters in June 2017. She currently serves as the Executive Secretary of the Global NITAG 
Network (GNN), where she leads e�orts to promote collaboration and peer-to-peer learning 
among National Immunization Technical Advisory Groups (NITAGs) worldwide. In this role, she 
organizes the biannual Global NITAG Network meetings, and a series of thematic webinars aimed 
at facilitating the exchange of best practices and strengthening evidence-informed immunization 
policy-making.

Ms. Hena� plays a central role in driving WHO’s global strategy to support NITAGs and 
institutionalize evidence-based decision-making at the country level. She oversees all NITAG 
strengthening activities in close coordination with WHO regional o�ces and global partners, 
including the development of training, tools, and guidance. Additionally, she serves as the focal 
point for communication and knowledge translation for the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts 
on Immunization (SAGE), contributing to the dissemination of global immunization policies and 
recommendations.

Prior to joining WHO, she worked as Knowledge and Network Manager at the "Agence de 
Médecine Préventive" (AMP), where she played a key role in establishing international networks 
and supporting capacity building for immunization stakeholders. In her spare time, Louise 
indulges in radio-documentary making. Several of her documentaries have been broadcast on 
France Culture, the French National Radio.



RIMA WAKIM
American University of Beirut Medical 
Center (AUBMC)

Dr. Rima Hanna-Wakim is an Associate Professor of Clinical Pediatrics and Pediatric Infectious 
Diseases at the American University of Beirut (AUB). She received her medical degree from the 
Lebanese University Medical School in 1997. She completed her pediatric residency training at 
the American University of Beirut and SUNY Upstate Medical University in Syracuse, New York, 
graduating in 2004, followed by a fellowship in Pediatric Infectious Diseases at Stanford 
University, California. She joined the faculty at the American University of Beirut in 2008 and is 
American Board–certified in both Pediatrics and Pediatric Infectious Diseases.

Dr. Rima Hanna-Wakim’s clinical and research interests encompass pediatric infectious diseases, 
with particular emphasis on antimicrobial resistance and primary immunodeficiency disorders.

She serves as the director of the fellowship program in Pediatric Infectious Diseases and is the 
Co-Director of the Primary Immunodeficiency Diseases Program at AUB.

Dr. Rima Hanna-Wakim is an active member of the Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA) 
and the European Society for Immunodeficiencies (ESID).
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IIn accordance with the Standards for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing 
Education issued by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the 
HPDC at AUB requires the identification, mitigation, and disclosure of all relevant financial 
relationships of planners, faculty, and others in control of educational content, to ensure 
accredited continuing education activities are free of commercial bias.

The following Scientific Advisory Council members have indicated that they have a relevant 
financial relationship, which in the context of their presentation(s), could be perceived as a 
potential conflict of interest:

The following Scientific Advisory Council members have indicated they have no relevant financial 
relationship which, in the context of their presentation(s), could be perceived as a potential 
conflict of interest:

• Alissar Zaghlout Dbaibo
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• Kamel Senouci
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