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Prof. Makhlouf J. Haddadin
retired from the American University of Beirut (AUB)
in Spring 2022 after 57 years of distinguished service
to Lebanon, AUB and the community at large.

Prof. Haddadin was particularly fond of Arabic poetry
and has written many Arabic poems.

This booklet lists some of them.
On September 21, 2022, Professor Makhlouf Haddadin

sadly passed away in his native Jordan.
May he rest in peace.

Makhlouf Impacting His Siblings

Before Makhlouf became a university student at AUB, he had been a role model for his
younger siblings, three boys and one girl. They all followed his suit and consistently came
out top of their respective classes. Makhlouf scored the first rank in his class ever-since
grade school at Asbaliyya school. He also led the extracurricular activities since his teens.
For lack of means of amusements, he initiated at home contests among the siblings in Arabic
poetry recitals. One contestant recites a line to which his opponent responds on condition
that his line starts with the same letter as the first contestant’s line ended.

He also spread the love for Aroodh ((pgj=ll), the rhythms of Arabic poetry. He wrote Arabic
poetry himself in his high school years and while a student at AUB (1953-1959). Makhlouf
also established Al Muwaffaq football club in the neighborhood and entered competition
with other clubs of Amman.

His role in impacting the cultural turns in his family was felt after he enrolled as a student
at AUB. The family started to enjoy western music and dances, and Makhlouf would

tell stories that carry cultural meanings of the West. His most valuable impact was

the inspiration he gave to his younger siblings to pursue graduate work. Two of them
pursued and were awarded Ph.D. degrees (Engineering and Pharmacy) from renowned

US universities, and one pursued high specialization in surgery in the UK. All served with
competence and earned recognition of their role in advancing their respective fields in
Jordan. They all admit that Makhlouf’s excellence in academia including research and fond
of culture and literature, to name a few, had a profound impact on them to the extent that he
indirectly shaped their careers. This list bypasses his valuable financial contributions

to each one of them and to the family as a collective entity.

Written by

Munther J. Haddadin, BSCE, M.Sc, Ph.D
Former Minister

Former Senator

Jordan
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Prof. Makhlouf Haddadin was honored on the occasion ’-ﬂg* ol
of the International Year of Chemistry (IYC2011) during & .
the First Organic Chemistry Competition that was — H
organized on February 7, 2011 at AUB. N i"
Former AUB President Peter Dorman handed the AUB Life 3 Y
Achievement Award to Prof. Haddadin. % .
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Post 1 by Dr. Bilal R. Kaafarani on April 11, 2022

“Today was Prof. Makhlouf Haddadin’s last teaching
day at AUB. Prof. Haddadin has decided to retire at the
end of this semester. Prof. Haddadin has served AUB
with much distinction for 57 years. Prof. Haddadin is a
giant and our department will never be the same after

his retirement. Nobody will ever be able to fill his shoes...

On Feb 7, 2011, we held the first ceremony honoring
Prof. Haddadin during the First Organic Chemistry
Competition (1st initiative of our TrEd) that was held

on the occasion of the International Year of Chemistry
(IYC2011). A special video (https://youtu.be/qoEC7t-
Pu2H4) was played before the honoring ceremony, which
was endorsed by UNESCO and the International Union of
Pure & Applied Chemistry (IUPAC).

On Feb 8, 2011, we launched the drive to raise funds
to establish the Makhlouf Haddadin Endowment (2nd
initiative of our TrEd) and at the end of Spring 2011 we
awarded the first Makhlouf Haddadin Student Awards
to distinguished graduating chemistry undergraduate
and graduate students.

On Mar 18, 2015, we launched the Makhlouf Haddadin
Lectureship on the occasion of Haddadin’s 80th birth-
day and 50 years of distinguished service at AUB (here
are some glimpses from the gala dinner that followed

the lectureship inauguration:
https://youtu.be/VjZAaviHfWA). Up to date,

11 renowned chemists from all over the world have de-
livered Makhlouf Haddadin Lectures. The website www.
aub.edu.lb/haddadin documents the Makhlouf Hadda-
din Student Awards and Lectureship.

We will continue to honor Prof. Haddadin’s legacy with
the Makhlouf Haddadin Student Awards & Makhlouf
Haddadin Lectures.

On Oct 6-7, 2022 and after a halt for two years because
of the pandemic, we will be organizing the 2022 Makh-
louf Haddadin Symposium. Ten renowned speakers
will be delivering plenary Makhlouf Haddadin Lectures
during this Symposium. The speakers include Edi-
tor-In-Chiefs and Associate Editors of prestigious chem-
istry & materials journals (four Editor-In-Chiefs, two
former Editor-In-Chiefs, and four Associate Editors).
We will be celebrating Prof. Haddadin’s lifetime contri-
bution to AUB, Department of Chemistry, and the com-
munity at large during the 2022 Makhlouf Haddadin
Symposium.

For the last 57 years, Prof. Haddadin has been getting a
yearly work permit in Lebanon. Prof. Haddadin will be
heading back to his homeland Jordan in June.”

N\

“Well deserved best wishes for a healthy
and happy retirement.”

Rudaynah Shoujah

Head Of Department at American University

of Beirut

“True leader, humble professor and a
great human being! Came from Jordan
with my uncle Othman Abu-Gheida to
AUB back in the 1950s. I and my other
four cousins went to AUB because of
Othman who always mentioned to us
Dr. Haddadin! Congratulations Prof.
Haddadin for this well-deserved and
honorary retirement.”

Ibrahim Abu-Gheida MD
Head Of Department at Burjeel Medical City

“I have a tear and a smile as a recall one
of the best inspiring teachers I ever met

in my life. A tear for fond remembrance
and gratitude. The smile for the feeling of
accomplishment and pride Dr. Haddadin
exudes to Beirut and AUB. I will never
forget organic chemistry lessons and his
amazing spirit. One of the foundations of
AUB. A role model for many indeed. Taught
me and taught my daughter and hence we
are genuinely grateful. Thank you Prof.
Bilal Kaafarani for your relentless effort to
keep AUB dept of Chemistry distinguished
and to recognize the giants that gave

AUB its soul. My well wishes to all at AUB
chemistry and specially to Prof. Haddadin.
Best Regards.”

VAN

Ramzi Moufarrej
Chief Medical Officer at Capital Health

“Congratulations Dr. Haddadin! The Hiba Hajj

chemistry department will not be the

same without you. I remember you of Beirut

teaching from the heart not from the
book. Thank you for all you taught us
and for the happy memories”

Ghinwa Hassan

Physician

Associate Professor at the American University

\/_
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“Glad I took his course in 1997! One of
the best hands-on courses I ever had in
organic chemistry anywhere & I took a
bunch. My two secret molecules were
cholesterol and benzonitrile. Happy
retirement Professor. You earned it.”

Hassan H. Rmaile
VP & GM - Label & Graphics Materials (LGM)
EMENA at Avery Dennison

“I cannot forget the story of Dr. Haddadin
and the Beirut Reaction with heterocycles
which was used in creating anti-
inflammatory and anticancer drugs!!!
Naming it after Beirut due to your love

to that city which is and always will be

proud of people like you... As I am proud

to be one of your students who used to
love chemistry and knew why I love it

even more after hearing your amazing
timeless lectures... Happy retirement.”

Daniel E1 Masri, MD
Radiology Fellow at University Hospitals Bonn

\/_




“True Legend.”

Dr. Ali Kaouk
Scientist | Amateur Chef | Vice-president and
founding member of WAAAUB Germany Chapter

\/_
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“Congratulations to your stellar dedication
prof Haddadine. Your love to AUB and
Lebanon is no simple equation. You will be
greatly missed.”

Laila Farhood
Dean of the Hariri School of Nursing at Ameri-
can University of Beirut

/N

“I was honored and privileged to be taught
by such a great professor. I can never for-
get his lectures. Dr. Kaafarani I see that you
will follow on the footsteps of Dr. Hadda-
din. You have also left an imprint in me. I
was one of the first generation you taught
in organic chemistry. Good luck.”

Rabih Andary
Pediatric Consultant at Dr. Sulaiman AL Habib
Medical Group

“Happy Retirement Professor Haddadin,

I remember your distinctive teaching style
with lots of history involved. You brought
a positive energy into the lecturer hall. You
once said to me, you will go far, and you
were right! Thanks for the motivation.”

Amani Z.
Plasma Physicist

\/_

“I count myself very fortunate to have
been one of his students in the late 80s. He
inspired multiple generation and left an
immense legacy. We forever will be in debt
for Prof. Haddadin and continue to honor
him with our work across the globe.”

Simon Haydar
Senior Vice President - Head of Integrated Drug
Discovery

Laura Rizk
Principal at Collége St. Elie Btina

“He will be really missed at AUB. Enjoy
your retirement Dr. Haddadin.”

“So honored to have once been taught by
such a legend. Organic chemistry made
so much sense with him. Thank you for all
your dedication and love for teaching.”

Melody Saikali, MSc., CPPS

Senior Patient Safety Officer-Lebanese Hospital
Geitawi-UMC; National Surveyor-Ministry of
Public Health, Lebanon

Haddadin!”

Khabib Dgayli

“A role model for me and countless gen-
erations of students in the Faculty of Arts
& Sciences. Happy retirement Professor

o~

/N

“Dr. Haddadin has been an inspiration to
so many of us at AUB over the years. He
leaves having achieved great things.”

Steve Harvey
Chief Learning Officer at SuccessFinder

“He should have been issued an honorary
citizenship of Lebanon and not an annu-

al work permit for 57 years. Not that it
matters to him anyways, but just as a sign
of gratitude from the Country that Prof.
Haddadin has contributed to its people>s
wellbeing and to humanity via his teaching,
academia and research.”

Daniel Hamadeh
Director Spectrum and Regulatory Affairs, Eu-
rope Middle East & Africa at Motorola Solutions

V
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Pulmonary and Critical Care Fellow at Universi-

“Loved how every 20 minutes of organic
chemistry, we got 2 minutes of philoso-
phy...15 years later, I still remember the
pearls he shared... “On Carbocations: A
positive charge is like wealth, too much of
it in one place is destabilizing for the whole
molecule and country”. Happy retirement
Prof. Haddadin! Thank you for your dedi-
cated service and years of teaching.”

Joe El-Khoury
Associate Professor of Laboratory Medicine at
Yale School of Medicine

ty of Massachusetts Medical School

VAN

“Dr. Haddadin was my professor back in
the early 2000s. He was a pillar in the
chemistry department at AUB. What a kind
man and a stellar educator. Congratula-
tions on your retirement.”

Lara Semaan
High-School Science Teacher

\/_
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Post 2 by Dr. Bilal R. \/_ : . made this institution
Kaafaraﬁi on June 9, 2022 “ iVl ggjl (pa” Hisham Jaroudi what it is and will
always be.”
Eli Saadeh . . .
“He attended almost every “A Legacy” fane saade Post by Dr. Ibrahim Lina Tannir
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for the last 57 years. Prof. Huda Abu-Saad Huijer “We stand on the \/_
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egacy . mentor and support that
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on Campus. As Lara

\/ mentioned a giant.”

“A great man”

“Send my warmest regards Aghiad Al-Kutoubi

to Prof. Haddadin”

/\ Katia Zakhem Nakhle

“Well deserved Prof.
Makhlouf Haddadin.
Congratulations and
best wishes.”

Rabih Al-Kaysi

Abdussalam Kamal




Message
of the President
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Dear members of the AUB community,

It is with a very heavy heart that I write to inform you of the passing of our esteemed Professor
Makhlouf Haddadin. A pioneer in the field of organic chemistry, an icon at the American University
of Beirut, and a beloved friend and mentor to so many, Dr. Haddadin’s loss will reverberate across
this campus and around the world for a long time to come.

To say that Makhlouf Haddadin was an institution at the American University of Beirut barely does
justice to his myriad contributions to this university and its community over the past six decades.
First and foremost, he was an exemplary teacher and mentor, passing on his passion for organic
chemistry to generations of AUB students. He was also renowned in the classroom and among
colleagues for his humor, modesty, and dedication to his craft, as well as for sharing his love of
Arabic history, literature, and poetry. After 57 years, Professor Haddadin taught his last class in
spring 2022 and retired just a few short months ago, returning to his native Jordan.

A skilled yet always humble leader, Dr. Haddadin served AUB in numerous administrative
capacities and through some of the most difficult years the university has faced. He was vice
president for academic affairs from 1987 to 1999 and stepped up to serve as acting president in
1998, 1999, and 2015. In addition, he was acting dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences and the
Faculty of Health Sciences, acting deputy president numerous times, and—lastly—senior advisor to
the president from 2015 until his retirement. In that capacity, he shared his unique perspective and
provided a wealth of insights for which I am and always will be profoundly grateful.

His achievements in the area of heterocyclic chemistry are no less, if not more, impressive.

Chief among these was his co-discovery of the Beirut Reaction with Professor Costas Issidorides in
1965 that made a major impact in the field of pharmaceutical chemistry and led to more than 40
patents around the world. Most recently, he discovered along with Distinguished Professor Mark

J. Kurth the Davis-Beirut Reaction, so named in 2011. He is the author of more than 100 scholarly
papers published in prestigious international journals and the recipient of numerous awards and
accolades, including serving as a member of the Lebanese Academy of Sciences.

Professor Haddadin was born in the village of Ma’in, Jordan on March 21, 1935 and was later
awarded a full scholarship from the Jordanian Ministry of Education to attend the American
University of Beirut, where he earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in chemistry (BS ’57,
MS ’59). He then attended the University of Colorado at Boulder for his doctorate in organic
chemistry (PhD ’62). Following post-doctoral work at Harvard University, Dr. Haddadin returned
to his alma mater and made it his home. He was invited to numerous prestigious universities for
sabbaticals, research leaves, and as a distinguished lecturer, but always returned to AUB, which
he considered his university and his home.

For his outstanding lifetime of service to this institution and for his extraordinary accomplishments
as a scientist and educator, Dr. Haddadin was to receive the University Medal—one of AUB’s
highest honors—to be presented to him at the 2022 Makhlouf Haddadin Symposium on October
6-7 that was planned as a celebration of his life and contributions to the university and the field.
Makhlouf’s unanimous election by the Board of Trustees to this final honor was announced to him
in front of his final chemistry class at AUB.

The symposium will go forward, but will now be held in honor of his memory. The University Medal
will be bestowed upon him posthumously and presented to his family. The entire AUB community
is encouraged to attend the symposium to pay tribute to this paragon of AUB.

Makhlouf Haddadin’s legacy will forever live on at the American University of Beirut. He leaves
behind a lifetime of incomparable service as an impactful educator, dedicated mentor, renowned
scientist, and beloved colleague.

Alas, the giants cannot forever inhabit this earth. We must learn from them while they give us time.
May God Rest his Great Soul.

Sincerely,

Fadlo R. Khuri, MD | President
September 21, 2022
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