
MDBC EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Objective – To encourage MDBC graduate students to publish high-quality research early in program and thereby enhance competitive ranking with external scholarship sources and future postdoctoral fellowships.
Publication Criteria – An original research publication that is accepted in a peer-reviewed journal considered to be highly influential within the field of study. It must contain novel research findings or contributions (e.g., high quality methodological work in bioinformatics-related areas) and cannot be a review of the field. The article can be ‘in-press’. Pre-prints must be accompanied by an acceptance letter from a peer-reviewed journal. 
Nomination – Self-nomination by MDBC student with supervisor approval. Student will submit a copy of the publication along with evidence of acceptance from the journal.
Award Categories – PhD and MSc, 1 award in each category.

Value  – $2000 for each award. These are competitive awards, and only one award per category will be offered per year. There will continue to be $500 publication prizes available to MDBC students outside this award. 

Submission Deadline – Annually, August 1st.
Eligibility
1) Time in Program

· MSc award: Students must have had the paper accepted for publication within 24 months of program entry.
· PhD award:  Students must have had the paper accepted for publication within 24 months of program entry if previously completed an MSc, or 28 months if transferred to a PhD program (must transfer by Dec 31st of the year in which the application is made).
2) Authorship

· The student must have primary (first or equivalent) authorship. 
· In the event there is co-first authorship with one or more additional MDBC students, then the award will be divided with the other MDBC student authors. 
· The student’s role must be substantive and critical to the publication. If co-authors are present, then a clear statement of the applicant’s role in co-authorship will be requested from the supervisor.
3) Supervisor affiliation

· The supervisor must have supervisory privileges in the MDBC graduate studies program.

Assessment – An assessment committee of three faculty with primary supervisory privileges granted in MDBC will be selected by the graduate program directors (GPDs). Members will not have conflict of interest (COI) with student applicant or their supervisor. Assessment criteria include the potential impact on the field; the originality & uniqueness of the idea; the sophistication of the study; significant knowledge transfer benefits; and/or quality of journal (i.e., preferred to be in top quartile within the field; articles in predatory or junk journals will not be considered). Final approval will be at the GPD level. An award will only be made in a given year if there is a nominated publication that satisfies the evaluation criteria.

Conditions 
1) The student must be in ‘good-standing’ with respect to program requirements (incl. APR, research in progress (RIP) and journal club (JC) presentations, research integrity day, supervisory committee meetings, sex & gender training, and research proposal approval).

2) The student must be registered in the MDBC Graduate Program at the time the paper is published and when the award is paid out.
3) The publication should be directly relevant to the student’s thesis research and be the product of research activities conducted with the supervisor. In the rare event of a change of supervisor (within MDBC), a publication with the previous supervisor that otherwise meets criteria will be considered eligible.
4) The awardees will be required to provide oral presentations at a special joint MDBC/BMB Department Seminar. Requests to delay oral presentations will be granted so that any journal embargos can be cleared.

5) The award will be paid directly to the student. The award cannot be used to offset research operational expenses, publication/journal APC expenses, or to reduce a supervisor’s stipend contribution.

6) A student cannot apply to both the MSc and PhD competitions in a single calendar year.

7) Awardees will not be provided an MDBC Prize for First Author Research Papers for the same original research publication.

8) A collection of publications will not be accepted in the aggregate.
9) Competition frequency may be subject to MDBC program funding availability.

SUBMISSION FORM

for

MDBC EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Name of student (please print):



UCID#:
Name of supervisor (please print): 

Publication* details (authors, title, journal, and date of publication or acceptance#): 

* Include a PDF copy of the publication along with this submission form.

# If the article is not yet in the public domain, please attach a copy of the notification of acceptance from the journal.

( The publication referred to above is a peer-reviewed research article directly relevant to the student’s thesis research.

Supervisor’s signature: 




              Date:

( Student is currently registered in the MDBC Graduate Program.

( All program requirements to date have been met.
Graduate Program Director’s signature:


        
Date: 
ver. May2024

