
The dignity of knowledge <Researcher's ethics> 

筑波大学
- Creative ideas are the source of knowledge;

University o/Tsukuba the dignity of knowledge is the responsibility to society -

We are entrusted by society "to deeply seek the truth, to create new insights and to 
distribute widely the fruits to society." That is the mission of a university with a grave 
social responsibility. When carrying out research, we should endeavor to follow 
researcher's ethics, paying particular attention to the points below, and to maintain and 
improve the quality of research at the University of Tsukuba. 

Prevention of improper conduct related to research 

● Improper conduct related to research includes fabrication, falsification or plagiarism of data
or research results in published research outlets.

Fabrication : creating data or research results that do not actually exist.
Falsification: converting research results obtained from research activities to false results

by manipulating the modification of the research materials, the research 
equipment or the research process. 

Plagiarism : use of another researcher's ideas, analysis, methods, data, research results, 
research papers or terminology without obtaining the researcher's consent 
or without appropriate references to the original author. 

● Improper conduct related to research should not be carried out by a researcher who is seek­
ing the truth. Improper conduct will shake public confidence in science and will hamper the
development of science. Given that most research is funded by taxes, improper conduct
related to research, as well as the improper use of research funds, is socially-prohibited
behavior.

Prevention of impropriety and guaranteeing the credibility and reproducibility 
of research results 

● Data analysis should not be carried out with preconception or a biased view, but with credibility
and objectivity. A researcher should not consider only favorable data, but should create an envi­
ronment to check the data or analyzed results with research collaborators or co-authors through
open discussions.

• citations of published data or research papers should clearly follow the rules. Improper research
includes the plagiarism of the writings of others, including information, master theses or doctoral
theses, and the citation of texts or graphic charts in research papers without indicating the proper
credit. In order to clarify the originality of the research paper, the researcher should respect
preceding studies, evaluate other researchers' achievements properly, and cite them appropri­
ately.

● A researcher should manage research records properly and store
research data or specimens for a certain period after the submission of
a research paper. It is the researcher's responsibility to guarantee the
credibility and reproducibility of his/her research in order to prove the
research is scientific.

Compliance Counter for Allegations Related to Improper Conduct

Division of Research System Development, Department of 
Research Promotion 
kenkyukousei@un.tsukuba.ac.jp 
https://www.tsukuba.ac.jp/en/research/compliance-fairness/ 
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