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of Understanding (MoU) between 
the Majlis Amanah Rakyat (MARA) 
and SJTU, which aims to foster co-
operation in academic development, 
scientific research, and capacity 
building for faculty and students. He 
stressed that this partnership will 
not only enhance student exchange 

and research collaboration but also 
strengthen the lasting friendship and 
partnership between Malaysia and 
China.

In the presence of Yang Zhenbin, 
Liu Weidong, Dato’ Seri Ahmad Za-
hid, and Dato’ Wira Asri Wajdi Dusuki 
from MARA, Yu Chaoyang and 

MARA Deputy Director Maisatu Akma 
Mohamad signed the MoU.

Yang Zhenbin presented Dato’ 
Seri Ahmad Zahid with a traditional 
Chinese painting of purple ink peo-
nies by renowned artist and SJTU 
Professor Zhan Renzuo.

During the visit, Dato’ Seri Ahmad 

Zahid and Yang Zhenbin also met 
with outstanding Malaysian students 
studying at SJTU, engaged in warm 
conversations expressing care and 
high expectations for them.

Officials from the Office of Inter-
national Cooperation and Exchange, 
Antai College of Economics and 

Management, School of Humanities, 
School of International and Public Af-
fairs, School of Agriculture and Biolo-
gy, School of Environmental Science 
and Engineering, and the Student 
Affairs Steering Committee attended 
the event.

(By Rebecca, Elizabeth Pan)
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On November 4, Serbian Prime 
Minister Đuro Macut, who came to 
Shanghai to attend the 8th China In-
ternational Import Expo (CIIE), visited 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University’s Xuhui 
Campus, where he met with SJTU 
President Ding Kuiling and delivered a 
speech to faculty and students.

He was accompanied by Deputy 
Prime Minister, Minister of Economy 
Adrijana Mesarovic, Minister of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Water Management 
Dragan Glamocic, and Serbian Am-
bassador to China Maja Stefanovic. 
Also present at the event were H.E. 
Li Ming, Chinese Ambassador to the 
Republic of Serbia, Cao Lei, Deputy 
Director-General of the Department of 
European Affairs at the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, and SJTU Vice President 
Liu Weidong.

During the meeting, President Ding 
Kuiling extended a warm welcome to 
Prime Minister Macut and his delega-
tion. He noted that Serbia was the first 
European country to build a commu-
nity of shared future with China, and 
China’s first comprehensive strategic 
partner in Central and Eastern Europe. 
The two peoples, he said, have always 
been closely connected.

President Ding shared the univer-
sity’s history and recent efforts to pro-
mote interdisciplinary integration and 
innovation mechanisms in research. 
He added that, guided by China’s na-
tional strategy for building strength in 
education, science, and talent, SJTU 
seeks to advance the integrated de-
velopment of education, technology, 
and talent. He expressed hope that the 
Belt and Road Initiative would serve 
as a bridge for comprehensive aca-
demic cooperation between Chinese 
and Serbian universities, particularly in 
science, engineering, and medicine—
through joint research, academic 
exchanges, and the establishment 
of shared innovation platforms—thus 
contributing to the “ironclad friendship” 
between China and Serbia and to the 
creation of a brighter future for both 
peoples.

Prime Minister Macut spoke highly 
of SJTU’s outstanding reputation in the 
international academic community and 
its growing partnerships with Serbian 
institutions. He expressed hope for 

On November 5, Dato’ Seri Ahmad 
Zahid, Deputy Prime Minister of Ma-
laysia, visited Shanghai Jiao Tong Uni-
versity (SJTU) and held cordial talks 
with Yang Zhenbin, Secretary of the 
CPC SJTU Committee. Vice President 
Liu Weidong and Standing Committee 
Member of the CPC Committee and 
Minister of the Publicity Department Yu 
Chaoyang also attended the meeting.

Yang Zhenbin extended a warm 
welcome to the Malaysian delegation. 
He noted that Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University has been actively promoting 
exchanges and cooperation with Ma-
laysia and expressed the university’s 
willingness to strengthen collabora-
tion with Malaysian universities and 
research institutions. He emphasized 
joint efforts to carry out cutting-edge 
research, address global challenges, 
and warmly welcomed more outstand-
ing Malaysian students to study at 
SJTU.

Dato’ Seri Ahmad Zahid expressed 
his great honor in visiting Shanghai 
Jiao Tong University, a top-tier univer-
sity in China and a world-renowned 
institution. He highlighted the signif-
icance of signing the Memorandum 

deeper collaboration in student ex-
changes, joint training programs, and 
laboratory co-construction, encourag-
ing more young Serbian scholars to 
study and conduct research at SJTU. 
In the field of innovation, he noted 
that Chinese enterprises operating in 
Serbia have been driving industrial 
upgrading by establishing joint R&D 
centers and innovation parks. He 
affirmed that Serbia and China would 
fully implement the important consen-
sus reached by their leaders, further 
deepening cooperation in education, 
trade, and other fields, as well as 
jointly writing a new chapter in build-
ing a China–Serbia community of a 
shared future in the new era.

Following the meeting, Prime Min-
ister Macut delivered a lecture at the 
Oriental Hall of KoGuan Law School, 

attended by nearly 200 SJTU faculty 
members, students, and Chinese and 
foreign media representatives. The 
session was moderated by Vice Pres-
ident Liu Weidong.

In his speech, the Prime Minister 
offered a comprehensive overview 
of Serbia’s history, economy, culture, 
politics, and foreign policy, highlight-
ing the deep-rooted friendship and 
promising prospects of China–Serbia 
relations in the new era. He fondly 
recalled the time-tested “ironclad 
friendship” between the two nations 
and the fruitful achievements under 
the Belt and Road Initiative. Looking 
ahead, he expressed hope that both 
countries would continue working 
hand in hand to build an even clos-
er China–Serbia community with a 
shared future, allowing both peoples 

to share in the opportunities of mutual 
development.

During the interactive session 
with students, Prime Minister Macut 
shared his insights on China–Serbia 
mutual learning in grassroot-level 
governance, the role of the CIIE in 
boosting bilateral economic exchang-
es, and how the younger generation 
can contribute to deepening coopera-
tion between the two nations.

At the conclusion of the event, both 
two sides exchanged gifts. President 
Ding presented Prime Minister Macut 
with a traditional ink scroll depicting 
SJTU’s history. In return, the Prime 
Minister gifted the university a “70 
Years of China–Serbia Friendship” 
commemorative stamp collection and 
the Nobel laureate Ivo Andrić’s novel 
The Bridge on the Drina.

Representatives from the Office 
of International Cooperation and Ex-
change, the KoGuan School of Law, 
and the School of International and 
Public Affairs also attended the event.

Since 2018, Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University has maintained strong 
partnerships with leading Serbian 
universities such as the University of 
Belgrade, the University of Novi Sad, 
and the University of Niš support-
ed faculty exchanges, joint training 
programs, and intergovernmental re-
search projects. Together, they have 
gradually established a multi-tiered, 
wide-ranging, and pragmatic cooper-
ation framework, injecting new vitality 
into China–Serbia relations.

(Source: Office of International 
Cooperation and Exchange)




