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Department of Languages, Cultures and Applied
Linguistics Courses
About Course Numbers:
Each Carnegie Mellon course number begins with a two-digit prefix that
designates the department offering the course (i.e., 76-xxx courses are
offered by the Department of English). Although each department maintains
its own course numbering practices, typically, the first digit after the prefix
indicates the class level: xx-1xx courses are freshmen-level, xx-2xx courses
are sophomore level, etc. Depending on the department, xx-6xx courses
may be either undergraduate senior-level or graduate-level, and xx-7xx
courses and higher are graduate-level. Consult the Schedule of Classes
(https://enr-apps.as.cmu.edu/open/SOC/SOCServlet/) each semester for
course offerings and for any necessary pre-requisites or co-requisites.

82-101 Elementary French I

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
This course is for students with no prior experience in French. Using
a proficiency-oriented approach, students will develop contextually
appropriate interpersonal communication skills in both written and spoken
French, develop reading and listening skills through the use of various
media, understand fundamental grammar, acquire vocabulary, and gain
a basic understanding of French and francophone cultures through class
activities. Regular homework, quizzes, tests, presentations, and class
participation are mandatory (four in-class hours per week). The elementary
level is also designed to help students learn to reflect and draw upon
strategies used by good language learners in their second language study. A
student with prior experience in French must take the placement exam. 

82-102 Elementary French II

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
This course is designed for students who have taken first-semester French
at Carnegie Mellon or learned its equivalent as determined by placement.
Using a proficiency-oriented approach, students will expand contextually
appropriate interpersonal communication skills in both written and spoken
French, continue to develop reading and listening skills through the use of
various media, review previously learned and practice new grammar and
vocabulary, and gain a further understanding of French and francophone
cultures through class activities. Regular homework, quizzes, tests,
presentations, and class participation are mandatory (four in-class hours
per week). The elementary level is also designed to help students learn to
reflect and draw upon strategies used by good language learners in their
second language study. A student with prior experience in French must take
the placement exam. 
Prerequisites: 82-101 or 82-103 

82-103 Elementary French I Online

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
This course is designed for students with no prior experience with French
and who need a more flexible approach to language learning than that
offered in a standard classroom course. Beginning language learners will
develop communicative competence in the four basic skills of listening,
speaking, reading and writing. Basic vocabulary and sentence structures
for use in essential daily-life situations, as well as cultural information, are
taught through the course materials and assignments. Materials are web-
based, with extensive use of Internet technologies for listening, reading, and
communication. During regular semesters, this course is offered in a hybrid
mode requiring one 80-minute class per week in addition to weekly 20-
minute individual meetings with the instructor or a peer speaking assistant.
There is a materials fee for taking this course which is paid by credit card on
first log-in to the course website. A student with prior experience in French
must take the placement exam. 

82-104 Elementary French II Online

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
This course is designed for students who need a more flexible approach
to language learning than that offered in a standard classroom course.
Students will learn more useful and complex expressions and sentence
structures necessary for use in everyday life. Students will continue
building their skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing for everyday
communication. Additionally, course materials and assignments are
designed to improve students' understanding of French and francophone
cultures and societies. Materials are web-based with extensive use of
Internet technologies for listening, reading, and communication. During
regular semesters, this course is offered in a hybrid mode requiring one 80-
minute class per week in addition to weekly 20-minute individual meetings
with the instructor or a peer speaking assistant. There is a materials fee for
taking this course which is paid by credit card on first log-in to the course
website. A student with prior experience in French must take the placement
exam. 
Prerequisites: 82-103 or 82-101 

82-109 Introduction to Arabic I

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course is the first part of a two-semester sequence (82-109, 82-110)
for students with no background in Arabic. It covers the first half of
82-111 in one semester through introducing learners to Modern Standard
Arabic (MSA) in its written and spoken forms to achieve communicative
competence at the elementary level in all language skills (listening,
speaking, reading, and writing). To this end the course follows a proficiency-
oriented approach to language teaching. In addition to MSA, the course
introduces students to one of the popular spoken dialects in the Arab world
such as Egyptian, Levantine, or Moroccan (depending upon the instructor's
background/expertise). Students will also study various cultural aspects of
the Arab world through written, audio-visual and online-based materials.
Regular homework, quizzes, tests, presentations, and class participation
are required (three in-class hours per week plus six hours of required
homework). Students who intend to do a minor in Arabic Studies should
consult with the Arabic minor advisor before deciding on 82-109 or 82-111. 

82-110 Arabic Calligraphy: Crafting Letters, Bridging People Then
and Now

Intermittent: 9 units 
This immersive course explores the rich tradition of Arabic calligraphy
by examining its historical evolution, cultural significance, and artistic
techniques. Designed for heritage speakers and students familiar with the
Arabic alphabet, the course delves into the interplay between calligraphy,
culture, and politics from the 10th century to the present. Students will
analyze iconic styles, critique calligraphy within historical and political
contexts, and experiment with traditional and modern techniques,
including select Six Pen Styles. Through hands-on practice, discussions
on ethics and aesthetics, and reflections on emerging technologies like
AI, participants will develop a deeper appreciation for Arabic calligraphy's
role in shaping cultural narratives. By the end of the course, students will
create calligraphic works that express cultural or political themes drawn
from historical or contemporary events. Students must be able to write in
Arabic for this class. 

82-111 Elementary Arabic I

Fall: 12 units 
This course introduces learners to Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) in its
written and spoken forms to achieve communicative competence at the
elementary level in all language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and
writing). To this end the course follows a proficiency-oriented approach
to language teaching. In addition to MSA, the course introduces students
to one of the popular spoken dialects in the Arab world such as Egyptian,
Levantine, or Moroccan (depending upon the instructor's background/
expertise). Students will also study various cultural aspects of the Arab
world through written, audio-visual and online-based materials. Students
with prior knowledge of Arabic must take the placement exam. 
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82-112 Elementary Arabic II

Spring: 12 units 
This course builds on Elementary Arabic I to continue introducing
students to Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) to achieve communicative
competence at the Novice-High/Intermediate-Low level in all language skills
(listening, speaking, reading, and writing). To this end, the course follows a
proficiency-oriented approach to language teaching. In addition to MSA, the
course continues to introduce students to one of the popular spoken dialects
in the Arab world such as Egyptian, Levantine, or Moroccan (depending
upon the instructor's background/expertise). Students will continue to
explore various cultural aspects of the Arab world through written, audio-
visual and online materials. 
Prerequisites: 82-111 Min. grade C or 82-113 Min. grade C 

82-113 Elementary Arabic 1 Online

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course is designed for students with no prior experience with Arabic
and who need a more flexible approach to language learning than that
offered in a standard classroom course. Beginning language learners will
develop communicative competence in the four basic skills of language
(listening, speaking, reading, and writing). Vocabulary and sentence
structures for use in essential daily-life situations, as well as cultural
information, are taught through the course materials and assignments.
Materials are web-based, with extensive use of Internet technologies for
listening, reading, and communication. During regular semesters, this
course is offered in a hybrid mode requiring one 80-minute class per week
in addition to weekly 20-minute individual meetings with the instructor or a
peer speaking assistant. 

82-114 Arabic for Global Exchange Online

Fall and Spring: 6 units 
This class focuses primarily on learning about Arab culture with a minor
focus on learning functional Arabic language. The course introduces learners
to basic concepts and information to facilitate entry and engagement in
an Arabic-speaking environment, and utilizes instructional materials to
introduce basic cultural knowledge and survival language. This is a mini-
course for individuals with no proficiency or extremely limited knowledge
of Arabic language and Arab culture. Each of the six lessons in the course
includes texts and activities to promote acquisition of cultural content in
English as well as basic introductory exposure to the Arabic language.
Synchronous individual or small group online meetings to discuss course
content will be arranged during the first week of the course. All course
materials are hosted by the Online Learning Initiative, with guidance
provided by the instructor via Canvas. Class evaluation is based on
contributions to online discussion forums, synchronous online meetings in
English with the instructor, synchronous online meetings in Arabic with a
speaking assistant, and a final project. 

82-115 Beginning Arabic for Oral Communication

Intermittent: 6 units 
ARABIC FOR ORAL COMMUNICATION is designed for students who desire
to learn how to orally communicate in Arabic or who have taken Arabic for
Global Exchange. This course does not teach how to read or write Arabic.
It offers students the opportunity to engage in speaking and listening
activities and complete a variety of related oral practice assignments in and
outside of class, using a spoken Arabic that would be widely understood
anywhere in the Arab World. The conversation topics will be greetings, self-
introduction, hobbies, proper terms of address in casual and professional
settings, and describing feelings and places. 

82-116 Arabic Cultural Issues Past & Present

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course is offered only at Carnegie Mellon's campus in Qatar. This
course is intended for students who wish to master speaking in Modern
Standard Arabic (MSA). This is done through reading articles on customs
and traditions of the Arabs and discussing them thoroughly in class using
MSA. Since this is an elementary level course, it is to help students switch
from their dialect to speaking MSA. Through the reading of complex
articles and texts on customs and traditions of Arabs and discussing them
thoroughly in class using Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), students will
engage in academic conversations with the goals of a developing a deeper
understanding of Arab cultures and a facility to use MSA at an academic
level. An elementary level course, this course is designed for students
who wish to improve their proficiency in speaking and reading MSA as an
alternative to their dialect. 

82-117 Arabic Conversation & Dialect I

Fall and Spring: 6 units 
This course introduces students to a particular dialect of Arabic and to the
culture of the region where the dialect is spoken. The dialect of the course
will vary based on the instructor's background/expertise (for example,
Levantine, Egyptian, Moroccan, etc.). This class adopts a proficiency-
based approach and the content of the course will be organized around
specific themes such as greetings, introductions, directions, family, food,
etc. Students will be required to engage actively in speaking activities and
complete a variety of related oral practice assignments outside of class.
Because of the significant contribution of technology in facilitating and
empowering language learning and language teaching, a substantial part of
communication, activities, and assignments will be done via programs such
as Aswaat Arabiyya, BYKI, Film clips, Skype, Youtube, etc. Please contact
the department for specific information on the upcoming semester's course
content. 

82-118 Arabic Conversation & Dialect II

Fall and Spring: 6 units 
This course continues students' exploration of the same regional dialect
and culture taught in Arabic Conversation and Dialect I for that particular
semester. The content of the course will be organized around specific
themes that build on previously introduced topics (e.g., daily schedule,
weddings, traveling, hobbies, etc.). Students will be required to engage
actively in speaking activities and complete a variety of related oral practice
assignments outside of class. Because of the significant contribution of
technology in facilitating and empowering language learning and language
teaching, a substantial part of communication, activities, and assignments
will be done via programs such as Aswaat Arabiyya, BYKI, Film clips, Skype,
Youtube, etc. Please contact the department for specific information on the
upcoming semester's course content. 
Prerequisite: 82-117 Min. grade C 

82-119 Arabic Calligraphy Culture & Skills

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course introduces its participants to historical and cultural contexts
and various techniques used to produce Arabic calligraphy works. No
previous knowledge of the Arabic script or language is necessary. At the
end of the course, participants will demonstrate familiarity and comfort with
key movements in the history and art of Arabic calligraphy, and read simple
alphabet constructions or words in a variety of styles. Participants will apply
proper techniques to producing calligraphy in two of the most commonly
used styles, Naskh and Riq'ah, as well as experiment with some modern
script styles. The class will use lecture discussions, audio-visual media,
projects, guest speakers, and field trips as occasions arise. 

82-121 Elementary German I

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
This course is for students with no prior experience in German. Using
a proficiency-oriented approach, students will develop contextually
appropriate interpersonal communication skills in both written and spoken
German, develop reading and listening skills through the use of various
media, understand fundamental grammar, acquire vocabulary, and gain a
basic understanding of German-speaking cultures through class activities.
The elementary level is also designed to help students learn to reflect
and draw upon strategies used by good language learners in their second
language study. Regular homework, quizzes, tests, presentations, and class
participation are mandatory (four in-class hours per week). A student with
prior experience in German must take the placement exam. 

82-122 Elementary German II

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
This course is designed for students who have taken first-semester German
at Carnegie Mellon or learned its equivalent as determined by placement.
Using a proficiency-oriented approach, students will expand contextually
appropriate interpersonal communication skills in both written and spoken
German, continue to develop reading and listening skills through the use of
various media, review previously learned and practice new grammar and
vocabulary, and gain a further understanding of German cultures through
class activities. The elementary level is also designed to help students learn
to reflect and draw upon strategies used by good language learners in their
second language study. Regular homework, quizzes, tests, presentations,
and class participation are mandatory (four in-class hours per week). A
student with prior experience in German must take the placement exam. 
Prerequisites: 82-123 or 82-121 
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82-123 Directed Language Study: Elementary German I or II

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
This course is a directed, instructor-supervised version of the courses
82-121 or 82-122. It is recommended for (1) students who are strongly
motivated and have the time, self-discipline, and desire to work
independently, (2) students whose schedule precludes enrollment in the
regular elementary course, and/or (3) students who have had previous
German study but are not prepared to take 82-122. This course develops
the fundamental language skills as outlined in the descriptions of 82-121
and 82-122, and students complete the same work as for those courses.
Written work is turned in for correction and tests covering each unit of
material will be taken according to a schedule determined by the instructor.
The instructor will be available during office hours or by appointment for
individual consultations and testing. Students are permitted to take only one
semester of 82-123. 

82-130 Story + Game Lab: Oracle Bones & China's Earliest Writing

Intermittent: 9 units 
This innovative course bridges traditional and digital humanities through
an interdisciplinary study of oracle bones—ancient artifacts used for ritual
divination during China's Shang Dynasty (c. 1600-1045 BCE). These relics
bear the earliest known form of writing in East Asia, forming the foundation
of written Chinese, influencing numerous other languages in the region,
and offering invaluable insights into the origins of Chinese civilization. By
combining traditional scholarship with digital humanities and game design,
the course offers a unique exploration of the intersection between ancient
history, culture, linguistics, and modern technology. 

82-131 Elementary Chinese I

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
This course is for students with no prior experience in Chinese. Using
a proficiency-oriented approach, students will develop contextually
appropriate interpersonal communication skills in both written and spoken
Chinese, develop reading and listening skills through various media,
understand fundamental grammar, acquire vocabulary, and gain a basic
understanding of Chinese cultures through class and extracurricular
activities. Regular homework, quizzes, tests, and participation in class are
mandatory (four in-class hours per week). Students will learn the phonetic
transcriptions of Chinese (Pinyin) for speaking and listening as well as
Chinese characters for reading and writing. The elementary level is also
designed to help students learn to reflect and draw upon strategies used by
good language learners in their second language study. A student with prior
experience in Chinese must take the placement exam. 

82-132 Elementary Chinese II

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
This course is designed for students who have taken first-semester Chinese
at Carnegie Mellon or its equivalent by placement. Students will continue
developing contextually appropriate interpersonal communication skills in
both written and spoken Chinese, developing reading and listening skills
through various media, and working toward a deeper understanding of
Chinese culture. Work for this course will include the introduction and use of
more complicated sentence structures, grammar, and expressions. Students
are also encouraged to communicate in longer sentences and write short
paragraphs and essays in Chinese. Regular homework, quizzes, tests, and
participation in class are mandatory (four in-class hours per week). Students
will continue to learn the phonetic transcriptions of Chinese (Pinyin) for
speaking and listening as well as Chinese characters for reading and writing.
The elementary level is designed to help students learn to reflect and draw
upon strategies used by good language learners in their second language
study. A student with prior experience in Chinese must take the placement
exam. 
Prerequisites: 82-131 or 82-133 

82-133 Elementary Chinese Online I

Fall: 12 units 
This course is designed for students who need a more flexible approach
to language learning than that offered in a standard classroom course.
It is a Chinese language course designed to help beginners develop
communicative competence in the four basic skills of listening, speaking,
reading and writing the Chinese language. Basic vocabulary and sentence
structures for use in essential daily-life situations, as well as cultural
information, are taught through the materials and assignments. Materials
are web-based, with extensive use of Internet technologies for research,
writing and communication. There is a required weekly class meeting for
training and for group activities, and weekly individual meetings with a tutor
or the instructor for conversation and practice. 

82-134 Elementary Chinese Online II

Spring: 12 units 
This course is the continuation of 82-133, Elementary Chinese I Online.
Students will continue learning more useful and complex expressions
and sentence structures necessary for use in everyday life. Students will
continue building their skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing for
everyday communication, and their understanding of Chinese culture and
society. There is a required weekly class meeting for training and for group
activities, and weekly individual meetings with a tutor for conversation and
practice. 
Prerequisites: 82-133 or 82-131 

82-135 Cultural Roots: Chinese Language & Culture for Heritage
Learners

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
Different from "Elementary Chinese I", this 9-unit Chinese language course
is geared towards the needs of Chinese heritage students who have basic
prior exposure to Chinese and with the intention to improve their Chinese
literacy skills and Chinese culture awareness. This course helps students
to better develop their daily reading and writing competence through a
balanced and systematic training. By adopting the multimedia teaching
materials, including language textbooks and culture-oriented audio and
video English materials, this course will have an equal emphasis on both
Chinese language and Chinese American historical events and culture. This
course is intended to promote the students' cross-cultural knowledge and
identity awareness. Students will be assessed in terms of their Chinese
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills at the elementary level as
well as their understanding of the Chinese American history and culture
corresponding to their background. This course is taught in both Chinese
and English. 

82-137 Chinese Calligraphy: Culture and Skills

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
Chinese calligraphy is a crucial part of Chinese culture and world art. It is
also a clear manifestation of Chinese philosophy that has influenced Chinese
people for several thousand years. This introductory course on Chinese
calligraphy provides students with basic knowledge of Chinese calligraphy
and how it mirrors Chinese history, culture, and philosophy. It will also
introduce the fundamental characteristics of the Chinese writing system,
its cultural content, and principles of formation as well as the skills used
in Chinese calligraphy. At the end of the course, students will have a good
understanding of Chinese characters and their cultural and philosophical
background but also be able to appreciate the art and beauty in Chinese
calligraphy. Classes include lectures, discussions, hands-on practice, and
projects. 

82-138 Comparative China: Perceptions Through Youtube & TikTok

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
F2022: The world knows China through different media: books, newspapers,
television, films, and social media. While these media provide unique and
valuable windows for us to look into Chinese society and culture, they
sometimes also confine our perspectives, or even distort our visions,
because of the limitations of the platforms, the motives and standpoints of
the media creators, and the methods or channels used for communication.
Because of this, how to critically evaluate the images and information
presented to us by the media and how to analyze them from a cross-
cultural perspective, become the prerequisites for all our discussions and
understanding of China and its role in the world nowadays. This course
focuses specifically on the "images" of China and Chinese society as
presented through the emerging social media such as YouTube and TikTok.
In addition to helping student gain better knowledge of Chinese society
and culture, the course also invites students to examine and discuss the
perspectives behind these media materials, the cultural agenda of their
creation, the strategies and methods used in their dissemination, as well as
the impact of these factors on the audience's perceptions of China. 
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82-139 Chinese Learning Through Arts, Cultural Practices and
Community Engagement

Spring: 9 units 
What are the meanings behind the lyrics, poses, and moves in Chinese
local operas, Chinese classical dances, martial arts and pop songs? How
are they connected to Chinese social, religious and cultural beliefs? Do
you want to try the moves and poses of opera performers and Chinese
dancers? Do you want to manipulate Chinese puppets like a puppet master?
Do you want to learn Taichi, Chinese martial arts, games and fitness dance
to improve your mental and physical health? Are you interested in tasting
some Chinese food, doing some Chinese cooking and learning about
Chinese food culture, table manners and etiquette? Would you like to learn
Chinese knots, calligraphy and other Chinese crafts? Do you want to apply
your learning to community engagements to share your learning and have
a positive impact? 82-139: Chinese Learning Through Cultural Practices
and Community Engagement is where you can immerse yourself in these
cultural learning activities through discussions, group collaborations, and
hands-on practice. This course aims to help students understand Chinese
society and culture through instruction as well as experiential learning. The
course is structured to have three major components: (1) group learning
and discussion (2) immersive hands-on experiences (3) collaborative
activities, projects and community engagements. Class activities will include
showcases of media, digital and printed materials, lectures and discussion,
guest speakers, hands-on practice, students' oral reports, and presentation
of final term projects showcased in community engagements. The class is in
English 

82-141 Elementary Spanish I

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
Elementary Spanish I is for beginning students, emphasizing the
development of communicative language and cultural competence.
Students will work towards improving their writing, reading, listening and
speaking abilities in Spanish, such that they become comfortable working
with a variety of topics from Spanish-speaking cultural areas. Students will
develop basic interactional and routine public communication patterns,
frequently working in groups and pairs, and utilizing technologies that
enhance learning opportunities and promote skill development. This course
also provides extracurricular opportunities to interact with members of the
Spanish-speaking community. Four hours of in-class instruction per week
are required. A student with prior experience in Spanish must take the
placement exam. 

82-142 Elementary Spanish II

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
Elementary Spanish II is the second class for beginning students,
emphasizing the development of communicative language and cultural
competence. Students will work towards improving their writing, reading,
listening and speaking abilities in Spanish, such that they become
comfortable working with a variety of topics from Spanish-speaking
cultural areas. Students will develop basic interactional and routine public
communication patterns, frequently working in groups and pairs, and
utilizing technologies that enhance learning opportunities and promote skill
development. This course also provides extracurricular opportunities to
interact with members of the Spanish-speaking community. Four hours of in-
class instruction per week are required. A student with prior experience in
Spanish must take the placement exam. 
Prerequisites: 82-141 or 82-143 

82-143 Elementary Spanish I Online

Fall: 12 units 
Elementary Spanish Online I is for beginning students, emphasizing
the development of communicative language and cultural competence.
Students will work towards improving their writing, reading, listening and
speaking abilities in Spanish, such that they become comfortable working
with a variety of topics from Spanish-speaking cultural areas. Students will
develop basic interactional and routine public communication patterns. This
course is designed for students with no previous knowledge of Spanish and
who need a more flexible approach to language learning than that offered
in a standard classroom course. All materials are Web-based, with extensive
use of Internet technologies for research, writing, and communication.
During regular semesters, this course is offered in a hybrid mode requiring
one 80-minute class per week in addition to weekly 20-minute individual
meetings with the instructor or a peer speaking assistant. There is a
materials fee for taking this course which is paid by credit card on first log-in
to the course website. Students who have taken Spanish before are required
to take the placement exam. 

82-144 Elementary Spanish II Online

Spring: 12 units 
Elementary Spanish Online II is the second part of a two-course sequence,
emphasizing the development of communicative language and cultural
competence. Students will work towards improving their writing, reading,
listening and speaking abilities in Spanish, such that they become
comfortable working with a variety of topics from Spanish-speaking
cultural areas. Students will develop basic interactional and routine public
communication patterns. This course is designed for students who need a
more flexible approach to language learning than that offered in a standard
classroom course. All materials are Web-based, with extensive use of
Internet technologies for research, writing, and communication. During
regular semesters, this course is offered in a hybrid mode requiring one 80-
minute class per week in addition to weekly 20-minute individual meetings
with the instructor or a peer speaking assistant. There is a materials fee
for taking this course which is paid by credit card on first log-in to the
course website. A student with prior experience in Spanish must take the
placement exam. Instructions for the placement exam are available in Baker
Hall 160. 
Prerequisites: 82-141 or 82-143 

82-151 Elementary Korean I

Fall: 12 units 
This course is for students with no prior experience in Korean. It
emphasizes the development of communicative language proficiency
through oral practice, aural comprehension, reading, writing, and the
study of cultural aspects of Korean society through the use of authentic
materials (e.g., Korean dramas, audio and amp; video materials elicited
from L2 Korean learners' conversations). Regular homework, quizzes, tests,
presentations, and class participation are mandatory (four in-class hours
per week). Necessary assistance to succeed in the class will be provided
through rounds of feedback, in/out-of-class rich practices, and resources for
individual practices. The elementary level is also designed to help students
learn to reflect and draw upon strategies that can be used to achieve
learning goals. A student with prior experience in Korean must take the
placement exam. 

82-152 Elementary Korean II

Intermittent: 12 units 
This course is for students with some prior experience in Korean. It
emphasizes the development of communicative language proficiency
through oral practice, aural comprehension, reading, writing, and the
study of cultural aspects of Korean society through the use of authentic
materials (e.g., Korean dramas, audio and amp; video materials elicited
from L2 Korean learners' conversations). Regular homework, quizzes, tests,
presentations, and class participation are mandatory (four in-class hours
per week). Necessary assistance to succeed in the class will be provided
through rounds of feedback, in/out-of-class rich practices, and resources for
individual practices. The elementary level is also designed to help students
learn to reflect and draw upon strategies that can be used to achieve
learning goals. A student with prior experience in Korean must take the
placement exam. 
Prerequisite: 82-151 Min. grade C 

82-161 Elementary Italian I

Fall: 12 units 
This course is for students with no prior experience in Italian. Using
a proficiency-oriented approach, students will develop contextually
appropriate interpersonal communication skills in both written and spoken
Italian, develop reading and listening skills through the use of various
media, understand fundamental grammar, acquire vocabulary, and gain
a basic understanding of Italian culture through class activities. Regular
homework, quizzes, tests, presentations, and class participation are
mandatory (four in-class hours per week). The elementary level is also
designed to help students learn to reflect and draw upon strategies used by
good language learners in their second language study. A student with prior
experience in Italian must take the placement exam. 
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82-162 Elementary Italian II

Spring: 12 units 
This course is designed for students who have taken first-semester Italian
at Carnegie Mellon or learned its equivalent as determined by placement.
Using a proficiency-oriented approach, students will expand contextually
appropriate interpersonal communication skills in both written and spoken
Italian, continue to develop reading and listening skills through the use of
various media, review previously learned and practice new grammar and
vocabulary, and gain a further understanding of Italian culture through
class activities. Regular homework, quizzes, tests, presentations, and class
participation are mandatory (four in-class hours per week). The elementary
level is also designed to help students learn to reflect and draw upon
strategies used by good language learners in their second language study.
A student with prior experience in Italian must contact the Department of
Languages, Cultures and Applied Linguistics for placement. 
Prerequisites: 82-161 or 82-163 

82-163 Directed Language Study: Elementary Italian I or II

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
A self-paced version of first or second semester Elementary Italian, this
course is for highly motivated students capable of working independently.
The coursework includes weekly classes, aural practice using online
materials, periodic assessments, and individual meetings with the
instructor. Students are permitted to take only one semester of 82-163. A
student with prior experience in Italian must take the placement exam. 

82-165 Technology in Italian Crime Fiction

Intermittent: 9 units 
Detective fiction can be considered a perfect point of convergence between
technology and the humanities due to the crucial role of forensic science
in its narratives. This course will examine the role of forensic science
and technological devices as non-human actors in Italian crime fiction,
from the 1930s to the present, by analyzing a selected corpus of crime
novels, short stories, films, and TV series. Specifically, it will focus on the
nuanced relationship between Italian fictional detectives and modern
investigative methods, as well as the agency of technological devices as
narrative devices used by politically committed authors to expose problems,
corruption, and dysfunctional power dynamics in Italian society. 

82-171 Elementary Japanese I

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
This course is the first part of a two-semester course sequence (82-171,
82-172) for students with no prior experience in Japanese. It emphasizes the
development of communicative language proficiency through oral practice,
aural comprehension, reading, writing, and the study of cultural aspects
of Japanese society. Regular homework, quizzes, tests, presentations,
and class participation are mandatory (four in-class hours per week). The
elementary level is also designed to help students learn to reflect and draw
upon strategies used by good language learners in their second language
study. A student with prior experience in Japanese must take the placement
exam. 

82-172 Elementary Japanese II

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
This course is a sequel to Elementary Japanese I (82-171) and continues to
further the development of communicative language proficiency through
oral practice, aural comprehension, reading, writing, and the study of
cultural aspects of Japanese society. Regular homework, quizzes, tests,
presentations, and class participation are mandatory (four in-class hours
per week). The elementary level is also designed to help students learn to
reflect and draw upon strategies used by good language learners in their
second language study. A student with prior experience in Japanese must
take the placement exam. 
Prerequisites: 82-174 or 82-171 

82-173 Introduction to Japanese I

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course is the first part of a two-semester sequence (82-173, 82-174)
for students with no background in Japanese. Since it covers the first half of
82-171 in one semester, it is suitable for those students who need sufficient
practice time both in and outside of class to begin their study of Japanese.
It emphasizes the development of communicative language proficiency
through oral practice, aural comprehension, reading, writing, and the study
of cultural aspects of Japanese society. Regular homework, quizzes, tests,
presentations, and class participation are mandatory (three in-class hours
per week plus six hours of required homework). The elementary level is also
designed to help students learn to reflect and draw upon strategies used
by good language learners in their second language study. Students who
intend to minor or major Japanese should consult with their Japanese minor
or major advisor before deciding on 82-171 or 82-173. Students with prior
knowledge of Japanese must take the placement exam. 

82-174 Introduction to Japanese II

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course is a sequel to Introduction to Japanese I (82-173) for students
with no background in Japanese. Since the course covers the second half
of the 82-171 in one semester, it is suitable for those students who need
lots of practice time both in and outside class. It continues to further the
development of communicative language proficiency through oral practice,
aural comprehension, reading, writing, and the study of cultural aspects of
Japanese society. The elementary level is also designed to help students
learn to reflect upon and draw upon strategies used by good language
learners in their second language study. Regular homework, quizzes, tests,
presentations, and class participation are mandatory (three in-class hours
per week plus six hours of required homework The elementary level is also
designed to help students learn to reflect and draw upon strategies used by
good language learners in their second language study. Upon completion of
this course, students can take 82-172. 
Prerequisite: 82-173 

82-176 Intensive Japanese Language & Culture: Elementary Level

Intermittent 
No course description provided. 

82-179 Multicultural Japan

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course explores multicultural experiences in Japan by examining the
interactions between Japanese people on the one hand and two indigenous
peoples (the Ainu and the Okinawans), three immigrant communities
(Chinese, Korean, and Brazilian communities), and hafu or people of
mixed heritage on the other. Contrary to the time-honored myth of being
a monoethnic, monocultural, and monolingual society, Japan has been a
multiethnic, multicultural, and multilingual nation for most of its history.
Students will learn about the life experiences of those minority groups in
Japan and about the ways their cultures have enriched Japanese culture.
In the past three decades, due to an acceleration of globalization and a
relaxed immigration policy, Japan has become more accepting of foreign
workers from around the globe including the descendants of those Japanese
who emigrated to South America more than a century ago. The number
of foreign residents in Japan has more than doubled in the decades with
Chinese and Koreans now accounting for less than half of them. In response,
Japan has been promoting the idea of Tabunka Kyosei Shakai (Multicultural
Coexistence Society), where people of diverse cultural backgrounds can
coexist harmoniously. Key topics of the course include globalization, recent
immigration policy changes, various immigrant groups, multiculturalism,
Japanese colonialism, and Japanese diaspora. The course uses video
clips, newspaper articles, and other reading materials to understand
a multicultural/transcultural Japan. Students will have opportunities to
compare Japan and their own country and to reflect on the cultural diversity
of their own society. The course is taught in English with no knowledge of
Japanese assumed; there are no prerequisites. 
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82-180 Bilingual & Bicultural Experiences in the US

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course focuses on various aspects of bilingualism and biculturalism
in the United States, with particular emphasis on the experiences of those
who identify as a speaker of a heritage language and/or member of a
heritage culture. Some possible topics to be covered include: the nature
of bilingualism and biculturalism; the historical and social contexts of
bilingualism in the United States; characteristics of languages in contact
and bilinguals' language practices; policies around heritage language
maintenance in education; and the connection between language, culture,
and identity. This discussion-based course is taught in English and is open to
all students, whether they identify as bilingual/bicultural Americans, or are
simply interested in the course topic. 

82-181 Classical Latin: Rome's Cultural and Linguistic Legacy

Intermittent 
Why are so many scientific, medical, and legal terms Latinate in origin?
How can studying a dead language help us learn about living ones?
How can studying this ancient language help us understand our modern
world? In this course, we will explore these questions through learning the
fundamentals of the language itself. We will work towards reading original
Classical Latin prose, and consider how aspects of Latin have influenced
English and modern Romance languages. In addition, by reading excerpts
from a variety of Roman authors, we will contrast Roman ideas about war
and conquest, love and grief, science and medicine, drama, and leadership
with our own modern conceptions of these topics. We will also discuss the
opportunities and limitations of translation. By the end of the course, you
will be able to read unadapted passages of Caesar's de Bello Gallico (On
the Gallic War), and will be able to trace Roman cultural themes down to
the modern day. This is a 9-unit course with an optional 3-unit add-on, for
students who want to explore an aspect of the reception of Latin language
or culture more deeply. 

82-182 Local Advocacy for Global Change

Intermittent: 9 units 
When countries committed to achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals by 2030, they specifically recognized the critical role of local
authorities. But how can these local actors engage in global policy
discussions, taking into account different cultures and contexts? In this
course, students will select a set of local issues, determine how they
relate to the Sustainable Development Goals, and identify the relevant
international frameworks for taking action. At the end of the course, each
student will have developed a brief advocacy plan for linking their local
priorities to international objectives. 

82-183 AI for the Humanities: Learning, Reflection, and Creative
Practices

Intermittent: 9 units 
This interdisciplinary course brings together experts from diverse fields
to explore the dynamic relationship between Artificial Intelligence and
Humanities. The course is structured around two central questions: How
can AI enrich the field of Humanities research, teaching, and applications?
What perspectives can Humanities studies offer to the development of AI?
By addressing these questions, the course offers unique insights into how
these domains can mutually enrich and challenge each other. During the
first two-thirds of the semester, you'll engage with guest speakers from
various disciplines at CMU, including Digital Humanities, Computer Science,
Mechanical Engineering, School of Fine Arts, Tepper School of Business,
Language Technology Institute, and Heinz College. Industry professionals
from tech giants like Google and Amazon will also come and share their
perspectives. Each topic introduced by the guest speakers will be followed
by in-depth discussions and seminars, providing a well-rounded view of
AI's impact on humanities and vice versa. The last few weeks of the course
will be dedicated to collaborative group projects, where students will apply
the knowledge and skills they've acquired to their own AI for Humanities
projects. 

82-184 Linguistic and Cultural Equity: Theories and Practice

Intermittent: 9 units 
Globally, people speak different languages. There are mainstream
languages that are well accepted and used in business, in media, in religion,
in politics, and in other spaces of social interaction. This preference for
particular languages, however, leaves many populations and communities
behind. Concepts central to the course include the investigation of
policies, processes, and interactions that perpetuate inequity in areas
such as politics, education, healthcare, scientific research, finance, and
the environment. Because barriers exist for people whose languages
and cultures are not considered mainstream, they are excluded from
the narrative and conversations regarding their own welfare. Creating
ethical opportunities to increase safety, acknowledgment, and agency
for excluded groups is both necessary and valuable. To explore these
imbalances, students will propose and deliver a collaborative project rooted
in establishing priorities and approaches to be determined through analysis
of survey data, discussion, and reflection on course experiences. Class
sessions will involve individual and collaborative work. The transdisciplinary
competencies gained in this course can be applied in fields such as human
rights, public policy, and education. 

82-185 Global Food Cultures

Intermittent: 9 units 
This innovative, team-taught course introduces students to Food Studies
as an interdisciplinary field that intersects with the Humanities to examine
how food serves as a powerful tool for understanding broader cultural,
social, economic, and political structures. Through geographic-cultural
case studies, the course provides a comparative exploration of global food
cultures, with a focus on China, Egypt, the Levant, and Italy, in its first
iteration in Fall 2025. By engaging with key theories and debates within
Food Studies and contextualizing global food cultures within their historical
development, the course explores how socioeconomic transformations,
migration, notions of national identity, and climate change have led to
hybrid cuisines and culinary narratives. Drawing from history, media,
film, literature, ethnography, and languages, students will develop a
critical understanding of how foodways contribute to cultural negotiation,
addressing issues such as sustainability, identity, belonging, and cultural
preservation. By the end of this course, students will gain a deeper
appreciation of how the field of Food Studies illuminates the evolving
significance of food in an interconnected world and will reflect on their role
as global citizens vis-a-vis global challenges. Students will also have the
opportunity to taste and experience select dishes firsthand. Course taught
in English. 

82-186 Sex and Romance in Study Abroad

Spring: 9 units 
The EU's Erasmus study abroad program estimates that, since its inception
in 1987, more than one million children have been born from contacts
and relationships initiated by university students during their international
sojourn, thus leading to a generation of Europeans called "Erasmus babies"
and yielding irrefutable evidence that sex and romance play a prominent
role in the study abroad experience. This is a course on gender and
sexuality in language learning and multilingual interaction examining
the topic of sex and romance in study abroad from a second language
acquisition (SLA) research and critical cultural studies perspective. It covers
topics such as: contexts, processes, and experiences of language learning;
the brain chemistry of lust and love (e.g., dopamine, oxytocin) and its role in
facilitating social bonding and language learning; negotiating international
and intercultural sexual relations; gender violence in international and
intercultural contexts; the politics and ethics of desire, difference, and
sexual relations in foreign cultural contexts; and power dynamics in
multinational love—all culminating in a final project conducting a critical
analysis of a film, television series, podcast, or novel depicting sex and or
romantic love/relations in study abroad. 

82-187 Documentary, Found Sound, and Hidden Frequencies in
Language and Culture

Intermittent: 6 units 
This course is about telling stories with sound. You will learn how to record
interviews, gather ambient and archival audio, and shape these materials
into powerful, original work. The focus is on storytelling. You will explore
how to structure a piece, how to work with voice and rhythm, and how
to bring listeners into a scene or moment. Projects may include personal
stories, audio portraits, or creative journeys. We may meet in person at the
start of the course. Recording equipment and editing space will be available
before students head away. The course can be taken remotely and fits well
with internships or other summer plans. 
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82-191 Elementary Russian I

Fall: 12 units 
This course is for students who have never studied Russian. It begins the
Russian language sequence and is offered in the fall semester only. The
course takes a communicative approach to teaching basic skills in listening,
speaking, reading and writing. Language is presented in communicative
contexts illustrating cultural aspects of daily Russian life. The elementary
level is also designed to help students learn to reflect and draw upon
strategies used by good language learners in their second language study.
Daily homework and participation in class are mandatory (four in-class
hours per week), as is weekly consultation and conversation practice with
a course assistant. A student with prior experience in Russian must take
the placement exam. **If you would like to take this course, but the current
time slot does not work with your schedule please contact the instructor as
soon as possible and we may be able to accommodate you** 

82-192 Elementary Russian II

Spring: 12 units 
Elementary Russian II is the second semester of a yearlong beginning
Russian sequence. Students who complete this yearlong sequence will
acquire the basics of Russian grammar and develop an active vocabulary
of approximately 1,000 words. They will learn how to tell simple stories on
familiar topics, ask questions, and express their opinions. They will be able
to grasp the main ideas of short newspaper articles and understand the gist
of straightforward Russian speech. Throughout the course, students will
encounter oral, visual, and written content and engage in the interpretive,
interpersonal, and presentational modes of communication. A student with
prior experience in Russian must take the placement exam. 
Prerequisite: 82-191 

82-194 Intensive Russian (I & II)

Intermittent: 15 units 
This intensive course allows students to complete a yearlong elementary
Russian program in one semester and proceed to Intermediate Russian.
Students who complete this course will acquire the basics of Russian
grammar and develop an active vocabulary of approximately 1,000 words.
They will learn how to tell simple stories on familiar topics, ask questions,
and express their opinions. They will be able to grasp the main ideas
of short newspaper articles and understand the gist of straightforward
Russian speech. Throughout the course, students will encounter oral, visual,
and written content and engage in the interpretive, interpersonal, and
presentational modes of communication. A student with prior experience
in Russian must take the placement exam. **If you would like to take
this course, but the current time slot does not work with your schedule
please contact the instructor as soon as possible and we may be able to
accommodate you** 

82-195 Eastern European Society and Culture

All Semesters: 9 units 
This course surveys the societies and culture of modern Eastern Europe,
from the Baltic States and Poland to the Balkans and Bulgaria. It will attend
to this region's complex and turbulent history and consider the dynamics
that shape it from geographical, geopolitical, cultural, and socioeconomic
points of view. By reading texts by Milan Kundera, Mihail Sebastian,
and Olga Tokarczuk, among others, we will explore topics such as the
formation of nation states and nationalism, the violent conflicts of the 20th
century, the Holocaust, communist regimes, and post-communist political
formations. Students will come away with a better understanding of the
socio-cultural circumstances that shape present day Eastern Europe. All
readings will be in English, and no prior knowledge of Slavic languages or
cultures is required. 

82-198 Research Training: Languages, Cultures and Applied
Linguistics

Fall and Spring 
These courses are designed to give eligible and interested students some
hands-on research experience working on a faculty project or in a lab
in ways that might stimulate and nurture the students' interest in doing
more research. They are open to students who are Dietrich College, SHS,
or BHA majors, double majors, and minors who will be second semester
freshmen or sophomores during the semester they take the course. FALL
2025: Section A: Designing a GenAI Research Study: Research undertaken
in spring 2024 lent some insights into how first-year university students
interact with GenAI. In fall 2025, students will be responsible for stage
3 of the research: for reviewing background research on study design,
assessment, data collection, teaching and learning; conducting a literature
review of how GenAI has been used to enhance reading comprehension and
learning in general; Students will be required to complete the CITI research
training before any work begins. Section B: Latin American Comics: The
course will teach the basics of Comic Book Markup Language (CBML, a TEI-
based XML vocabulary) for encoding and analyzing the structural, textual,
visual, and bibliographic complexity of digitized comic books and related
document. Open to one or more students with at least low-intermediate
level reading skills in Spanish. Section C: Promoting Equity in Mental Health
through Language Access for Immigrants: Mental health services rely on
language as the principal medium of diagnosis and treatment; patient-
provider conversational alignment is consequential for immigrant health and
wellbeing. Our project investigates multiple and specific facets of language
assistance to inform best-practice guidelines and policy surrounding
language access and interpreter services. 

82-200 Careers, Cultures, & Languages

Intermittent: 9 units 
"But what are you going to do with it?" is a question you may have heard
from family members and friends when you declared your intention to
major or minor in Modern Languages. Many people assume there are no
good jobs within the language industry outside of teaching, yet nothing
could be further from the truth. The language services industry is a growing
sector constantly in need of qualified employees. More than 3,000 different
companies in the United States alone employ more than 55,000 people
in the language services industry - and the numbers are increasing.
In particular, students with double majors can find many lucrative job
opportunities. This seminar will take a two-pronged approach to finding a
rewarding job with languages: 1) By using design thinking, we will explore
what exactly it is that will make you happy in your life. What criteria will
your job have to fulfill in order to fit into the lifestyle that is best for you.
2) By taking that knowledge as the basis of our quest for the perfect job,
we will embark on a networking adventure, both locally and nationally,
where we will research, interview and connect with people from the
language services industry and learn about their educational background,
experiences, and advice on succeeding in their particular field. By the end
of the course, you will have grown your professional network, gathered tools
and knowledge for applying for jobs, and developed industry connections to
help discover how to make your passion for languages a career. The class
will be conducted in English. 

82-201 Intermediate French I

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
At the intermediate level, students will continue to improve listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills with the goal of becoming more
proficient in daily and extended communication needs. In addition to
an ongoing review of basic grammar, a greater variety of grammar,
expressions and complicated sentence structures will be taught so that
students can carry on more sophisticated conversations on various topics.
In-class activities and homework using authentic texts related to the broad
spectrum of French and francophone cultures will be used to integrate
language learning with content and culture. Regular homework, quizzes,
tests, presentations, essays, and class participation are mandatory. A
student with prior experience in French must take the placement exam. 
Prerequisites: 82-102 or 82-104 
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82-202 Intermediate French II

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course is a one-semester intermediate language course intended
to give students exciting and fast-paced instruction in French language
and culture. Introducing vocabulary sets, core grammatical concepts
through cultural texts and strategic interaction, this class will focus on
developing academic literacy as well as socio-pragmatic competence (that
is to say, what to say to whom, and how) in an interculturally responsive
way. To this end, we will incorporate a broad range of learning activities
that emphasize a student's active participation. Emphasis will be placed
on developing stronger listening and oral communication skills as well
as reinforcing reading ability and acquiring greater facility in written
proficiency. Consequently, this syllabus is constructed to permit a fair
amount of self-instruction through the accompanying grammar reference
book and self-guided exploration. F22: The course is an exploration of
French language and culture through a nesting of two experiences: (1)
playing and analyzing games together as a class and (2) designing games
with the objectives of them being used (or usable) by French students/
teachers in the classroom (complete with rules and pedagogical guides).
This semester, we are trying a new thing, which is to have both advanced
students (such as yourself) and intermediate-level students in the same
class to try and form a true Community of Practice in which the students
will be socialized into a (mostly) French-speaking community of gamers and
game designers. This is why the meeting times are 6 hours, more hands-on
work, with less independent homework. 
Prerequisites: 82-201 or 82-203 

82-203 Intermediate French I Online

Fall: 9 units 
This course presents an integrated approach to studying the French
language and culture by zooming in and out across three Francophone
cities: Point-a-Pitre in Guadeloupe, Lyon in France, and Montreal in Quebec.
The course includes grammar review, literary and cultural reading and
analysis, and intensive practice in written and spoken French. This course
explores the history, transportation, music, foods, and architecture of
Francophone cities with an aim to foster cross-cultural awareness and self-
realization while developing proficiency in French. This course meets once
a week in person for an 80-minute conversation session. Students engage
in video analysis, reading analysis, and other activities online to prepare for
the 80-minute conversation courses. In addition, students will meet once a
week for a one-on-one meeting with the tutor or instructor for conversation
and practice. 
Prerequisites: 82-102 or 82-104 

82-204 Intermediate French II Online

Spring: 9 units 
An integrated approach to the study of the French language and culture
by means of grammar review, literary and cultural readings and analysis,
and intensive practice in written and spoken French. This course explores
definitions of culture and analyzes the dynamic role of language in culture
and culture in language, with an aim to foster cross-cultural awareness and
self-realization while developing proficiency in French. A continuation of
Intermediate French 1, with an emphasis on francophone cultures outside of
France. There is a required weekly class meeting for training and for group
activities, plus individual weekly meetings with a tutor or the instructor for
conversation and practice. 
Prerequisites: 82-201 or 82-203 

82-205 French for Professional Purposes

Intermittent: 9 units 
With over 300 million speakers in more than 50 countries, the French
language is essential for business and politics. A unique opportunity
to tailor your professional expertise or interests to a French-speaking
country or project of your choice, in this class, you will learn how to
mobilize French for your career. As we know, language cannot be used
to its greatest effect without a thorough understanding of intercultural
competence, an understanding of corporate culture, and life in France and
the Francophone world. Culturally, you will acquire knowledge, interpersonal
tools, and linguistic skills essential for collaboration and autonomous career
development. This module-driven, project-based course combines class
meetings and asynchronous independent work. In the first part of our
semester, we will dive into various cultural forms of the French-speaking
world to highlight main traits of Francophone cultures. In the second
part of the semester, each student will work on a project combining the
intercultural knowledge acquired in class and the professional skills of their
own academic disciplines or interests. This course is taught in English on the
topics listed above, and students will receive an introduction to elementary
grammar, as well as industry and everyday French. No prerequisites. 

82-207 French Comics

Intermittent: 9 units 
TBA 

82-208 Creating Knowledge for a Fairer and More Efficient World

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course surveys the societies and culture of modern Eastern Europe,
from the Baltic States and Poland to the Balkans and Bulgaria. It will attend
to this region's complex and turbulent history and consider the dynamics
that shape it from geographical, geopolitical, cultural, and socioeconomic
points of view. By reading texts by Milan Kundera, Mihail Sebastian,
and Olga Tokarczuk, among others, we will explore topics such as the
formation of nation states and nationalism, the violent conflicts of the 20th
century, the Holocaust, communist regimes, and post-communist political
formations. Students will come away with a better understanding of the
socio-cultural circumstances that shape present day Eastern Europe. All
readings will be in English, and no prior knowledge of Slavic languages or
cultures is required. 

82-209 New French Directors Reinventing their Cinema:
Contemporary Gazes on France

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course series analyzes contemporary mutations in France as they
are seen through the lenses of a new generation of filmmakers. Since the
2000s, these filmmakers - who originated from France's former colonies in
Africa, Asia and the Caribbean - have breathed new life into national cinema
and highlighted alternative narratives of French society. This semester's
course will focus on Alice Diop, currently one of the most successful French
filmmakers. Diop is a young Black woman of Muslim culture, born in the
urban peripheries, from an immigrant family of modest means. Each of
these seven identities alone make her an outsider in a traditionally Parisian,
white, bourgeois and heavily male French cinema environment. Taken
together, these characteristics form the main thread of this class: the
aesthetics, intersectional identities and universalist aspirations of a new
cinema that interrogates well-known visions, myths of and stereotypes
about France. This course is taught in English. 

82-210 Arab Society in Flux: The Role of Migration and
Displacement in Cultural Change

Intermittent: 3 units 
TBA 

82-211 Intermediate Arabic I

Fall: 12 units 
This course builds on Elementary Arabic II to continue building students'
communicative competence at the Intermediate Low-Mid level in Modern
Standard Arabic in all four language skills (listening, reading, speaking, and
writing) following a proficiency-oriented teaching approach. The course also
continues to 1) integrate a spoken dialect to enrich students' background
in oral communication; and 2) educate students about to various aspects of
Arab culture through written and audio-visual materials. 
Prerequisite: 82-112 

82-212 Intermediate Arabic II

Spring: 12 units 
This course follows Intermediate Arabic I. It continues to build students'
communicative competence at the Intermediate Mid-High level in Modern
Standard Arabic in all four skills (listening, reading, speaking, and writing)
following a proficiency-oriented teaching approach. The course also
continues to 1) integrate a spoken dialect to enrich students' background
in oral communication; 2) educate students about various aspects of
Arab culture through written and audio-visual materials; and 3) engage in
conversation with native speakers through the Natakallam program, virtual
sessions, and guest speakers from City of Asylum and other institutions, in
order to build their cultural literacy. 
Prerequisite: 82-211 
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82-214 Topics in Modern Arabic Language, Literature, & Culture

Fall and Spring: 6 units 
An integrated approach to the study of the Arabic language, literature
and culture by means of literary and cultural readings.This course explores
definitions of culture and analyzes the dynamic role of language in culture
and culture in language, with an aim to foster cross-cultural awareness
and self-realization while developing proficiency in Arabic. This course is
designed to strengthen listening, speaking, reading and writing, within the
context of an evolving Arabic culture. F22 A2: The beauty of Arabic is within
its flexibility: the way the sentence is built and the freedom it gives writers
to create new expressions. Are you ready to take your Arabic language and
culture to the next level? Your journey has just begun. Creative Writing
and Media is an interactive course that allows Arabic language students
to better understand the formal language, idioms, and metaphors, as well
as enhance their writing and reading capacity, not just in simple essays
but also in literature, short stories, poems, novels, and journalistic reports.
This course will provide students with techniques to help them develop
their artistic imagination to write long or short texts or poems in Arabic.
In addition, the course will allow students to expand their knowledge of
the Arab world, its culture, and its literature. Guest speakers will include
novelists, editors, and journalists from the Arab world to talk about their
writing processes and the general writing and media culture in the Arab
world. 
Prerequisite: 82-112 

82-215 Minorities in the Middle East and North Africa

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
In today's society that explores Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI),
one ought to ponder the challenges that Arab societies might have and
the progress made to celebrate and achieve DEI among its minority
groups. Some of the questions that this course addresses are whether a
minority in Arab societies is defined by number or status; the autocratic
governments' use of identity politics to serve their own interests; the role of
education, social norms, and media in approaching issues of skin colors and
minorities' rights; and the historical changes that have shaped citizenship
and belonging. This course aims to enrich students' understanding of the
diversity of minority groups of other religions (Muslims, Christians, Jews),
sects (Sunni and Shi'a), ethnicities (Copts, Nubians, Kurds), Palestinians,
LGBTQ, and women. It employs several elements such as the impact of
colonialism, Pan-Arabism, socio-economy, and cultural norms in order to
help students contextualize the status of minority groups through readings,
films/documentaries, music, and data collected via surveys and virtual
sessions with students in Arab countries. 

82-216 Literature of the Arabic-speaking World

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course is offered only at Carnegie Mellon's campus in Qatar. This
repeatable introductory course explores the Arab world through a thematic
or conceptual focus. In spring 2016, the theme will be "Cultural Issues in the
West and the Arab World". Coursework will include reading short stories and
novels to understand the cultural context that gave rise to specific literary
works. Students will also continue to develop their abilities to express their
ideas both in speaking and in writing, as well as their listening skills in
Modern Standard Arabic. 

82-217 Multilingualism and Multiculturalism in the Arab World

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course brings linguistic and cultural diversity in the Arab world to the
forefront through exposing students to the key social issues in the study of
multilingualism. To this end, the course will explore and analyze some of the
deeply held language ideologies in Arab and international contexts. Topics
to be covered in the course include (but are not limited to) multilingualism
within and across languages (e.g., multidialectal practices, code-switching
between languages, language variation and change), societal and individual
multilingualism (e.g. language and identity), multilingualism in institutional
sites (e.g. schools, the work place), language policy and planning, and
language rights. The course is taught in a seminar, discussion-based format
and students will construct projects to explore course topics in a hands-
on manner. The course is taught in English and students who wish to take
the course as a Modern Languages major or minor elective will need to
complete their final project on a topic relevant to the language they study. 

82-221 Intermediate German I

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
The goal of Intermediate German I is to further develop students linguistic
and cultural knowledge, allowing them to feel more comfortable as a user
of German. By the end of the semester, students should be able to: use
and understand German in everyday situations; communicate effectively
in general areas and in individual areas of interest; understand general
cultural perspectives in contemporary Germany; and read and understand
authentic materials from German-speaking countries. Activities will help
develop the four skills and of cultural knowledge. This course focuses on
intercultural concepts and will help students see what things Germans view
differently from other nations and what things might be similar. Topics will
include issues such as travel, politics, immigration, and music. A student
with prior experience in German must take the placement exam. 
Prerequisites: 82-122 or 82-123 

82-222 Intermediate German II

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course aims to increase your proficiency in all four language skills:
reading, writing, speaking, and listening comprehension. You will get
practice in speaking and listening through classroom discussions of the
readings as well as group discussions of general topics. In addition to
this, we will have a thorough grammar review. Overall, there will be a
pronounced emphasis on increasing your awareness of different worldviews.
We will contrast and compare different German-speaking countries with
one another and the diverse cultures that they harbor, as well as your
own countries with their cultural and historical idiosyncrasies. Last but not
least, we will explore and analyze the cultural context within which various
institutions exist and within which cultural norms are constructed. 
Prerequisite: 82-221 

82-224 The Holocaust in History & Culture

Intermittent: 9 units 
The Holocaust in History and Culture will examine the Holocaust as one
of the most massive violations of justice in European history. It will look
at the way that Jews, as well as gay men, disabled individuals, and Sinto
and Roma, were systematically excluded from civic and political life in
Germany and elsewhere. Historical analysis of the Holocaust will examine
how and why it came about, placing it within the frameworks of modern
German history, European anti-semitism, and the Second World War. The
course will cover the history of the National Socialist party and ideology of
Adolf Hitler. We will trace the rapid radicalization and intensifying violence
of Nazi policies against Jews during the first two years of the war. We will
discuss how historians' explanations of the Holocaust have been shaped
by the mountain of new evidence that has been discovered since 1945.
Cultural analysis will examine the ever-evolving place of the Holocaust
within German, Jewish, and Eastern European postwar cultures, and it will
consider the ways that writers, filmmakers, and other cultural producers
have understood the challenges posed by the Holocaust in the context of
their own time and cultural milieu. 

82-225 Multiculturalism, Ethnic Diversity, and Debates about Them
in Contemporary Europ

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course will explore ethnic and cultural diversity in contemporary
Europe, especially Germany. All of these countries have become
increasingly diverse ethnically and culturally over the last few decades,
and there have been significant debates about immigration and willingness
(or lack thereof) to accept refugees from other parts of the world. Some
have celebrated Europe's increasing multiculturalism and diversity,
whereas others have criticized it. The goal of the course is to look at both
multiculturalism and diversity and also the critics of multiculturalism and
diversity. 
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82-227 Germany & the European Union

Spring: 9 units 
This course offers an overview of contemporary Germany, its problems
and its promise, with a particular focus on German politics, the German
economy, and Germany's role in the European Union and in the world
system. Primary topics include: 1) Germany on the World Stage; 2) Germany
and the Past; 3) the German political system; 4) the German economic
system; 5) the European Union, its challenges, and Germany's role in it; 6)
Germany, the EU, and multiculturalism and ethnic and cultural pluralism,
including the role played in Germany and Europe by ethnic, religious, and
cultural minorities. Each of these topics will take about 2-3 weeks of the
course. Students in the course will be required 1) to complete all required
course readings (the equivalent of about three books in English, although in
most cases we will be reading chapters from books rather than entire books,
plus about five separate articles in English), 2) to take five short fifteen-
minute quizzes on the some of the various themes of the course, 3) to do a
book review of a book of their choosing dealing with contemporary Germany
and/or the European Union and to make a presentation about that book
in class, 4) to write three short (four page) papers on the themes of the
course, and 5) to participate in two debates about A) Germany's response to
the past; and B) Whether or not Germany and the EU should be more open
to ethnic, cultural, and religious minorities. 

82-230 Cultural Topics in Chinese Studies

Intermittent: 9 units 
FALL 2023: The Pursuit of Happiness in Early Chinese Thoughts and Their
Modern-day Applications (section taught in English):Do you claim to be
a happy person? If so, why? If not, why not? How do we define "good
life" and where can we get it? This course will inspect various responses
to these questions in early Chinese thoughts and their modern-day
applications from a global perspective. Chinese thoughts and philosophy
are the intellectual foundations of Chinese culture throughout history.
They represent the love and pursuit of wisdom in Chinese tradition. The
course will explore some major schools of thought in early China such as
Daoism/Taoism, Confucianism, Buddhism, Legalism, and Mohism, and look
at the manifestations of their wisdom in various aspects of contemporary
Chinese society, including food, medicine, Fengshui, architecture, painting,
calligraphy, and Taichi. 

82-231 Intermediate Chinese I

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
This course is the continuation of Elementary Chinese II (82-132). At the
intermediate level, students will continue to improve the basic skills of
listening, speaking, reading and writing with the goal of becoming more
proficient in daily communication needs. In addition to an ongoing review of
basic grammar, a greater variety of expressions and complicated sentence
structures will be taught so that students can carry on more sophisticated
daily conversations on various topics related to every day life. While
equal emphasis will still be on both Pinyin and characters, students will
be encouraged to use more and more Chinese characters with the help
of Pinyin for communication. In-class and extracurricular activities related
to the broad spectrum of Chinese culture will be organized to facilitate
language learning using knowledge of the cultural background of the
language. Regular homework, quizzes, tests, presentations, essays, and
class participation are mandatory (four in-class hours per week). A student
with prior experience in Chinese must take the placement exam. 
Prerequisites: 82-135 or 82-134 or 82-132 

82-232 Intermediate Chinese II

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
This course aims to increase your proficiency in all four language skills:
reading, writing, speaking, and listening comprehension. You will get
practice in speaking and listening through classroom discussions of the
readings as well as group discussions of general topics. In addition to
this, we will have a thorough grammar review. Overall, there will be a
pronounced emphasis on increasing your awareness of different worldviews.
We will contrast and compare different German-speaking countries with
one another and the diverse cultures that they harbor, as well as your
own countries with their cultural and historical idiosyncrasies. Last but not
least, we will explore and analyze the cultural context within which various
institutions exist and within which cultural norms are constructed. 
Prerequisite: 82-231 

82-234 Environment and Society in Modern Chinese Literature and
Visual Culture

Intermittent: 9 units 
As the world's biggest greenhouse emitter, China is facing enormous
environmental problems and challenges, including deforestation, air
pollution, soil erosion, and environmental diseases. At various historical
moments, Chinese and East Asian environmental problems are deeply
intertwined with class, gender, ethnic, and other political and cultural
issues. What is the most compelling narrative strategy to represent the
complexity of Chinese and East Asian environmental problems? From a
global perspective, how unique are Chinese and East Asian environmental
issues? How should we understand China's rise from an environmental
perspective? This undergrad seminar covers the most important topics
and texts in both environmental humanities and modern Chinese literature
and culture. We will also explore Chinese environmental imaginations and
realities from East Asian, comparative, global, as well as interdisciplinary
perspectives. Thematically, this seminar focuses on deforestation, chemical
pollution, climate change, ethnicity, toxic waste, and the extinction of
species. With a focus on the People's Republic of China and its most
recent development, the readings include literature, film, popular culture,
environmental history, and new media. We will also read important theories
as analytical tools by Rob Nixon, Karen Thornber, Ursula Heise, Dipesh
Chakrabarty, Anna Tsing, William Cronon, etc. The undergrad seminar will
examine a vast range of topics in literary and visual expressions. Each
thematic topic is paired with a key concept in environmental humanities so
that students can situate their study within the scholarship of environmental
humanities. We will understand Chinese environmental literature from an
intertextual and interdisciplinary perspective. 

82-235 Fables, Legends and Stories from Ancient Chinese
Civilization

Spring: 9 units 
By reading, analyzing, and presenting on traditional fables, short stories,
and articles on the lifestyle and social changes in China, this course
encourages students to look into the historical development of ancient
Chinese civilization and the complex relationship between traditional
China and its modern counterpart. Activities related to a broad spectrum
of Chinese literature, culture and society are organized to facilitate
language learning, cultural analysis and cross-cultural comparison. Topics
of this course include, but are not limited to, the Chinese creation myth,
famous historical events and figures, Chinese herb medicine, and Chinese
wedding customs. In addition to expanding students' knowledge of Chinese
society and culture and the socio-cultural influences on Chinese language,
this course will also help students extend their Chinese vocabulary and
improve Chinese reading and writing skills and proficiency. With the help
of classroom discussion and debate, reading and writing assignments, and
cultural presentations and projects, students are expected to develop long-
term retention of Chinese language and in-depth understanding of Chinese
culture and society from a global perspective. 
Prerequisites: 82-135 or 82-231 

82-236 Intensive Chinese Language & Culture: Intermediate Level

Spring 
No course description provided. 

82-237 Animated Storytelling: Chinese Ghost Stories and Shadow
Play

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course offers an interdisciplinary exploration of the interrelationships
between literary and cultural productions, and the art of animation.
It combines traditional humanities research in literature, history, and
religion with contemporary digital humanities and visual storytelling
techniques. Topics offered under this title include "Chinese Mythology
and Animation Creation" and "Chinese Ghost Stories and Shadow Play".
"Chinese Mythology and Animation Creation": In addition to close reading
and critical examination of Chinese mythological tales, their social, historical
and cultural origins and modern adaptations, this course also encourages
students to create their own "mythological stories" through creative writing,
animation, digital storytelling, and immersive media projects. "Chinese
Ghost Stories and Shadow Play": Through reading and analysis of the 17th-
century literary masterpiece, Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio, this
course examines the mystical and often overlooked world of Chinese ghost
literature and culture. Through practical studio work, students will explore
techniques in traditional Chinese shadow play in relation to a broad cultural
survey of world heritage shadow play traditions and contemporary media
arts affordances. Students are encouraged to create their own ghost stories
using various mediums. 
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82-238 Topics in Chinese Culture

Intermittent: 9 units 
Topics offered under this repeatable title will focus on aspects of modern
and contemporary Chinese culture, including, literature, the arts, theater
and music, and gender studies. F24: This course explores various aspects
of Chinese civilization, focusing on three key figures: scholars, artists, and
merchants. Representing distinct societal strata and perspectives, these
figures provide multifaceted insights into the cultural, social, and economic
dynamics that have shaped China through the ages. We aim to uncover the
life stories and legacies of pivotal figures, scrutinizing how they navigated
and influenced the intertwining realms of aesthetics, politics, philosophy,
and economics. We will explore critical questions such as: How did scholarly
ideas shape perceptions of art and commerce? In what ways did aesthetic
values influence popular culture and markets? How did economic shifts
and the advent of consumer society impact the education system and the
evolving identity of scholars? Additionally, we will examine how global trade
dynamics catalyzed transformations in political and philosophical thought,
ushering China into the modern era. With an interdisciplinary approach,
this course covers a wide array of topics, including political institutions,
religion and philosophy, gender and kinship, commerce and economy, art
and literature, and material culture. Engaging with the stories of ambition,
creativity, and resilience, students will gain a nuanced perspective of
China's past, an appreciation of its cultural depth, and insights into its role
in the contemporary world. 

82-239 Crazy Linguistically Rich Asian Languages

Intermittent: 9 units 
For many monolingual Americans, English is the only language they have
thought in, spoken, and tried to understand. Languages vary considerably
and understanding how and why languages differ and what this means for
communication, society, and culture are important steps in creating more
global and intercultural citizens. The languages spoken in China, Japan,
and Korea (and more broadly, East Asia) differ from English in a number
of striking ways. In this course, students will gain an understanding of the
sound systems, morphosyntax, lexicon, and writing systems of various East
Asian languages. Students will also learn how these neighboring languages
and cultures have interacted and changed over time. 

82-240 Pathways in Spanish: Exploring Personal and Professional
Opportunities

Intermittent: 3 units 
Spanish, the second most widely spoken native language in the world,
has nearly 500 million native speakers, and is an increasingly important
language throughout the US and abroad. This course will serve as an
opportunity for students to consider ways that the study of the Spanish
language and of Spanish-speaking cultures can serve to open doors and
enrich us both personally and professionally. We will consider how your
work in Hispanic Studies connects with other majors and minors, as well as
looking at a variety of opportunities in terms of internships, scholarships,
and future career paths. The course will include visits from some local
organizations and businesses where Spanish is regularly used, and serve to
connect students with alumni from a variety of different fields whose jobs
have utilized Spanish and/or knowledge of Hispanic cultures. This course is
open to students of all years and levels of Spanish. 

82-241 Intermediate Spanish I

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
Intermediate Spanish I is the first part of a two-semester course sequence
(82-241, 82-242) designed to familiarize students with the cultures and
perspectives of the Spanish-speaking world. Students will develop self-
expression across a range of culturally significant topics, improving
their speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills while working with
longer passages of language in context through reading, writing and
listening/viewing (e.g. tv series, movies, short novels, plays) and frequently
working in groups and pairs, and utilizing technologies that enhance
learning opportunities and promote skill development. The course provides
extracurricular opportunities to interact with members of the Spanish-
speaking community. 
Prerequisites: 82-142 or 82-144 

82-242 Intermediate Spanish II

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
Intermediate Spanish II is the second part of a two-semester course
sequence (82-241, 82-242) designed to familiarize students with the
cultures and perspectives of the Spanish-speaking world. Students will
develop self-expression across a range of culturally significant topics,
improving their speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills while working
with longer passages of language in context through reading, writing and
listening/viewing (e.g. tv series, movies, short novels, plays) and frequently
working in groups and pairs, and utilizing technologies that enhance
learning opportunities and promote skill development. The course provides
extracurricular opportunities to interact with members of the Spanish-
speaking community. 
Prerequisites: 82-243 or 82-241

Course Website: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-
HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view (https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view/)

82-245 New Directions in Hispanic Studies

Intermittent: 9 units 
SPRING 2021: COVID Cultures - Narratives from a Pandemic This course
is designed to investigate the narratives of the COVID pandemic within a
global context focusing on the humanistic and cultural. The geographic
focus will be the Spanish-speaking world. Readings will begin with the
philosophers Seneca and Maimonides and continue through history such
that the analyses stem from the students' development of their own concept
of narratives of the body and pandemic. We will concentrate on the stories
and experiences of those disproportionately affected by the pandemic
in order to attempt to amplify those voices. In addition, we will question
standards of practice of health and medicine in the US and the effectiveness
of those standards when applied to various Spanish-speaking cultures both
within and outside of the US. Conversely, we will attempt to understand
what the US can learn from other cultures. This course will be taught in
English. 

82-247 US Latinos Literature

Intermittent: 9 units 
FALL 2023: Mapping Dreams and Nightmares: Seeing and Writing the
US-Mexico Border This course will focus on the US-Mexico border, with
particular emphasis on visual representations of the border from both
the US and Mexico, and on the unique, vibrant fronteriza cultures that
result in the space betwixt and between. The course will emphasize key
moments and events in the history of the border, including for example
the Mexican Revolution, the creation of the border patrol in the 1920s, the
Bracero program, Operation Wetback, the Chicano movement, Operation
Gatekeeper, and will consider how visual and textual representations
have responded to and been conditioned by the political and economic
relationship between the US and Mexico, particularly in the wake of
neoliberal policies. We will draw on a wide variety of materials, including
film, video, visual arts, performance, border theory, and literary and
journalistic texts. (This sections is taught in English) 

82-248 Introduction to Latin American Film and Visual Arts

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
TBA 

82-249 Hispanic Language & Cultures for the Professions

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course focuses on building proficiency in Spanish-language
communicative skills and cultural awareness for business contexts in the
very diverse Spanish-speaking world, one with over 437 million speakers
worldwide. Students will be introduced to a variety of contexts in the
Spanish-speaking world of global business and finance through multimodal
materials, e.g., newspapers, film, advertisements, and other relevant texts.
By examining different scenarios such as job interviews, international trade,
and workplace environments, students will build knowledge of vocabulary
and develop a real-world understanding of appropriate linguistic, cultural,
and discipline-specific practices. 
Prerequisite: 82-241 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view/
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82-250 Digital Realities: Introducing Immersive Technologies for
Arts and Culture

Intermittent: 9 units 
As Immersive and spatial media increasingly feature in our cultural life,
innovators are needed who can blend technological skills with creative
imagination and critical humanistic practice. This introductory course aims
to enable hybrid technologists, media-makers, and storytellers who can
create mediated experiences that advance diversity, equity, and inclusion
in the creation of augmented, immersive, and spatial media. You will
construct, but also deconstruct immersive and augmented experiences with
respect to the cultural, socio-emotional, and embodied aspects of human
experience through a process of play, exploration, and experimentation. You
will author original narratives and prototype spatially mediated experiences
while attending to the aesthetic considerations, humanistic concerns, and
design conventions defining this emerging mode of cultural production. 

82-251 Intermediate Korean I

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
At the intermediate level, students will continue to improve four skills
(listening, speaking, reading, and writing) with the goal of becoming more
proficient in daily and extended communication needs. The course will
cover grammar, vocabulary, a variety of expressions for daily conversations,
pragmatics, and cultural aspects of Korean society. Through various
pedagogic/real-world tasks and in/out-of-class activities, students will have
sufficient language use and practice opportunities. Particularly, to facilitate
students' language learning, the course will utilize various types of tasks
(e.g., individual/collaborative tasks, technology-mediated tasks), which are
based on authentic situations and everyday topics. Regular homework,
quizzes, tests, task performance, oral presentations, and class participation
are mandatory (four in-class hours per week). Elementary Korean II is a
prerequisite of this course. 
Prerequisite: 82-152 Min. grade C 

82-252 Intermediate Korean 2

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
In Intermediate Korean II, students will continue to develop their four
language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) with the goal of
becoming more proficient in both daily and extended communication. The
course will focus on grammar, vocabulary, and expressions for everyday
conversations, while also deepening students' understanding of the cultural
aspects of Korean society. Authentic, real-world materials (e.g., K-Drama,
TV shows) will be integrated into the curriculum to provide a richer, more
immersive language experience. 

82-253 Korean Society through Film and Literature

Intermittent: 9 units 
In this course, students directly engage with the works of celebrated
and emerging Korean writers and directors. They contextualize them by
associating them with contemporary issues in Korean society, which are
all linked—one way or another—with Korean history. From class struggles
to gender disparities, but also with an emphasis on the experiences of
minorities and the Korean diaspora, this seminar will provide students
with an overview of the contemporary issues that animate the social
debate in Korea. By comparing past contexts with the present ones, they
will ultimately be able to think about the future trajectories of Korean
society. Particular attention will be paid to adaptation, as we will sometimes
compare an original work and its movie adaptation. Films in Korean with
English subtitles. Readings and Discussion in English. 

82-254 World of Korea, Then and Now

Intermittent: 9 units 
Over the past two decades or so, South Korea has grown to become a
major player, not only in East Asia, but also in world politics, economy, and
culture. While Korean society thus certainly deserves enough attention as
a venue for discussing the changes occurring across the world, its history
and culture still remains less known than it should be to the outside world
including the U.S. This course thus aims to offer an opportunity to explore
the evolution of Korean society and culture over the course of its modern
history. By enriching the knowledge of Korean history, it also hopes to
help the student gain fresh perspectives on broader contexts such as
East Asia and the Pacific Rim. This course covers a broad range of time
periods: the colonial era to the present. Yet designed to inspire critical
approach rather than just offer sketchy overviews, it is structured around
key sociocultural issues such as colonial legacies, the cold war paranoia,
dictatorship, democratization, national culture, gender politics, diaspora,
globalization, hallyu (k-pop/k-drama), etc. To better serve its objectives, this
course also utilizes diverse forms of texts: historical studies, critical essays,
literary works, films, TV dramas, and music videos. Prerequisite: None 

82-255 Beyond the Korean Wave: A Critical Exploration of K-pop

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
Over the last thirty years, K-pop has gained global exposure exponentially
and has been quickly incorporated into the Korean Wave (Hallyu)
phenomenon, along with other elements of Korean popular culture (TV
shows, movies, beauty products, and more). BUT STILL, K-pop is either
introduced in the mainstream media as a "new phenomenon" or as a
"dark industry" while being assimilated into other Korean popular culture
elements that have very different audiences. Even though the discourse
around the Korean Wave is essential to understand how K-pop gained
global exposure, it does not tell you the whole story. To understand the
multiple facets of K-pop, it is necessary to take some distance from the
"Korean Wave" and consider K-pop as a single entity. On the other hand,
by over-focusing on the global attractivity of K-pop, we tend to forget
about the national context, when it is crucial to understand where K-pop
originates. Informed by a production and a reception focus and using an
interdisciplinary approach that combines Area studies, Ethnomusicology,
and Gender Studies, this seminar does not aim at teaching you "exactly"
what K-pop is. Instead, it provides you with the tools to define it in your own
way. Students will learn how to express their critical thinking through both
non-academic and academic writing. It engages students in critical readings
of written and audiovisual texts, as well as allows them to practice writing
as a recursive process of drafting and revision. Consider this seminar as a
safe space where students use their interest (whichever type of interest
it could be) in K-pop as a gateway to understanding its cultural conditions
through engaging academic discussions. 

82-260 Black Italy

Intermittent: 9 units 
Black Italians have been underrepresented in Italian Literature and Cinema,
but their presence has changed and increased in the last decade. This
course will explore how Italian identities are constructed and how various
factors influence Italians' perceptions of themselves and others. Then, the
course will contextualize the representation of Blackness in Italy through
a historical perspective, exploring the challenges of Black people in the
Italian space by focusing on the representation of Blackness in Italian
cultural production and discussing issues such as culture, identity, alterity,
colonialism, gender, race, and colorism. Course taught in English with
English material. 

82-261 Intermediate Italian I

Fall: 9 units 
This course begins a two-semester course sequence (82-261, 82-262) for
intermediate-level students. At the intermediate level, students will continue
to improve listening, speaking, reading and writing skills with the goal of
becoming more proficient in daily and extended communication needs.
In addition to an ongoing review of basic grammar, a greater variety of
grammar, expressions and complicated sentence structures will be taught
so that students can carry on more sophisticated conversations on various
topics. In-class activities and homework using authentic texts related to
the broad spectrum of Italian culture will be used to integrate language
learning with content and culture. Regular homework, quizzes, tests,
presentations, essays, and class participation are mandatory. A student with
prior experience in Italian must take the placement exam. 
Prerequisites: 82-163 or 82-162 

82-262 Intermediate Italian II

Spring: 9 units 
At the intermediate level, students will continue to improve listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills with the goal of becoming more
proficient in daily and extended communication needs. In addition to
an ongoing review of basic grammar, a greater variety of grammar,
expressions and complicated sentence structures will be taught so that
students can carry on more sophisticated conversations on various topics.
In-class activities and homework using authentic texts related to the broad
spectrum of Italian culture will be used to integrate language learning with
content and culture. Regular homework, quizzes, tests, presentations,
essays, and class participation are mandatory. A student with prior
experience in Italian must take the placement exam. 
Prerequisite: 82-261 

82-263 Intensive Italian Language & Culture: Intermediate Level

Intermittent: 9 units 
No course description provided. 
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82-265 Third Cinema: People, Language, and Culture in
Documentary Storytelling

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
Could you create compelling narratives with cultural resonance? Could you
use film as a tool for understanding and cross-cultural dialogue? In a world
looking for connection, this course brings you into the world of documentary
filmmaking, exploring languages, cultures, and identity. You'll uncover
echoes of lives and traditions, crafting compelling narratives mirroring
intricate tapestries of language, identity, and shared history. You'll learn
writing, shooting, and editing, weaving personal experiences into films.
Amidst storytelling traditions, you'll explore representation, listening to
stories from our communities, whispers and echoes from the past. Ongoing
assessment, tied closely to a formal production process, culminating with a
public screening; your documentaries should portray people's lives, reflect
aspects of community, and engage with important social issues. Ideal for
language, culture, and political discourse students, no prerequisites are
needed. Skills will be imparted; success thrives in forging relationships,
sharing ideas, and illuminating narratives that bridge cultures, unearthing
shared human experiences.

Course Website: http://kenner.dotsandspaces.uk/blog/courses/

82-267 Beyond the Mafia and Michelangelo

Intermittent: 9 units 
Beyond the Mafia and Michelangelo: Italy Unmasked Eclipsed by the
consumer obsessions of tourists and the most well-known figures of
Italian history, the uniqueness of Italy, offering distinct cultures in the
north, central, and south, is rarely understood by outsiders. In this
course, students will discover an Italy rich with cultural variants, radically
diverse histories, customs, cults, and superstitions, in addition to physical
expressions of culture in cooking and clothing, art and architecture.
Students will identify and critically analyze diversity within the peninsula
and its islands, and expand their awareness and understanding of the role
of culture in behavior. Film, documentaries, and readings from epistolary
and literary sources will help reveal a more profound Italy, for example,
the science of Dulbecco (the Human Genome), the architecture of Trulli
conical houses, the religious importance of Pitigliano ('Little Jerusalem'),
and the immigration problems of San Marino. Coursework will include class
participation, readings, film viewings, and writing. Final projects will be
based on interviews and oral histories with the Italo-American community
in Bloomfield (Pittsburgh), leading to critical comparisons of that population
with Italians in Italy. This course is offered in English. 

82-268 Introduction to Italian Film

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course provides an overview of Italian cinema from the Fascist era
to the present day. The course aims to analyze major directors' works and
understand the most important genres, themes, and tools used in Italian
cinema. While exploring the history of Italian cinema, students will also
learn about the history of Italy and examine the socio-economic context in
which these landmarks were produced. The course will involve discussions
on movies by renowned filmmakers such as Federico Fellini, Vittorio De Sica,
Michelangelo Antonioni, Lina Wermuller, and many more. Films in Italian
with English subtitles. Readings and discussion in English. 

82-269 Immersive Digital Storytelling:Using VR/AR to Explore,
Language Culture Identity

Intermittent: 9 units 
In this course you will enjoy a series of remote and then in-person
workshops, setting the groundwork for their own practical projects. Often
perceived as a technology of tomorrow, students will be introduced
to storytellers and content creators currently working with Virtual and
Augmented Reality and other Immersive media m to tell stories about
people, communities, cultures, and histories in compelling and engaging
ways. Using readily available smartphone apps and consumer-ready
cameras and head-mounted displays, students will be able to create their
own short immersive films and gain a better understanding of this important
and emerging field. You will produce your own short digital story using the
technologies that we explore through this class. Your story will explore
themes of identity, language, and culture, asking you to relate experiences
and reflect on ways that you connect and interact with cultures around you.
We will ask questions about the affordances of immersive technologies, how
we can use them to tell stories of culture and how creators and artists are
different themes through their work. 

82-270 Technology in Japanese Culture and Society

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course explores various ways technology interacts with Japanese
culture and society. On the one hand, technology has greatly changed
Japanese culture and society, but on the other hand, the actual use of
technology in Japan has been significantly influenced by Japanese culture
and society. As an illustrative example, the course takes up robotic
technology and examines how it has been imagined in culture (e.g., anime,
manga) and implemented to resolve social issues (e.g., shrinking labor
force) by Japanese people. It seeks to show how cultural and social contexts
dictate the way technology has been put to use to satisfy the material
and other desires of people. This course is taught in English and has no
prerequisites. No previous knowledge of Japanese language is required.
This course can be taken as an elective course for Japanese majors and
minors. The course starts with a vision of society as demonstrated in
anime featuring robots (e.g., Astro Boy and Gigantor in the 1960s) and in
the Japanese government's robot initiative, Innovation 25, for robotizing
Japanese society by 2025. In this vision, people and robots will share a deep
emotional bond and live together harmoniously. Then, the course discusses
various topics in the vision including a family with a robot, genders of
robots, laws of robotics by Asimov and Tezuka governing human-robot
interactions, robot rights and human rights, "cyborg-ableism" (disabilities
should be overcome by using robotic technology), and a funeral or memorial
rite for inoperative robots and a "New Age" Buddhism. Finally, it speculates
on the extent to which the Japanese human-robot cohabitation scenario
has been realized and the extent to which the scenario remains a product
of imagineering (melding science and fantasy to create believable make-
believe worlds). 

82-271 Intermediate Japanese I

Fall and Spring: 12 units 
This course is the first part of a two-semester course sequence (82-271,
82-272). At the intermediate level, students will continue to improve the
basic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing skills with the goal
of becoming more proficient in daily communication needs, and takes
an integrated approach to the study of Japanese language and culture,
consisting of grammar review, reading, and intensive practice in written
and spoken Japanese. Course materials include authentic audiovisual and
written texts in addition to the assigned textbooks. Also integrated are
cultural explorations through direct interactions with native speakers.
Regular homework, quizzes, tests, presentations, essays, and class
participation are mandatory (four in-class hours per week). A student with
prior experience in Japanese must take the placement exam. 
Prerequisite: 82-172 

82-272 Intermediate Japanese II

Spring: 12 units 
Intermediate Japanese II is the second part of a two-semester course
sequence (82-271, 82-272) and continues the shift in instructional focus,
which started in Intermediate Japanese I, from learning to use Japanese
in a culturally appropriate manner to using Japanese to learn Japanese
culture. With a dual focus on developing communication skills and cultural
analysis skills, the course takes an integrated approach in designing
meaningful, goal-oriented learning activities so that students can practice
communication skills and cultural analysis skills simultaneously. In pairs
and small groups, students will discuss various cultural topics of current
relevance for Japan by drawing on authentic materials (e.g., newspaper
articles, comic strips, TV commercials, films) as well as learner materials in
the textbook and the course packet and by comparing Japanese culture and
their own in regard to those topics. As part of the course work, students will
also enjoy an opportunity to have a small group discussion on the topics of
their term projects with Japanese residents in Pittsburgh as well as a one-on-
one discussion on the same topics with a speaking assistant. 
Prerequisite: 82-271 

http://kenner.dotsandspaces.uk/blog/courses/
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82-273 Introduction to Japanese Language and Culture

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course is an introduction to modern Japanese culture, examining
Japanese society, its socialization processes, and the role of language in
expressing, transmitting and maintaining social structure and cultural
values. Learning key concepts to better understand Japanese culture and
society from the post war to present-day Japan, students develop a range of
skills to analyze cultural perspectives from observable behaviors and social
phenomena. Students explore cultural diversity in relation to the traditional
view of Japan's homogeneity.This course is taught in English and is intended
for those who want to gain better understanding of modern Japanese society
and of their own cultural identities, as well as for students of the Japanese
language.

Course Website: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-
HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view (https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view/)

82-274 Introduction to Japanese Linguistics

Intermittent: 9 units 
TBD 

82-275 Queer Representations in Contemporary Literature and
Culture from Japan

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course will survey queerness in contemporary Japan from the 1980s to
the present. Though literature will be the primary focus of this course, we
will also look at material from a variety of media including cinema, poetry,
manga, and television. The goal is to look at how queerness has been
depicted in recent years by a variety of authors and creators, whether or not
they happen to be queer themselves. The course will be divided into four
large units consisting of approximately four weeks each: Unit One - A Brief
Historical Survey; Unit Two - Japanese Literature as Pre-AIDS/Post-AIDS; Unit
Three - Queerness on the Border and On the Borders of Queerness; Unit
Four - Queerness in Film, Poetry, and Manga. 

82-276 Intensive Japanese Language & Culture: Intermediate Level

Intermittent 
No course description provided. 

82-278 Japanese Film and Literature: The Art of Storytelling

Intermittent: 9 units 
The course covers modern Japanese literature (from 1868 to the present)
and post-war Japanese film (from 1945 to the present). The modern film
and literature have inherited unique premodern characteristics such as
an open-ended plot without any closure, a non-linear as well as linear
way of storytelling, and a preference of atmosphere and beauty over a
structured plot. On the other hand, partly owing to the Western influences,
they have seen innovations in the art of storytelling (e.g., contextualization
of modern self in an open-ended story, filming techniques). The course
focuses on the artistic media (e.g., language, sound, color, film techniques)
of each film and literary work and their interactions with the plot and the
historical and social contexts of each work. It also explores how the art
of storytelling is in tandem with the vicissitudes of human condition as
illustrated in Japan's variety of films and literature in the twentieth and
twenty-first century. Analyses of each storytelling not only reveal cultural
dynamics behind Japanese modernity, but also invite students to find new
insights into Japanese culture and their ways to perceive our globalized
world. What kind of cultural exchanges took place between modern Japan
and the West? How are Japan's traditional values transformed in the
face of modern technicalization and industrialization, compared to the
modernization of other countries? And, in turn, what kind of impact has
modern Japanese culture had on today's world? Tackling these questions
among others, the course also extends to such issues as the legacy of
traditional Japanese culture, the modern Emperor system, the World War
II experiences, emerging voices of minorities and the popular culture (e.g.,
anime and subculture).

Course Website: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-
HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view (https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view/)

82-279 Anime - Visual Interplay between Japan and the World

All Semesters: 9 units 
In contemporary Japanese culture, anime plays a vital role, unfolding a wide
range of non-linear as well as linear ways of storytelling with its distinct
modes of visual representation, such as character designs and vibrant use
of colors to reconstruct the environment/social reality, and complementing
to other forms of culture (e.g., literature, film, and art). This course explores
Japanese anime's appeal to the international viewers today, centering on
cultural/social analyses of animated works such as the fantastic of the
Studio Ghibli production and Cyberpunk's post-apocalyptic worldview in
consultation with the scholarship of anime as a global cultural phenomenon.
Equally important are to locate the origin of Japanese animation, which is
also to be investigated through analyses of the prewar and postwar works of
animation in conjunction with related forms such as manga, or comic strips
(e.g., Osamu Tezuka's works that was initially inspired by Disney) and to
discuss the potential of anime as an art form.

Course Website: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-
HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view (https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view/)

82-280 Billingual & Bicultural Experiences in the US

Fall: 9 units 
What does it mean to be bilingual in the USA, when approximately 80% of
Americans are monolingual English-speakers? In this course, we will learn
about the nature and experience of bilingualism and biculturalism (past
and present) and how it shapes different perspectives and worldviews and
#8212;within an individual, between individuals, and on a larger (societal,
cultural) level. The course highlights the experiences of groups such as
immigrants, racial/ethnic minorities, indigenous communities, and users
of signed languages to foreground experiences that may be similar to or
different from those of the students. We use a variety of resources (e.g.,
social media, film and documentaries, historical documents, literature,
music, art) to accomplish this, and students are encouraged to be creative
in the ways they design their own hands-on projects. This discussion-based
course is taught in English and is open to all students, whether they identify
as bilingual/bicultural, or are simply interested in the course topic.

Course Website: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-
HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view (https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view/)

82-281 Gender and Sexuality in the Spanish-speaking World

Intermittent: 9 units 
SPRING 2023: SEC A: Gender and Sexuality in the Spanish-speaking World
In recent years, issues of gender and sexuality in the Spanish-speaking
world have garnered much international attention - for example the
#niunamenos movement throughout Latin America, recent protests over
restrictive abortion laws in the Dominican Republic, the rise of transgender
rights movements in the Americas and Europe, femicide on the US-Mexico
border and throughout the Northern Triangle of Central America. While
these are more recent manifestations, gender and sexuality have always
played a critical role in an understanding of the Spanish-speaking world. In
this course, we will explore how gender, understood as a social construct,
and sexuality are inextricably linked to economic and political structures,
and importantly, how gender and sexuality intersect with race and class
in the very diverse cultures of the Spanish-speaking world. The course is
conducted in English but students with knowledge of Spanish will have an
opportunity to use their language skills.

Course Website: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-
HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view (https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view/)
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82-282 Interpreting Global Texts & Cultures

Intermittent: 9 units 
Literature, film, music, art, theater, and other forms of humanistic artistic
expressions, play an important role in society. Few moments in life are as
moving as listening to the right song at the right time, and many of us can
list films and/or books that have shaped who we consider to be. Beyond
the individual level, artistic expressions have also influenced revolutions,
businesses, science, politics, and the list goes on and on. Yet, we often take
culture and artistic expressions for granted. What is their role and value in
society? How can we interpret these cultural artifacts? Is there a right or
wrong interpretation? These are some of the questions we will explore in
this class.

Course Website: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-
HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view (https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view/)

82-283 Language Diversity & Cultural Identity

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
Culture, language, and identity are intimately tied together. Individuals,
families, communities, and nations identify themselves in relation to the
language or languages they speak. Local, national, and international
governmental organizations make choices about the language or languages
they recognize and use for political and economic affairs. The United
Nations even recognizes language as integral to maintaining the cultural
heritage of communities and peoples around the world, and the freedom
to choose ones language of expression as a universal human right. In this
course, we will explore a variety of questions, advantages, and challenges
related to language diversity and cultural identity across the globe. Our
main focus will be on contexts of multilingualism that is, contexts in
which two or more languages may be used. Adopting a comparative case
study approach, we will explore the following themes: (i) The historical
underpinnings of language diversity and its consequences for cultural
identity today (e.g., migration, colonization, conquest); (ii) How language
diversity and cultural identity shapes, and is shaped by, local, regional,
national, and international politics; (iii) The relationship between language
diversity and language use and visibility in public spaces (i.e., the linguistic
landscape); (iv) Relations between linguistic communities (e.g., majority
and minority language users) and the sense of belonging to a culture. The
course is taught in English. Students who wish to take the course as a
Modern Languages major or minor elective will need to complete their final
project on a topic relevant to the language they study.

Course Website: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-
HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view (https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1RU2iXs7Vyc-6F-HRozPu7_YdV7oYuOGn/view/)

82-284 Multicultural Pittsburgh: VR Storytelling

Fall and Spring: 6 units 
Pittsburgh is known for its multicultural landscape and communities.
Through this course, students will explore the cultures, identities,
languages, and groups that have historically shaped, and are still shaping
Pittsburgh. Students will develop digital documentation of the city's
communities, for example using video, photography, audio podcast, and
focus on immersive VR. Through active learning, students will employ
approaches such as interviews, research and exploration of the city through
its data and social history. Students will craft their work in the Askwith
Kenner Global Languages and amp; Cultures Room housed in the Tepper
Building, and at the end of the course, the work will be on exhibit for the
campus community and the wider public. This course will develop your
research and fieldwork skills, media creation skills and multicultural literacy.
This course will meet two days a week for four weeks, followed by self-
directed study and Instructor support, with video projects due two weeks
after. This is a course focusing on the use of 360 Immersive Virtual Reality
Video for students to produce, shoot, edit and publish their projects. FOR
SUMMER 2025, SEE COURSE NOTE FOR MORE DETAILS. 

82-285 Podcasting: Language and Culture Through Storytelling

Fall: 9 units 
Do you love stories? Stories told on the radio have always had significant
power. For example, the 1938 War of the Worlds broadcast by Orson Welles
was so effective that it panicked the entire United States. Today, podcasts
such as Serial, This American Life, and The Moth have the same power
to tell stories and provide audiences with rich, intimate and immersive
audio experiences while often supporting diversity and giving voice to
minorities and those under-represented in mainstream media. Owing its
rising popularity to the ease and accessibility of production and distribution,
there has never been a better time to create and tell stories in audio. In this
course students will take on the role of podcast producers, learning while
creating a series of podcasts that explore linguistic and cultural landscapes
with the goals of educating and entertaining. Possible audio resources
include field interviews with native speakers in their own language,
allowing student producers to document informants' personal histories and
aspects of their life related to culture, multilingualism, or political, social or
environmental issues. Students will blend studio recordings with interviews
and/or suitable "found" recordings, music, and sound. Coursework will
include skill development on audio recording and podcasting, production
management, creative thinking, materials sourcing, and giving and
receiving constructive feedback from classmates and varied audiences on
team and individual projects. The course will be offered in English. 

82-286 Of Minorities and Migrants: Exploring Germany from the
Margins Germany Today

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
Of Minorities and Migrants: Exploring Germany from the Margins Germany
today is home to a multi-cultural and ethnically diverse population, largely
the result of accelerated migratory flows in the wake of the country's
postwar era. In this course, we will explore the impact and cultural
dimensions of migrations through the lens of Germany's minorities. By
mapping the course of German post-war history, immigration and migration,
we will establish the context for our probe into the lived experience of
Germany's Turkish, Jewish, Black, East German, and refugee minorities.
Examining, comparing, and historically situating these experiences and
surrounding debates will allow us to address topical issues related to
diversity, multiculturalism, racism, and citizenship that shape contemporary
Germany. Appreciating the diversity of minority experiences will help
students think more critically about the constructedness of identities. This
discussion-based course is taught in English and open to all students. 

82-287 Multicultural Immersion - Relating Your World in Virtual
Reality

Fall: 6 units 
In this unique course, taught across two campuses in Pittsburgh and
CMU-Q, Doha we will explore the ways cultures and identities often
intersect, relate and contradict one another. Using Virtual Reality (VR),
a technology that provides a type of immersion, we can see the world
through other people's points of view. But can we really harness this
technology to tell stories about languages and cultures, can we really
empathize and understand another culture using VR? To discover the
affordances of VR, we will use this immersive technology to tell stories
and relate our understanding of the world for others to see, thus exploring
cultural understandings. Learning through telecollaboration, in online,
virtual and in-person workshops, this will be an opportunity to collaborate,
blend ideas, gain valuable skills and build on new experiences. During
the course, students will create 360 video outcomes that others will view
and experience through headsets and immersive spaces. No technology
knowledge is required. 
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82-288 Everyday Learning: Designing Learning Exp in Times of
Unrest & Uncertainty

Fall and Spring: 6 units 
Could you make complex ideas accessible and engaging to learners
everywhere? Could you use what you know to make society better, teach
as an agent of social change? In these times of Covid-19 many people have
used learning to stay connected with friends and communities, leading
to a groundswell in teaching and learning online. In this course you will
develop learning experiences using a variety of instructional methods in a
range of contexts. Underpinning our work with ideas from philosophers and
educators, we will explore the democratization of education in a post-Covid
world and consider a shifting educational landscape inspired by the Black
Lives Matter protests. We will look at the response from museums, libraries,
cinemas, and civic spaces to better meet the diverse needs of learners in
their communities. For our assessed projects, we will design and produce
instructional videos, animation, audio content, paired with worksheets,
talks, paper-based instructional materials.

Course Website: http://kenner.dotsandspaces.uk/blog/courses/

82-290 Transformative Learning through Cross-Cultural Analysis

Fall 
This course seeks to prepare students for informed, critical, and
transformative engagement with communities other than their own, in
particular this course will engage students who have or are preparing to
study abroad. We will examine some theoretical debates about learning in
study abroad contexts and about the development of intercultural capacities
as frameworks for the class. Students are encouraged to approach past
and present societal and personal concepts, issues, themes, and problems
globally and locally using a student-centered, discovery-focused, inquiry-
based approach to analyze multiple perspectives. A primary course
objective is for students to critically discover how and why societies dictate
what people think about things, promote personal values and assumptions,
and the resulting impact of social discourse and dominant norms on cross-
cultural relations. The goal is that students discover how their own habits,
behaviors, and actions can be influenced or transformed by this critical
cultural analysis approach. In addition to analyzing their own behaviors,
students will also conduct research on specific norms and cultural practices
in different global contexts, according to their interests. The instructor's role
will be to provide content and structure, encourage students to contribute
additional content, and supervise students guided inquiries and case-based
projects (written, oral, visual, digital). 

82-291 Intermediate Russian I

Fall: 12 units 
This course is designed for students who have taken two semesters of
Russian at Carnegie Mellon or the equivalent. It is offered in the fall only.
This course furthers communicative proficiency through intensive practice
in written and spoken Russian. Complex grammatical structures and stylistic
variations are mastered and extensive vocabulary is acquired. Through
reading materials, fictional and non-fictional, acquaintance is made with
the basic components of Russian cultural literacy as well as the distinctive
cultural aspects of daily Russian life. Attention is directed toward the
dynamic interaction of language and culture in order to foster cross-cultural
awareness. Attendance is required at three-hourly class meetings per week,
as is weekly consultation and conversation practice with a peer language
assistant. **"If you would like to take this course, but the current time slot
does not work with your schedule please contact the instructor as soon as
possible and we may be able to accommodate you** 
Prerequisites: 82-194 or 82-192 

82-292 Intermediate Russian II

Spring: 12 units 
In this intermediate course, students will review the basics of Russian
grammar, develop listening comprehension, and expand their vocabularies
and recognize the conversational, artistic, and academic usage of Russian.
They will learn to relate simple narratives on familiar topics, express
their opinions, ask questions, and speak about hypothetical situations.
Students will be able to grasp the main ideas of newspaper articles and hold
straightforward conversations with native speakers. In addition to working
with the course textbook, workbook, and website, students will conduct a
semester-long research project simulating the experience of living in a non-
Russian region or country where Russian is frequently spoken. Students
will compare and contrast everyday life in the Russian-speaking world
with their own worldview, with special attention given to the cultural and
ethnic diversity of the global Russophone community. Students will also
utilize Russian-language texts and media to explore the historical formation
of the Russian Empire and the Soviet Union, as well as the relationships
between former Soviet republics and the wider world today. Students will
also consider the historical development of the Russian language and the
influence of other cultures and languages in producing the modern language
we speak today. 
Prerequisite: 82-291 

82-293 Russian Cinema: From the Bolshevik Revolution to Putin's
Russia

Intermittent 
"Last night I was in the kingdom of shadows," said the writer Maxim Gorky
in 1896 after seeing a film for the first time. "How terrifying to be there!"
Early film inspired fear and fascination in its Russian audiences, and before
long became a medium of bold aesthetic and philosophical experimentation.
This seminar-style course surveys the development of Russian and Soviet
film, paying equal attention to the formal evolution of the medium and
the circumstanceshistorical, cultural, institutionalthat shaped it. We
will examine Sergei Eisenstein's and Dziga Vertov's experiments with
montage in light of the events of the Bolshevik Revolution and the directors'
engagement with Marxism; Georgi Alexandrov's and the Vasiliev brothers'
Socialist Realist production against the backdrop of Stalinist censorship;
Andrei Tarkovsky's and Kira Muratova's Thaw-era films within the broader
context of New Wave Cinema; and the works of contemporary directors,
including Aleksei Balabanov, Alexander Sokurov, and Andrey Zvyagintsev,
in connection with the shifting social and political landscape of post-Soviet
Russia. Besides introducing students to the Russian and Soviet cinematic
tradition, this course will hone their skills in close visual analysis. No
prior knowledge of Russian language or culture is required. The course is
conducted in English, but students will have the option to do work in Russian
for three extra course units. 

82-294 19th Century Russian Masterpieces

Intermittent 
Russian literature of the 19th century was shaped by its engagement
with the so-called accursed questions—"accursed" for being urgent and
inescapable but possibly unanswerable. What is the self? What is the
meaning of life and of death? What is truth? What is justice? What does
it mean to live a righteous life? In Russia these existential quandaries fell
within the purview not only of philosophers but also of the poets and prose
writers we will consider in this course. While the course roughly follows
the chronology of the 19th century, it is structured around these accursed
questions rather than by literary movement or genre. There are two reasons
for this. First, Russia's literary culture began to develop later than other
traditions; as a result, Russian authors of the 19th century were exposed
to many different movements and often participated in several at once.
Second, and relatedly, many authors worked across genres and in dialogue
with philosophers, critics, novelists, and poets. They published in "thick
journals," composed of texts ranging from the literary to the journalistic to
the academic. For these reasons, it is difficult to categorize these authors
along stylistic or generic lines. As philosopher Nikolai Berdyaev observes,
what united them was an abiding interest in the most profound existential
questions. Students in this course will examine how an author's use of
genre, affiliation with particular literary movements, and socio-political
commitments inflected their treatment of the accursed questions. Students
will become familiar with not only the cultural artifacts of this fertile century
but also the circumstances—historical, cultural, institutional—in which these
artifacts were created. They will also be encouraged to reflect on how these
perennial accursed questions are articulated at present, and what that
reveals about our own socio-political commitments and generic loyalties. 

http://kenner.dotsandspaces.uk/blog/courses/
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82-295 20th Century Russian Masterpieces

All Semesters 
At the beginning of the 20th century, the Russian Empire underwent a
series of dramatic changes in quick succession: industrial modernization,
the unsuccessful 1905 rebellion, terrible losses in the First World War, finally
culminating in the 1917 October Revolution. The literature and culture of
the era were deeply impacted by these upheavals as artists and writers of
the era attempted to capture and convey the world rapidly shifting around
them. This course will acquaint students with canonical texts from 20th-
century Russian literature and will also examine the highly specific context
in which they were produced. From the fin-de-si and #232;cle aesthetics
of a crumbling Russian Empire to the avant-garde experimentalism of the
Russian Revolution and Civil War era, to the establishment of Socialist
Realism and the implementation of a Totalitarian regime under Stalin, the
course invites students to think about both the realities of life and artistic
production in a rapidly transforming country as well as the ways in which
these works bring contemporary readers to the inner lives of Soviet citizens.

82-296 From Augustine to Avatars: Personal Narratives Across
Media

Intermittent 
This course investigates the evolution of personal narratives, from early
Christian autobiography to chronicles of war and exploration to the
emergence of the modern memoir, and concluding with a look at storytelling
in other media: blogs, vlogs, and social media. Who writes personal
narratives, why, and for whom? What formal and stylistic qualities unite
such narratives and mark them off from other genres? And how do these
narratives change with the media used to render them? These questions will
give students a new lens through which to view crucial concerns of our time:
the relationship between public and private life; the possibilities and perils
of self-expression; and the ways ideological and socioeconomic forces shape
the stories we tell about ourselves. 

82-297 Russian and Soviet Science Fiction

Intermittent 
This course resituates the science fiction genre so familiar to many of us
in the novel setting of Russia and the former Soviet Union. The region has
its own deep tradition of utopian and dystopian works, and we will utilize
the well-documented critical possibilities of the science fiction genre to
explore some of the most pressing issues facing Russian, Soviet, and post-
Soviet society: the relationship between the past and the future, tradition
and innovation, technology and the natural world, and the individual and the
state. Throughout the course, these insights will also be applied to our own
prior knowledge of science fiction works to place our own particular culture
and historical situation into greater context. The relationships explored
throughout the semester allow for a thorough exploration of the possibilities
of the science fiction mode. The course covers artistic works spanning over
a century, from the musings of a Tsarist-era bureaucrat at the close of
the 19th century to dystopian dramas directly inspired by the Chernobyl
disaster. This chronological breadth is accompanied by a diversity in form,
style, and even medium. We will read epistolary novels and harrowing
short stories, watch auteur cinema and slapstick comedies, and even have
the opportunity to play video games produced by Russian and Ukrainian
game studios. Lastly, the course seeks to always interrogate the varying
positions held by the artists themselves; their relationship to the Russian
or Soviet regime, their attitudes towards modernization and revolution, etc.
Underlining all of this will be an exploration of the science fiction genre as
a whole: how can a work be both "realistic" and "fantastic?" What are the
boundaries of science fiction, and how is fantasy separated or blurred with
reality in a fictional world? The course is conducted in English, but students
will have the option to do work in Russian for three extra course units. 

82-298 Radicals, Heretics, Hackers: Russian Outlaws in History,
Literature, and Film

Spring 
The Russian hacker looms large in the global imagination. He's the cyber
outlaw sowing confusion and paranoia, the purveyor of fake news and
conspiracy theories, the antihero who threatens the interests of powerful
people and powerful states, or the state agent who threatens to upend
democratic institutions. This course will examine the mythology and reality
of "the Russian hacker" by considering this figure in the context of late
Soviet and post-Soviet Russian culture. We will attend to the influence of
both geopolitical forces, such as the politics of the Cold War, and artistic
movements like Postmodernism. The course follows a seminar format.
Students will be required to critically analyze literature (Dostoevsky,
Bulgakov, Pelevin, Tolstaya), film (Balabanov, Ginzburg), media sources,
and scholarship. They will work on written exercises that prepare them to
write a research paper to be presented at a research symposium at the
end of the semester. No prior knowledge of Russian language or culture
is required. The course is conducted in English, but students will have the
option to do work in Russian for three extra course units. 

82-299 Global Minorities: Stories of Diversity, Resistance and
Survivance

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course studies the differences and intersections of the experiences of
minority peoples across the globe, through case studies of three geographic
contexts: contemporary Europe, North America, and the Middle East. The
first section of the course examines the historical development, criticism
and debates of multiculturalism and ethnic diversity in post World War
II Europe, through treatments of these themes in contemporary film and
other media. The second case study briefly introduces the history of
Native Americans in the United States, then hones in on recent cultural
critiques, legal challenges, and political movements mounted by Indigenous
communities, as they confront the legacies of settler colonialism. The third
unit examines gender and immigrant/refugee inequalities in Arab countries,
exploring issues of freedom, labor, and citizenship, examining social norms,
the legacy of colonialism, and post-independence political instabilities
to explore systematic inequality and injustice leading to discrimination
based on gender, race, socio economy, and geopolitics. The course uses
cultural studies frameworks to examine how perceptions of minority
identities are constructed and challenged through cultural products, such
as film, literature, and mass media, created about and by the minority
cultures studied. The goal is to develop a critical vocabulary to talk about
perspectives on justice and injustice in a variety of geographic, political, and
cultural contexts. 

82-300 Language & Society in the Arab World

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
Course content varies. Last offered topic: Negotiating Arab Identities
and amp; Gender Roles in Film and amp; Literature. This course focuses
on the processes of self-definition by Arab men and women in conflict
zones in the Middle East and North Africa with relation to national and
religious identities, social stratification, sexuality/homosexuality, and
gender roles. Students will learn about the social, economic, and political
contexts of the films and literary works representing the Maghreb, Egypt,
Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, the Gulf countries, and Yemen. This course
fosters a better understanding of Arab societies and the hybrid identities
that negotiate their presence and space within. Students will have the
opportunity to engage in a video-conference dialogue with students in
the American University in Cairo, Egypt, attend an Arab film during CMU's
International Film Festival, and interview native speakers of different Arab
countries to further their learning of Arab culture. 
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82-303 French & Francophone Cultures

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
FALL 2024: Alternative Histories of 1789 Who writes the history that is
passed down from generation to generation? Who decides which voices
should be heard, which voices should be ignored, and which version of
history is the 'right' one? In this course, we will consider 'alternative'
histories of 1789, which is not to say, necessarily, that the officialized
and accepted accounts of 1789 are wrong; the question is whether they
are complete. When historical accounts and the voices that tell them are
marginalized, we may perhaps not see the fullest version possible. In order
to explore other, alternative accounts of France and the Revolution of 1789,
we will rely on texts that recount versions of the revolution from different
perspectives. Some voices to be investigated, besides a sampling of the
most famous ones (Louis XVI, Marie-Antoinette, Philippe d'Orl and #233;ans,
Marat, Danton, Robespierre...) are those of Tussaud, Corday, de Gouges,
de Staël, Siey and #232;s, and of the Girondins and the Montagnards in
their civil war. We will examine pamphlets, posters, speeches, newspaper
articles, satirical cartoons, memoires, art depicting the revolution, and
literary works, with the goal of understanding multiple aspects of this
seemingly larger than life historical event. Lastly, we will examine a
supranatural telling of 1789, as another 'alternative' history. All work will be
in French. 
Prerequisites: 82-204 or 82-202 

82-304 French & Francophone Sociolinguistics

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course examines the French language in relation to the social and
cultural lives of the people who use it across the French-speaking world. To
do so, students will explore the links between the French language of all
francophones, its use, and the expression of national, cultural, community,
and individual identities through the study of diverse texts and data
sources, including policy/legal documents, films, music, newscasts, digitized
corpuses of spoken and written French, and computer/technology-mediated
communication. Through readings, discussions, hands-on activities,
and project work, students will 1) develop content knowledge with an
emphasis on language ideologies, policy, and planning; language contact
and multilingualism; and language variation and change; and 2) develop
linguistic skills in French (reading, writing, listening, and speaking) with
specific focus on advanced spoken and written expression. This course is
repeatable with new topics. 
Prerequisites: 82-202 Min. grade C or 82-204 

82-305 French in its Social Contexts

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course is designed to introduce students to how the French is used
by its speakers to create meaning in a wide variety of contexts, which in
terms are influenced by various variables (e.g., the political and historical
circumstances within which French has developed and continues to
change, social and geographic variables). To explore these issues, we
will create interactive multimedia experiences aimed at being deployed
on an interactive video wall and/or in augmented reality settings. If you
have experience in French as well as design, film and photography, or
computer-science, this is a course for you! Prerequisites: 82-303 and 82-304
or permission of the instructor, 
Prerequisites: 82-303 and 82-304 

82-311 Advanced Arabic I

Fall: 9 units 
This course promotes multiple literacies in an integrated approach to
Arabic language and culture studies and builds students' ability to function
at the Intermediate High/Advanced Low level in a variety of topics. It
also embraces the diglossic nature of Arabic by explicitly integrating the
teaching of Arabic regional spoken varieties alongside Modern Standard
Arabic (MSA). The course is aligned with ACTFL updated Arabic guidelines
that perceive the Arabic language as a continuum in which both the regional
spoken varieties and Modern Standard Arabic constitute a whole in terms of
usage. Students will identify and examine cultural contexts pertaining to the
religious and ethnic minorities in the MENA region and the United States.
Students will also learn to analyze and examine cultural contexts pertaining
to the usage of Arabic language dialects. Students will also analyze the
role of cultural norms and humanitarian institutions in the perpetuation of
structural inequalities in both the MENA region and the United States. 
Prerequisite: 82-212 

82-312 Advanced Arabic II

Spring: 9 units 
The course is the continuation of Advanced Arabic I. It continues promoting
multiple literacies in an integrated approach to Arabic language and culture
studies and builds students ability to function at the advanced level in a
variety of topics. It also embraces the diglossic nature of Arabic by explicitly
integrating the teaching of Arabic regional spoken varieties alongside
Modern Standard Arabic. Class will be of a multidialectal and multilingual
nature to encourage questioning, analyzing, and conceptualizing topics
in various contexts which will enhance and develop the students'
understanding of Arabic regional spoken varieties alongside MSA. Students
will learn to examine cultural contexts and analyse world views that have
been propagated as a result of political inequalities that are consequences
of events such as the Arab Spring in the MENA region. Students will
also examine and analyse cultural contexts relative to social media in
contemporary politics, implications of climate change in global cultures,
along with human rights on a global scale. This course also consists of topics
pertaining to cultural heritage in the MENA region and the United States.
During the course, students will also evaluate the influence of cultural
norms and humanitarian institutions on the perpetuation of structural
inequalities that affect the organizations of; human rights, climate change,
freedom of speech, and specific marginalized communities. 
Prerequisite: 82-311 

82-313 Topics in Modern Arabic Language, Literature & Culture

Fall: 9 units 
Through an exploration of contemporary Arab cinema, this course will
introduce students to issues in modern Arab societies that represent
the diversity of the region as well as shared aspirations and challenges.
We will explore how Arab filmmakers represent social, political, and
economic changes and realities. We will analyze select movies, including
their cultural and historical background, as well as relevant written and
audiovisual materials from different media sources and literary texts (as
appropriate). Some topics include nationalism and national identity(s),
women's issues, diversity in the region, religious and political strife, social
and economic challenges, and the recent revolts. This course also aims to
advance students' competence in the Arabic language while considering the
changing sociolinguistic and sociocultural landscape in the Arab world. In
our work with course materials, we will employ linguistic and paralinguistic
analyses of the movies as a means to explore modern Arab thought and
cultures. 

82-314 Literature of the Arabic-speaking World

Intermittent: 9 units 
This repeatable introductory course explores the Arab world through a
thematic or conceptual focus. In spring 2018, the theme will be 'Diversity in
The Arab Culture'. Coursework will include reading short stories and novels
to understand the cultural context that gave rise to specific literary works.
Students will also continue to develop their abilities to express their ideas
both in speaking and in writing, as well as their listening skills in Modern
Standard Arabic. There is no prerequisite for this course but it is expected
that your language proficiency in the Arabic language is good. **This is a
content course in the Arabic language and not an Arabic language course.** 

82-320 Contemporary Society in Germany, Austria and Switzerland

Fall: 9 units 
This course offers an introduction to contemporary German culture
since 1989. We will include Switzerland and Austria in our discussions
but our main focus will be on Germany. In the wake of reunification,
constructions of German cultural identity have undergone radical changes.
Through encounters with articles, literary texts, popular music, and film
we will explore these transformations and examine German culture and
(both individual and collective) 'identities' after reunification. The class
sessions will be organized around thematic modules: national identities and
stereotypes, German East/West relations during and after reunification,
political systems, multiculturalism and minorities, diversity, youth cultures,
and, finally, a segment on leisure time and travel culture in German-
speaking countries. The course will be conducted entirely in German and
is designed to deepen your understanding and awareness of issues in
contemporary German culture. This course is taught in German. 
Prerequisite: 82-222 
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82-323 Germany, Austria and Switzerland in the 20th Century

Spring: 9 units 
This course advances proficiency in communicative and grammatical
skills in the German language and knowledge of German-speaking cultures
through the study of important events, trends, and people of the twentieth
century in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. Examples will be drawn from
literature, newspapers, television, film and other sources. Students will be
expected to complete assignments that demonstrate the ability to express
critical judgments in both written and oral form, documented through
readings and personal research. The course includes a review of the most
troublesome points of German grammar. 
Prerequisite: 82-222 

82-327 The Emergence of the German Speaking World

Intermittent: 9 units 
The Italian literary theorist Franco Moretti has written that "Germany is a
sort of Magic Stage, where the symbolic antagonisms of European culture
achieve a metaphysical intractability, and clash irreconcilably. It is the
center and catalyst of the integrated historical system we call Europe."
This course is a general introduction to German culture, German history,
and German society, with a focus on Germany's role as center and catalyst
of the European system. The course is conducted entirely in German. Its
goal is to provide students with a basic level of cultural literacy about the
German-speaking world. In the course, we will study major trends from
the earliest days of German civilization through the middle ages but with
primary emphasis on the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries and with a special
focus on problems of national, political and cultural identity. Students
coming out of the course should have a broad understanding of the various
tensions and problems that have characterized German culture and society
for the last two centuries. In addition to broadening students' cultural
knowledge about the German-speaking world, this course will continue to
emphasize the improvement of students' ability to speak, read, write, and
listen to German. 
Prerequisites: 82-323 or 82-320 or 82-324 

82-331 Reading Into a New China I: Population, Youth, Marriage, &
Housing

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This 9-unit course is designed for students who have reached the
intermediate level of proficiency in the use of Chinese language to develop
their language process competency in all four skills to a more advanced
level. Students will expand explicit knowledge of socio-cultural influences
on Chinese language use, and be able to apply the knowledge to conduct
culturally appropriate spoken and written communication across various
social domains and genres. Topics to be covered in this class will be closely
related to current social issues in China, such as population, youth culture,
love and amp; marriage and housing. Students will also develop a repertoire
of strategies and resources to assist their learning so that they will gradually
become autonomous learners who are able to conduct independent learning
of the Chinese language, culture, history, and society. Classroom discussion
and essay writing will be the major forms of work throughout the semester.
Research projects on Chinese culture and society are also a requirement
so that students will be able to gain a deeper understanding of the cultural
background of the language. 
Prerequisites: 82-235 or 82-232 

82-332 Reading Into a New China II: Transportation, Education, Pop
Culture, & Health

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
A continuation of Reading into a New China I, this course is designed to
help students further improve their Chinese language proficiency and
knowledge about Chinese society and culture. Students will continue
to learn more complex language phenomena in order to do exposition,
explanation, description and argumentation with Chinese. These language
phenomena will be introduced to students together with their social and
cultural background through texts and multimedia programs related to
various social issues in China, such as transportation, education, pop
culture and healthy living. Classroom discussions and research project
presentations will be the major forms of oral practice and writing practice
will mainly focus on essays and research papers. 
Prerequisites: 82-232 Min. grade C or 82-235 Min. grade C 

82-333 Chinese Language and Culture

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
SECTION A: With China as a growing political and economic power,
understanding the country through its history and culture becomes
necessary for students as responsible citizens of the world. This course is
designed to help students, previously unexposed to Chinese culture and
civilization, better understand China's past. By learning about the history of
the Middle Kingdom, students will be exposed to the deep and fascinating
foundation of Chinese civilization. We will not cover thousands of years
of history, but discuss a chronological timeline of dynasties for reference.
Areas of focus include the general knowledge of geography, religion, art,
ancient lifestyles, and values. This course is conducted in English with no
requirement of prior knowledge of Chinese language. SECTION B: This
course will introduce students to important developments in China's culture
and language since the end of the nineteenth century focusing on the
interactions between Chinese and Western cultural traditions and the
historical, social, and political contexts in which these interactions evolved.
The following questions will motivate discussion: What is Chinese culture
in the modern world? What is "modern" and what "traditional" Chinese
culture? How does high culture interact with folk culture and popular
culture? How have education and language policies shaped Chinese cultural
identities over the last century? What does it mean to be Chinese in a
diaspora context? This course is conducted in English with no requirement
of prior knowledge of Chinese language. 

82-334 Structure of Chinese

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This is an upper-level Chinese course for students who have completed
the requirements for intermediate Chinese with the goal of enabling
students to build up a more comprehensive and systematic understanding
of the structure of Chinese so as to lay a solid foundation for the further
development of their advanced level language proficiency. This course
will cover major complicated structural phenomena in Modern Chinese
through the study of specially selected sample texts. Special emphasis will
be given to high frequent errors and weaknesses on particularly problematic
elements and sentence structures that are common among non-native
Chinese speakers. After this course, students can expect to have the ability
to use Chinese more accurately and naturally in both speaking and writing
on sophisticated topics in life. 
Prerequisites: 82-235 or 82-232 

82-335 Chinese Culture Through Legends and Folktales

Intermittent: 9 units 
This is an upper-level Chinese Reading course for students who have
reached intermediate level proficiency in Chinese. It is designed to train
students to read extensively in Chinese with fluency and proficiency within
a context of rich cultural content. Materials used in this class are selected
from traditional fables, mini-stories, and articles from newspapers and
magazines on the lifestyle and social changes in modern China. While
discussion will be one of the major class activities, students are strongly
encouraged to profit from opportunities to build their vocabulary and
improve their sense of the Chinese language through reading and writing
assignments throughout the semester. 
Prerequisite: 82-232 

82-337 Mandarin Chinese for Oral Communication I

Fall: 9 units 
This course is designed for students who have reached intermediate level in
reading and writing Chinese, but have little knowledge of Mandarin Chinese
pronunciation, as well as those who aim to further improve their speaking
in Chinese. Students will be introduced to Pinyin, the phonetic system of
Mandarin Chinese, and work to refine and perfect their speaking skills
through special attention to different styles, colloquialisms, and dialectal
variations of contemporary spoken Mandarin. Course materials will include
authentic Chinese TV programs, documentaries, films, recorded materials,
and contemporary literary and non-literary texts. Students will be required
to participate in intensive speaking activities, such as interviewing native
speakers of Chinese, oral presentations, discussions, debates, and special
projects. At the end of the course, students are expected to carry on oral
communication with native Mandarin speakers in a clearly participatory
fashion on topics related to various social issues in Modern China. 
Prerequisites: 82-235 or 82-232 
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82-338 Mandarin Chinese for Oral Communication II

Spring: 9 units 
This course focuses on advanced speaking skills. Class activities include
daily reports, presentations, discussions, debates, interviews, description,
translation, oral interpretation and oral art performances. These courses
also utilize several of websites and online modules. The goal of this
courses is to prepare students to feel comfortable and confident speaking
Chinese in various settings and to perform various discourse functions
(narration, expressing opinions, arguing, etc.) in Mandarin Chinese. In
so doing, students will be able to use vocabulary and syntactic patterns
that make their Chinese counterpart feel comfortable. Their Chinese
counterpart will recognize the students as excellent speakers of Chinese
who are knowledgeable about Chinese society and current global issues.
Students are expected to be able to deliver good professional presentations
in Chinese, perform in culturally-appropriate ways in many different
social speaking situations, reach the advanced-mid level of proficiency of
the ACTFL national standards, and be able to write a cohesive essay of
800-1000 characters. 
Prerequisites: 82-235 or 82-232 

82-339 Business Language & Culture in China I

Fall: 9 units 
Designed for students who have had at least two years of Chinese
language training, this 9-unit course aims to help students enhance
their language proficiency in professional environment and develop in-
depth understanding of the current business culture in China. Authentic
materials from newspapers, magazines, TV shows and online sources will
be introduced in class to help students deepen their understanding of the
business culture in China. Students will be encouraged to foster creative and
independent thinking skills, which are crucial for survival in today's business
world, through a variety of classroom activities such as group discussion/
debate, professional interviews, business project and presentation, and oral/
written business reports. Professional language skills (both in speaking and
writing), as well as social and business etiquette, will be also introduced and
trained throughout the course. 
Prerequisites: 82-232 or 82-235 

82-340 Business Language & Culture in China II

Spring: 9 units 
Designed for students who have had at least two years of Chinese
language training, this 9-unit course aims to help students enhance
their language proficiency in professional environment and develop in-
depth understanding of the current business culture in China. Authentic
materials from newspapers, magazines, TV shows and online sources will
be introduced in class to help students deepen their understanding of the
business culture in China. Students will be encouraged to foster creative and
independent thinking skills, which are crucial for survival in today's business
world, through a variety of classroom activities such as group discussion/
debate, professional interviews, business project and presentation, and oral/
written business reports. Professional language skills (both in speaking and
writing), as well as social and business etiquette, will be also introduced and
trained throughout the course. 
Prerequisites: 82-232 or 82-235 

82-342 Cultures of Spain

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course is part of the post-intermediate, 300-level program that forms
the introduction to the major or minor in Hispanic Studies. Students may
begin with any one of the three courses at this level or they may be taken
concurrently. Spain: Language and Culture focuses on the cultures of
Spain, the autonomous regions and the creation of a national identity as a
reaction to the multiple ethnicities that have inhabited the peninsula since
ancient times. The course advances proficiency in grammatical accuracy,
the ability to communicate one's ideas in Spanish, and cultural proficiency.
The focus of in-class activities is on written and non-written sources such as
history, literature, film, art, and elements of popular culture; the building of
reading and writing skills will be complemented by continued oral practice
in the form of small and large group discussions and class presentations.
Treatment of reading selections is designed to increase students general
familiarity with a variety of genres, devices, and discourse types and to
build a foundation for the department's more advanced courses in literature,
history and culture. The course will be taught in Spanish. 
Prerequisites: 82-244 or 82-242 

82-343 Cultures of Latin America

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
What is Latin America? What is Latin American culture? The course explores
these questions by examining representative Spanish-language materials
created in the region from the pre-Columbian period to the present. These
materials will include literary texts, art, films, and elements of popular
culture. We will consider important moments and movements that have
shaped the course of the region's history and politics, such as conquest
and colonization, wars of independence and constitution of nation-states,
Mexican and Cuban Revolutions, and the rise of Latin American youth
countercultures, as well as current events and challenges. This course is
part of the post-intermediate, 300-level program that forms the introduction
to the major or minor in Spanish. In addition to enriching cultural proficiency
by improving an understanding of Latin America, its people and its cultures,
and developing critical skills in a progression from comprehension to
analysis and interpretation, the course advances grammatical accuracy
and verbal communication in the Spanish language. The in-class setting
will be student-centered, and thus highly interactive. Assignments will
include reflective essays, individualized research, and the generation,
expression, analysis, and re-writing of ideas. Reading and writing skills will
be complemented by continued oral practice in the form of small and large
group discussions and class presentations. The class is conducted entirely in
Spanish. 
Prerequisites: 82-242 or 82-244 

82-344 U.S. Latine Cultures

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course is part of the post-intermediate, 300-level program that forms
the introduction to the major or minor in Hispanic Studies. Students may
begin with any one of the three courses at this level or they may be taken
concurrently. This course provides an introduction to and analysis of the
cultures and histories of U.S. Latinos. The course will trace the historical
trajectories of these groups, both those dating back centuries, such as
Mexican-Americans and certain Caribbean populations, and those with more
recent, quickly growing populations, such as Salvadoran and Honduran
immigrants, in an effort to understand how their identities are forged and
transformed over time, considering both internal and external perspectives.
Our exploration of U.S. Latino history and cultures will compare and contrast
the experiences of people from the above-described categories and analyze
the dynamic tension amongst them, with other minority groups, and with
the mainstream US society. We will examine a wide variety of materials,
including texts, film, art, music etc. in order to gain a better understanding
of Latino populations in the United States. Ultimately, we seek to question
and to understand the complexities of Latinidad in the 21st century U.S. The
course will be taught in Spanish. 
Prerequisites: 82-242 or 82-244 

82-345 Using Spanish in Social Contexts

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
What does it mean to be able to use Spanish in social contexts? This course
is for those who would like to explore the intersection of language and social
variables in various Spanish-speaking contexts all around the world. The
course has two main foci: 1) introducing some of the sociolinguistic diversity
of Spanish around the world; and 2) building communicative competence
through hands-on practice using Spanish in socially appropriate ways that
may differ from English/other languages, for example: how to apologize,
refuse, compliment, request, offer condolences, etc. Sample topics to
be covered include Spanish in contact with other languages; geographic
variation (lexical, phonological, grammatical); language policy and ideology;
speech acts; pragmatics; Spanish in a globalized world. This course is taught
in Spanish. No prior experience with linguistics needed. This class is taught
in Spanish. 
Prerequisite: 82-242 Min. grade C 



Department of Languages, Cultures and Applied Linguistics Courses 21

82-347 Spanish for Heritage Speakers

Intermittent: 9 units 
This Spanish course is geared towards heritage learners—students who
have been exposed to Spanish, often by speaking it at home, and therefore
have familiarity with the language outside of an academic formal setting.
The course will build upon the knowledge and foundations of such student
to gain literacy and fluency in other forms of Spanish. As such, students
will improve their speaking, writing, reading, and listening skills. Instruction
of the Spanish language and being exposed to other forms of Spanish
is desirable in a professional environment, but this class also values the
students' cultural and personal connection to the language, believing
that learning about students' own heritage is a source of enrichment as
well. Students will be exposed to the Spanish language under different
scenarios and via distinct genres of literary and non-literary texts, always
keen to the specific needs of heritage learners. Students should expect to
develop written assignments, complete readings, speak in class and among
themselves, work individually and in groups, and carry out presentations.
The class will be held completely in Spanish. 

82-355 Tpcs in Hispanic Std: Beyond the Film Screen: The Hispanic
World Through Film

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course is offered only at Carnegie Mellon's campus in Qatar. The
purpose of this course is to explore Hispanic culture and history through
contemporary films in Spanish. Undoubtedly, films are a rich source of
meaningful cultural information that can provide the audience with an
understanding of a country's culture (history, politics, social problems, etc.)
through their discussion and analysis. Movies not only represent reality,
but they do it from a particular position. The images produced in films are
charged with political interests that reproduce or challenge established
beliefs and views. Films offer different representations of reality as well as
different ways of relating to it (Achugar, 2008). We will view and analyze
a selected group of films portraying four main issues in Hispanic history
and society: memory and oblivion, immigration and exile, marginalized
identities throughout history, and the Hispanic world in globalization. An
understanding of the socio-political context that these films aim to portray
through in-depth reading, analysis, discussion, and investigation will provide
a thorough understanding of the complexities of various historic events,
and opportunities and challenges faced by the Hispanic world. Throughout
the semester, we will practice the four language skills (listening, speaking,
reading, and writing) as we continue to build on vocabulary and review
grammar points based on the films viewed, the texts read, and the topics
discussed. 
Prerequisite: 82-242 

82-361 Italian Language and Culture I

Fall: 9 units 
This is a course in Italian culture and language with a streamlined
review of grammar. The course deals with the social, political, economic,
demographic, and cultural issues of contemporary Italy. At the same time
links are drawn between past and present, evidencing the importance of
tradition and history in Italian society. 
Prerequisite: 82-262 

82-362 Italian Language and Culture II

Spring: 9 units 
This is a course in Italian culture and language with a streamlined
review of grammar. The course deals with the social, political, economic,
demographic, and cultural issues of contemporary Italy. At the same time
links are drawn between past and present, evidencing the importance of
tradition and history in Italian society. A student with prior experience in
Italian must take the Italian placement exam. SPRING 2018: This course
traces the development of Italian film from the 1900's silent films to the
21st Century. We will follow a trajectory beginning with the epic tradition
of Pastrones Cabiria (1914) and Carmine Gallone's Scipio Africans of the
Fascist Regime, and continue with study of the Telefoni Bianchi (Art Deco)
films of the 30s, neorealism of post-war Italy, the commedia all italiana
(Italian style comedy (1950-1970), the humor of Paolo Virzì, the intellectual
and artistic concerns of Nanni Moretti, and conclude with Sorrentino's,
Il Divo. Students will continue to build their skills in listening, speaking,
reading and writing Italian while developing their appreciation of the impact
of Italian Film as a cultural and artistic force. The assignments and learning
activities which accompany each film provide opportunities for discussion,
research, reflection and conversation. The course places emphasis on the
historical and cultural situations presented in the films, to help students
broaden their background on the history, customs, and geographical
representations of Italy. The class will be conducted in Italian. 
Prerequisite: 82-262 

82-363 Intensive Italian Language & Culture: Advanced Level

Intermittent 
No course description provided. 

82-371 Advanced Japanese I: An Exploration of Critical Global
Topics

Fall: 9 units 
In today's world, there are many problems that we have never had to think
about before the use of new information technology, genome editing, and
cloning technology. There are serious environmental issues such as global
warming, and we have to change our society drastically before it is too
late by regulating our industries and economies. Through this Japanese
course, we are going to utilize critical thinking skills to generate important
questions on various globally relevant topics in order to break down large
issues and identify critical points within each topic. By the end of the course,
students will be equipped with skills to break down large problems into
more approachable questions and to critically utilize appropriate text-based
resources in Japanese. 
Prerequisite: 82-272 

82-372 Advanced Japanese 2: An Exploration of Critical Global
Topics

Spring: 9 units 
This course continues to further improve the acquisition of advanced level
communicative language proficiency by immersing students in authentic
cultural explorations. The curriculum includes authentic reading texts,
multimedia, interviews with native speakers, and viewing and summarizing
video clips that depict current Japanese society and cultural trends. The
course also provides an individualized learning environment throughout
the term in improving students' language skills and cultural proficiency.
Students may pick a topic of personal interest for their term project thesis. 
Prerequisites: 82-371 Min. grade C or 82-272 Min. grade C 

82-373 Structure of the Japanese Language

Fall: 9 units 
This course examines the basic Japanese grammar covered in elementary
and intermediate Japanese courses by comparison with English and aids
students in systematizing their knowledge of Japanese and in deepening
their understanding of Japanese culture (i.e., cultural ways of thinking
underlying Japanese verbal behaviors). After a brief discussion of the overall
typological differences between the two languages and an initial training
to analyze them cross-linguistically, it deals with specific areas of grammar
that exhibit pervasive structural and semantic differences and serve as
exercises for cross-linguistic analysis. On the basis of the discussions and
exercises in class, students gather and analyze relevant Japanese data for
their project, which facilitates their understanding of the grammar points
and cultural ways of thinking in question, and develops their analytical
skills. This course is taught in Japanese. A student with prior experience in
Japanese must take the placement exam. 
Prerequisite: 82-272 

82-374 Issues in Japanese Technology & Society

Spring: 9 units 
This course seeks to (1) introduce students to technical Japanese or
Japanese language used in the field of science and technology, (2) acquaint
them with current issues in Japan involving science and technology, and (3)
deepen their understanding of the science and technology culture of Japan.
It draws on various sources of information such as books, newspapers,
video clips, and TV news to familiarize students with current issues in Japan
related to science and technology. Through understanding those issues,
the course enables them to acquire necessary knowledge of technical
Japanese and Japanese cultural perspectives on science and technology. It
also requires them to work on an individual project to form and express their
own thoughts and opinions on a science and technology issue of personal
interest. This course is taught in Japanese. A student with prior experience
in Japanese must take the placement exam. 
Prerequisite: 82-272 

82-376 Intensive Japanese Language & Culture: Advanced Level

Intermittent 
tba 
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82-380 Podcasting in Spanish: Unlocking Cultural Storytelling

Spring: 9 units 
F23: In this course, students will learn about the various characteristics
and possibilities of podcasting, and will familiarize themselves with the
history, tenets, and examples of cultural storytelling for Spanish-speaking
communities using this medium. Likewise, they will get involved hands-on
in production learning while creating a series of podcasts that explore the
linguistic and cultural landscapes of the local Spanish-speaking community
in Pittsburgh, supporting diversity and giving voice to their stories as rich,
intimate, and immersive audio experiences. Students will blend studio
recordings with interviews and/or suitable "found" recordings, music, and
sound.Assigned texts for this course will include primary and secondary
sources related to classic examples of community radio such as Radio
Venceremos and Radio Rebelde, and episodes from diverse and successful
podcasts including Radio Ambulante, Entre Am and #233;ricas, and La
Brega. We will also engage with materials in which radio and podcasting
play a pivotal role. While advancing on Spanish linguistic and cultural
proficiency, students will develop research and analytic skills in the target
language, learn about the Spanish-speaking community in Pittsburgh,
and engage in meaningful interactions with its members. Coursework will
include skills development on audio recording and podcasting, production
management, creative thinking, materials sourcing, and giving and
receiving constructive feedback from classmates and varied audiences
on team and individual projects. No previous podcasting experience is
necessary, but experience in writing, interviewing, music production, or
digital editing would be helpful. Anyone with an interest in podcasting
or issues of immigration, bilingualism, and civil rights is encouraged to
participate. The course will be taught in Spanish. 
Prerequisite: 82-242 Min. grade C 

82-382 Introduction to Translation

Spring: 9 units 
We will survey a number of different translation theories in order to
understand the various approaches that are at our disposal when translating
a text. All theory taught in class will be accompanied by hands-on
translation projects that will give students the opportunity to try out their
knowledge first-hand and evaluate the usefulness of different approaches
on a personal basis. In addition, we will explore the profession of translation
by researching conferences, forums, websites and associations. Last but
not least, we will contact and interview a translator who does translation
work we feel particularly passionate about. The course is meant as a
general introduction to what it means to be a translator and is open to both
undergraduate and graduate students with sufficient knowledge in a foreign
language. 

82-383 Second Language Acquisition: Theories and Research

Fall: 9 units 
This course provides an introduction to research and theories in Second
Language Acquisition (SLA). Processes that underlie the learning and
use of second languages are examined from four perspectives: 1) as
linguistic knowledge, 2) as a cognitive skill, 3) as a personality-meditated
process, and 4) a socio-culturally mediated process. Factors examined
include: age-related differences, the influence of the first language, the
role played by innate (universal) principles, the role of memory processes,
attitudes, motivation, personality and cognitive styles, and formal versus
naturalistic learning contexts. Issues that arise from the course readings are
investigated through practical experience in applying theoretical knowledge
to small-scale empirical research projects. Students are also provided
with opportunities to consider the relevance of these issues to their own
language learning experiences. 

82-385 Qualitative methods in SLA research

Fall and Spring 
This course provides an overview of qualitative research methodology
and techniques. A variety of research approaches will be reviewed and
theoretical assumptions and procedural, technical, and ethical issues
associated with each will be discussed. Students will have an opportunity to
design, implement, analyze, and report a micro qualitative study. Although
the focus is on inquiry into second language acquisition, it is intended that
the course also be relevant to students in other fields of inquiry. 

82-386 Immersive Literary Imaginaries

Intermittent: 6 units 
How do we use new immersive technologies to tell stories and share
ideas? Can we find ways to express critical and textual analysis through
animation, filmmaking, and interactive storytelling? Literature has always
found ways to attract new audiences through film and theater adaptations,
performances, or talks. Museums and exhibition spaces are increasingly
developing interactive displays or immersive installations to explore
themes and subjects of important works. Reading together, identifying key
themes, and discussing concepts in narrative portrayal and storytelling,
we will create short interactive pieces based on critical reflection and
textual analysis of a specific literary work. We will write, develop and use
immersive storytelling techniques, to share ideas and design user or visitor
experiences. You will be guided through technical work while developing
your appreciation for the themes and contexts of the novel. This is an
applied critical-theory class that blends literature analysis with creative
computing and artistic production. Each iteration of this course will be
centered on a specific literary work. In spring 2023, we will explore Native
American perspectives through contemporary literature, specifically, the
novel There, There (2019) by Tommy Orange. There, There is told through
the perspectives of its characters, each bound by history, dealing with
their circumstances and each challenging perception of race and identity.
Students will adapt and shape critical responses into a series of animated
interactive sequences which can be displayed and shared through an
interactive book. 

82-387 Introduction to Linguistic Data Analysis Using R

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course provides a hands-on introduction to the fundamental aspects
of statistical analysis of quantitative linguistic data using the open source
statistical environment R.The course assumes no prior programming or
statistics training. Students will first understand how spoken and written
language can be conceptualized as data. Students will learn what this
data looks like and how to think about such data from a computational
perspective. Students will build a level of confidence in using R that can lead
to more advanced programming and statistics classes. Students will also
learn how to visualize and appropriately form specific research questions
related to linguistic analysis, and how data and its presentation can be
manipulated in unethical ways. Students will also examine how the same
data set can tell different stories/outcomes depending on the analyses
and presentation. In-class labs and homework will make use of corpus,
psycholinguistic, and survey data from a variety of languages and methods.
At the end of the course, students will be able to select and use appropriate
quantitative methods to analyze linguistic phenomena with the help of R.
More practically, students will be able to use and understand the R code
provided in class and modify it for the purposes of their own research. 

82-388 Topics in Second Language Acquisition

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
FALL 2025 SEC A: The course introduces students to research methodology
as it applies to language learning and language teaching. It provides an
examination of different approaches currently used in Second Language
Acquisition (SLA) research ranging from experimental studies to survey
investigations. The goal is to develop an ability to critically evaluate,
design and implement sound SLA research. SEC B: This course provides
an overview of the fundamental questions, theories, methodologies, and
findings of second language (L2) speech research. In this team-based,
collaborative course, students will work together to develop a testable
hypothesis related to L2 speech. Throughout the course, students will gain
experience in each step of the research process. The course assumes some
prior linguistics training and a basic knowledge of phonetics and phonology. 

82-390 Soviet Futures: Revolutionary Design

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course explores the history of Soviet design from aspirations of an
everyday Utopia following the 1917 Revolution to the crumbling facades
and "post-Communist aesthetic" of the former USSR today. Students will
learn about alternative visions of everyday life and the future from the
designers, artists, and theorists themselves, engaging with visual works,
historical documents, and manifestos. Class time will also be dedicated to
the design theory and philosophy of other 20th century Socialist states such
as Yugoslavia and the People's Republic of China. 
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82-391 Advanced Russian I - Berlin, Paris, New York, Harbin

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course investigates the cultural history of the post-Revolutionary
Russian emigration to capitals of Europe, North America, and Asia. We will
examine the life of Russian and #233;migr and #233; communities in each
of these cities, through poetry, literary fiction, memoirs, and diaries. In
addition to developing students' cultural awareness, this course aims to
advance Russian language learning by expanding students' vocabulary,
reinforcing grammatical knowledge, and developing their capacity to speak
and write on abstract topics. The readings will be available in English,
though students will be encouraged to read the works in Russian. In addition
to discussing the texts in Russian, students will complete short weekly
homework assignments. **If you would like to take this course, but the
current time slot does not work with your schedule please contact the
instructor as soon as possible and we may be able to accommodate you** 
Prerequisites: 82-292 or 82-399 

82-392 Advanced Russian II: Great Short Works

Intermittent: 9 units 
A ghost robs a poor copy clerk of his prized overcoat. A nightmarish
visit to a local museum somehow spirits a Russian refugee back to the
Soviet Union. A desperate mother beats her son in order to ensure his
bright future. Although Russian literature is famous for its long 19th-
century novels, the absurdities of Russian society have been explored no
less profoundly in short stories by Gogol, Nabokov, Petrushevskaya, and
many others. This seminar examines the Russian short story as a form
particularly suited to revealing the barbarism, hilarity, and ecstasy of human
experience. 
Prerequisite: 82-391 

82-394 Russian for Heritage Speakers: Babushka's Russia & Beyond

All Semesters: 9 units 
This course is designed to address the linguistic and cultural learning
needs of heritage speakers of Russian, those who grew up hearing and
speaking Russian at home but who have had little or no formal study of
Russian language, culture, or history. Although heritage speakers of Russian
often achieve advanced or near-native listening comprehension skills,
they require further training in reading, writing, and speaking. Heritage
speakers may also be unfamiliar with important aspects of Russian culture
key events in Russian and Soviet history, well-known cultural phenomena,
literary works, films, and so on and have gaps in their knowledge of social
norms. Russian for Heritage Speakers aims to fill these gaps through a
combination of grammar instruction and student-led close analysis of texts
and audiovisual material. The course is organized around five thematic
units that allow students to learn about Russian culture while engaging in
interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational modes of communication:
"Foundations: Truth and amp; Legends," "Revolutions: Political, Cultural,
Social," "Student Life: ' ,'" "Russia in the World," and "Individual and
Community." 

82-396 The Faust Legend at Home and Abroad

Intermittent 
This course introduces students to the basic outlines of the Faust story,
and examines its nineteenth- through twenty first-century manifestations
in a variety of European, Russian and American novels, plays, films and
operas. On the assumption that cultures reveal something distinctive about
themselves by the particular way in which they adapt the legend, this
course aims to discover how and why these Faustian works of art respond
and contribute to the social, political and historical context in which they
are produced. On what is the persistent appeal of the Faust legend based?
To what needs does it speak? How does the history of its own, continual
reemergence affect the meanings it communicates? Prerequisites: None for
9 units; an additional 3 units, requiring permission of the instructor, can be
earned for work done in Russian. 

82-397 Radicals, Heretics, Hackers: Russian Outlaws in History,
Literature, and Film

Intermittent 
The Russian hacker looms large in the global imagination. He's the cyber
outlaw sowing confusion and paranoia, the purveyor of fake news and
conspiracy theories, the antihero who threatens the interests of powerful
people and powerful states, or the state agent who threatens to upend
democratic institutions. This course will examine the mythology and reality
of "the Russian hacker" by considering this figure in the context of late
Soviet and post-Soviet Russian culture. We will attend to the influence of
both geopolitical forces, such as the politics of the Cold War, and artistic
movements like Postmodernism. The course follows a seminar format.
Students will be required to critically analyze literature (Dostoevsky,
Bulgakov, Pelevin, Tolstaya), film (Balabanov, Ginzburg), media sources,
and scholarship. They will work on written exercises that prepare them to
write a research paper to be presented at a research symposium at the
end of the semester. No prior knowledge of Russian language or culture
is required. The course is conducted in English, but students will have the
option to do work in Russian for three extra course units. 

82-399 Equity & Justice in Modern Languages (Language-Specific)

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
S23: "Derechos Humanos y Cine en Latinoam and #233;rica" This course
has the dual purpose of examining important human rights issues in Latin
America and questioning the role of film in making visible, critiquing, or
even sustaining the structures that lead to human rights violations. We will
study specific human rights issues tackled by filmmakers in Latin America,
such as cultural rights, gender and sexuality rights, economic rights,
environmental issues, and war and state terror. Furthermore, we will discuss
specific film schools and movements that developed to address human
rights and social justice issues in diverse Latin American contexts. Finally,
we will look at how Latin American films work the international human rights
film festival circuit, and the ethical and practical implications of filming
local human rights issues for international audiences. All coursework for
this section in Spanish; may count for Hispanic Studies credit. Students
interested in doing coursework in English credit should register under
82-299. (9 units) 
Prerequisite: 82-242 Min. grade C 

82-400 Russian Studies Topics

Fall and Summer: 6 units 
(A1)Literary Culture of the 19th Century Russia (6 Units) The purpose of the
course is to give students an introduction to the cultural environment of the
Imperial Russia through the works of major 19th century Russian writers. We
will read and analyze some masterpieces of Russian fiction, including works
of Pushkin, Lermontov, Gogol, Turgenev, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, and Chekhov.
Emphasis will be made on how these brilliant classics reflected turbulent
history of the 19th century Russia. (A2) Literary Culture of the 20th Century
Russia (6 Units) This mini-course focuses on Russian prose and poetry of
the early 20th century. Readings will include the "proletarian" writings of
Maxim Gorky, "symbolism" of Alexander Blok, "futurism" and "modernism"
of Vladimir Mayakovsky as well as works of some other authors. We will
discuss such important issues for 20th century Russian Cultural History as
the role of intelligentsia in the Russian Revolution, the content and method
of Russian decadence, symbolism, and modernism, as well as imprisonment,
liberation, and exile that became so important for many writers and poets. 

82-411 Topics in Arabic Media

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
Given the development and spread of new and multi-literacies around us
today, the course focuses on reading and analyzing Arabic media sources
to engage in discussions about current topics in our modern world. Topics
of interest include (but are not limited to): Culture, politics, economy,
environment, education, and linguistic diversity. While reading and writing
will be mainly in Modern Standard Arabic, class discussions will be of a
multidialectal and multilingual nature to encourage questioning, analyzing,
and conceptualizing topics in various contexts. 
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82-412 Topics in Arabic Studies

Spring: 9 units 
This course explores both spoken (e.g. job interviews, business meetings)
and written (e.g., application letters, progress reports, complaints, appeals)
professional genres. The course will focus on both the particular resources
that are needed for conveying particular messages, and the influence of
social and contextual factors on our linguistic choices. To this end, students
will (1) analyze and critique written and spoken professional texts, and
(2) produce and present spoken and written professional texts. Moreover,
the course is taught in a seminar, discussion-based format and students
will construct projects to explore course topics in a hands-on manner. The
course is mainly conducted in Arabic, but multilingual and multidialectal
practices are welcome as they increase participation, and maximize
knowledge construction. 

82-413 Readings in Islamic History

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course focuses on Islamic history and enables students to read
authentic historical texts in Arabic written three to five centuries ago and to
understand the cultural context that gave rise to these texts. Students also
will continue to develop their ability to express their ideas both in speaking
and in writing and to develop their listening skills in Modern Standard
Arabic. 

82-415 Topics in French and Francophone Studies

Fall: 9 units 
This repeatable course explores target cultures through a thematic or
conceptual focus. Students critically analyze authentic documents through,
for example, historical, biographical, filmic, artistic, literary, musical, and
theoretical perspectives, while improving and expanding their language
skills. FALL 2024: Alternative Histories of 1789 Alternative Histories of
1789 Who writes the history that is passed down from generation to
generation? Who decides which voices should be heard, which voices
should be ignored, and which version of history is the 'right' one? In this
course, we will consider 'alternative' histories of 1789, which is not to say,
necessarily, that the officialized and accepted accounts of 1789 are wrong;
the question is whether they are complete. When historical accounts and
the voices that tell them are marginalized, we may perhaps not see the
fullest version possible. In order to explore other, alternative accounts
of France and the Revolution of 1789, we will rely on texts that recount
versions of the revolution from different perspectives. Some voices to be
investigated, besides a sampling of the most famous ones (Louis XVI, Marie-
Antoinette, Philippe d'Orl and #233;ans, Marat, Danton, Robespierre...)
are those of Tussaud, Corday, de Gouges, de Staël, Siey and #232;s, and
of the Girondins and the Montagnards in their civil war. We will examine
pamphlets, posters, speeches, newspaper articles, satirical cartoons,
memoires, art depicting the revolution, and literary works, with the goal of
understanding multiple aspects of this seemingly larger than life historical
event. Lastly, we will examine a supranatural telling of 1789, as another
'alternative' history. All work will be in French. 
Prerequisites: 82-304 Min. grade C and 82-303 Min. grade C 

82-416 Topics in French and Francophone Studies

Spring: 9 units 
SPRING 2025: French Soundscapes: Are sounds different in France? 
Prerequisites: 82-304 and 82-303 

82-417 Arabic for the Professions II

Intermittent: 9 units 
tba 

82-418 Advanced Research in French & Francophone Language &
Culture

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course permits in-depth, 400-level study in the following courses:
82-303, French and amp; Francophone Culture or 82-304 French and
Francophone Sociolinguistics. Students will meet with the regularly
scheduled 300-level class, read additional texts, and produce research
assignments as agreed upon by the instructor and student. The focus is on a
deeper understanding and individualized research of the course topics. 

82-420 The Crucible of Modernity:Vienna 1900

Intermittent: 9 units 
Vienna 1900 was many things: the political center of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire; the center of German-language music and theater; the birthplace
of Zionism and of psychoanalysis; the home of cafe culture and the waltz;
the city of baroque urban palaces and squalid backyard tenements; and
the showcase for historicism. And while the story of Vienna's cultural and
political turmoil is interesting, it probably would not command our attention
today were it not for its role as the birthplace of Modernism. The class
explores Vienna before the collapse of the Austro- Hungarian Empire in
1918. We will be looking at a huge and at times confusing canvas, which by
necessity includes almost every aspect of culture. From history and politics
we will move on through art, architecture, psychoanalysis, literature, music,
and philosophy. We will be looking at art nouveau buildings and furniture,
reading literature, viewing films, and listening to recordings. Using an
enhanced historical map of the city as a digital interface and an interactive
learning tool, we will add a crucial visual component to the course and
research the connections between urban and architectural space and the
intellectual activity that took place in it. You will work in teams with students
from other disciplines. You will research networks of intellectual and artistic
activities and create 3D models of the spaces, from public squares to cafe
interiors, in which these intellectual activities took place. You will create
and expand a growing collection of records, photos, archival materials,
as well as artwork, music and other media in an effort to reconstruct the
dialogue among the arts and the cultural debate of this key moment in the
passage to Modernism. No previous knowledge of 3D modeling software is
required, software instruction and tutoring will be provided. The language of
instruction is English with a German credit option 

82-425 Topics in German Literature and Culture

Fall 
This repeatable course explores the culture of the German-speaking
nations through a thematic or conceptual focus. Students critically analyze
authentic documents, for example, historical, biographical, and literary
texts, as well as film and works of the visual arts while improving and
expanding their language skills. Fall 2024:The Peaceful Revolution in East
Germany 35 Years Later: The fall of 2024 marks the thirty-fifth anniversary
of the peaceful revolution in East Germany. This occurred in the autumn
of 1989, most prominently in Leipzig on October 9, when a massive
demonstration occurred that helped to break the back of the communist
government. This course, conducted in German, will look at the year 1989
in East Germany, along with the events that led to the revolution and the
collapse of the communist party and government. One of the goals of the
class will be to create a video archive (in German!) of the revolution and
people's experiences of it, and to this end students who wish to travel to
Leipzig during fall break will have the opportunity to do so with substantial
subsidies from the Department of Languages, Cultures, and Applied
Linguisticsmade possible through a generous and greatly appreciated grant
from the Max Kade Foundation. Students will still have to pay about $500
for the trip, and they will get round-trip air fare plus accommodations in
Leipzig. The trip to Leipzig requires fluency in German and approval of the
instructor. Students who choose to travel to Leipzig and do video work there
will receive an additional three units for the course. However whether or
not students choose to travel to Leipzig, the epicenter of the East German
revolution, all students, including those staying in the U.S. during fall break,
will work in groups to create final group video projects that will ultimately be
mounted publicly in the university's Askwith Kenner Global Languages and
Cultures room. 
Prerequisites: 82-320 or 82-327 or 82-426 or 82-323 

82-426 Topics in German Literature and Culture

Spring: 9 units 
This repeatable course explores the culture of the German-speaking
nations through a thematic or conceptual focus. Students critically analyze
authentic documents, for example, historical, biographical, and literary
texts, as well as film and works of the visual arts while improving and
expanding their language skills. SPRING 2025: The spring of 2025 marks
the eightieth anniversary of the end of World War Two in Europe, the so-
called German Zero Hour. This course, conducted entirely in German,
commemorates the anniversary of this event and offers a deep dive into
the end of Adolf Hitler's "Third Reich" and the period of devastation and
rebuilding that followed immediately afterwards, when Germany lay in ruins
and was divided up among four occupying powers. How does a country
rebuild after such devastation? We will be watching some of the key films
associated with this period and also reading some of the most famous works
from the period. Students will get considerable practice speaking, writing,
reading, and hearing the German language. Key course requirements
include seven film write-ups in response to the films we will be seeing, a
final course project, and a brief final reflection written in German. 
Prerequisites: 82-324 or 82-325 or 82-323 
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82-427 Nazi and Resistance Culture

Spring: 9 units 
"How could the land of Goethe and Beethoven also have produced Hitler
and the Holocaust?" This is a question that has frequently been posed about
Germany. Germany has arguably been the dominant country in Western
musical development since the sixteenth century; it has also witnessed an
extraordinary flowering of literature, philosophy, and the visual arts. This
course, conducted in English, will explore what happened to German culture
from 1933 to 1945. In particular, it will examine the Nazi assault on modern
(or "degenerate") art and the artistic response of the German and foreign
resistance to Nazi tyranny. Arts explored will include literature, film, music,
and the visual arts. We will read from the works of a variety of writers,
including Öd and #246;n von Horv and #225;th, Anna Seghers, Bertolt
Brecht, Adolf Hitler, Albert Speer, Hanns Johst, Joseph Goebbels, and Paul
Celan. Film will also play a major role in the course, and students will be
required to view (outside of class) and discuss at least seven Nazi-era films,
including Veit Harlan's infamous antisemitic Jud S and #252; and #223;
and the Nazi film Hitlerjunge Quex (Hitler Youth Quex), about a brave Hitler
Youth martyr. CONTENT NOTE: The Nazi regime was racist, antisemitic,
misogynist, homophobic, anti-communist, anti-socialist, and antiliberal. The
language they used and some of their opponents seldom met the standards
of polite speech in the contemporary U.S.A. It is a certainty that students
will find the events and attitudes discussed in this course and the language
used between 1933-1945 to be offensive and distasteful subject matter.
If you feel uncomfortable at any point in the semester, please set up an
appointment to meet with the instructor individually. It is important that
all members of our community contribute to a safe and positive learning
atmosphere. 
Prerequisite: 82-327 

82-428 History of German Film

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course, conducted in English, is a chronological introduction to one of
the world's greatest cinema traditions: German cinema. It moves from the
silent cinema of the 1910s to the Weimar Republic, when German cinema
represented Hollywood's greatest challenger in the international cinema
world. It then addresses the cinema of Hitler's so-called "Third Reich,"
when German cinema dominated European movie theaters, and moves on
to the cinema of divided Germany from 1949-1989, when cinema in the
socialist east and cinema in the capitalist west developed in very different
ways. In the final two weeks of the semester, the course will address
German cinema in the post-unification period, which has experienced a
revival in popularity and interest. The two historical foci of the semester
will be the Weimar Republic, the classic era of German cinema, and the
era of the so-called "New German Cinema" of the 1970s and 1980s, when
major German directors developed radical new approaches to cinema
and critiques of Hollywood. Among the great directors focused on in the
course of the semester will be Friedrich Wilhelm Murnau, Fritz Lang, Leni
Riefenstahl, Wolfgang Staudte, Werner Herzog, Wim Wenders, and Rainer
Werner Fassbinder. No knowledge of the German language is required for
this course. Most of the films will be in German with English subtitles. The
course will be cross-listed in the departments of Modern Languages, English,
and History. Students will be required to attend class, including all film
screenings, to actively participate in discussion, to write a term paper on a
topic related to German cinema history, and to take two tests. 

82-429 German Reading and Translation Workshop: German in
Today's World

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course will address issues of translation, mostly from German into
English, but to a lesser extent also from English into German. It will focus
primarily on texts coming from the spheres of current events, politics,
economics, and the cultural sphere, but students will also be encouraged
to explore and locate texts based on their own interests and concerns. In
order to facilitate well-honed translation, it will be necessary to address
points of advanced grammar where the structures of the German and
English languages feature not only similarities but also differences. The
course will thus also constitute a review of issues in German grammar
that English speakers may sometimes find particularly challenging. The
language of instruction will be primarily German, and students should be
comfortable speaking and listening to German. Students will be required to
complete a several translation projects, to locate a number of texts from
the contemporary German-speaking world that interest them, and to take
a midterm and final examination that will focus on translation, issues of
advanced grammar, and cultural content. 
Prerequisite: 82-324 

82-431 China and the West

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course takes a look at the multifaceted relationship between China
and the Western world from Marco Polo's time to the present. The focus will
be on how people in China and the West imagined each other in different
times of history and in what ways some historical events and figures, as
well as concepts and cultural practices are interpreted differently from
Chinese and Western perspectives. Students are expected to reach a
deeper understanding of the complexities of cultural interactions and their
implications for the diverse world in which we now live. The students will
read a rich collection of scholarly writings, and the class will be conducted
primarily in discussion format. The class is conducted in English and
Chinese. Students will complete readings in both English and Chinese.
Assessment will be based on participation in the discussion, student
presentations, and written assignments (including research papers, book
reviews, and translations). 

82-432 Chinese Popular Culture: A Game of Learning

Intermittent: 9 units 
S23: There are two reasons why the course is called "A Game of
Learning" (and not "A Game of Thrones"): 1. We will be using a video game
(i.e. Chinese Parents) as the primary learning resource to explore, discuss,
and analyze different aspects of Chinese society and popular culture, such
as naming, education, school life and youth culture; 2. We will be using a
"gameful learning theory" to design and structure the course, so that all
your efforts and accomplishments will earn your precious points (Yes, just
like in a game) that help you get your desirable grade at the end of the
semester. In other words, with the exception of a few core assignments,
you will have the option to complete or not complete all other assignments
based on your learning interest and habit. With this power in hand, you can
create a unique learning process and a "game ending" that is solely your
own. 
Prerequisite: 82-332 

82-433 Topics in Contemporary Culture of China

Fall: 9 units 
This repeatable course explores target cultures through a thematic or
conceptual focus. Students critically analyze authentic documents through,
for example, historical, biographical, filmic, artistic, literary, musical, and
theoretical perspectives, while improving and expanding their language
skills. Prerequisite: 82-332 S20: China has become the second largest
economy in the world and is playing a more and more important role
in the global society today. To have comprehensive knowledge and in-
depth understanding of what has brought about the rapid changes, what
is happening there and what to expect for the future is crucial to the
professional life of anyone who intends to build up a career in the global
community. This 400-level Chinese course aims at helping students obtain
knowledge of and develop a deeper and broader understanding of the
social, historical, political and cultural situation in China today through
the study of materials selected from various media channels, including
newspaper and journal articles, films, video clips and other online materials.
Students will be able to use Chinese correctly and fluently to introduce,
analyze, and comment on various issues in today's Chinese society and
make comparisons between contemporary China and its past as well as
between China and other countries today. Teaching activities will include
classroom discussions and mini-reports. Students' self-reflection essays and
semester-end research project will be the major forms of assessment of
students' performance. 
Prerequisite: 82-332 

82-434 Studies in Chinese Traditions

Intermittent: 9 units 
Traditional Chinese Thought and Literature through Comic Books Starting
from the 1980's, Tsai Chih Chung (a master cartoonist in Taiwan) created
a series of comic books illustrating canonical works in traditional Chinese
philosophy and literature. The series soon became a great hit both in Taiwan
and China, and has since been translated into different languages around
the world. While its popularity continues to grow among its readers, its wide
circulation also raises questions among scholars and critics of traditional
Chinese literature and culture. In this course, students will be asked to
read Tsai Chih Chung's comic books and their animated adaptations,
the English translations of the Chinese canonical texts of philosophy and
literature, and the secondary sources that provide historical and analytical
introductions to the texts. While enjoying Tsai's innovative and delightful
comic interpretation, students will work in Chinese to consider serious
philosophical questions along with the early Chinese thinkers, to learn to
savor the aesthetic beauty of traditional Chinese literature, and to prepare
to share their ideas and discovery with the rest of the class. 
Prerequisite: 82-332 
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82-435 Studies in Chinese Literature: The Enchanting World of
Chinese Ghost Tales & Ctr

Intermittent: 9 units 
Focusing on a seminal work of 17th-century Chinese literature, Strange
Tales from a Chinese Studio (Liaozhai zhiyi), this course offers students
an opportunity to delve into an enlightening journey through a myriad of
peculiar and varied tales, exploring ghosts and anomalies that are integral
to Chinese culture. Throughout the semester, students will be exposed to
a diverse range of these strange tales, encompassing concise accounts of
bizarre entities and elaborate narratives of enchanting dreams, spectral
hauntings, and mystical fox romances. Additionally, students will be asked
to read scholarly articles in English, focusing on the ghost literature and
culture of traditional China. These academic writings serve as invaluable
resources, allowing students to explore the unique characteristics of the
traditional Chinese concept of ghosts and the cultural perspectives that
inspired the creation, compilation, and dissemination of these ghost stories
in that era. 
Prerequisite: 82-332 Min. grade C 

82-436 Introduction to Classical Chinese

Intermittent: 9 units 
Classical Chinese is a language shaped in the latter half of the first
millennium B.C . that still persists as a living medium of expression today.
Knowledge of Classical Chinese is very important to help students read
and understand sophisticated modern Chinese texts, which make frequent
use of Classical allusions and constructs. Moreover, the cultural values
expressed in the ancient texts have played an important role in shaping
Chinese families, culture and society. The main goal of the course is for
students to promote their skill in reading Classical Chinese and their
knowledge and understanding of ancient Chinese culture, society and
history. With this knowledge and training, not only will students be more
comfortable reading the Chinese Classics, they will also thereby increase
their proficiency in modern Chinese and their knowledge of Chinese culture. 
Prerequisites: 82-338 or 82-337 or 82-332 

82-439 Black Myth: Wukong and the Journey to the West

Intermittent: 9 units 
SPRING 2025: China's 3A game "Black Myth: Wukong" became a global
sensation after its launch on August 20, 2024. The game captivated gamers
worldwide with its stunning visuals and profound reinterpretation of the
classic Chinese novel "Journey to the West". This novel tells the story of
Tang Sanzang and his disciples, Sun Wukong, Zhu Bajie, and Sha Wujing,
as they journey westward to obtain Buddhist scriptures, overcoming 81
trials along the way. This course explores Chinese culture, literature, and
language through both the video game "Black Myth: Wukong" and the
novel "Journey to the West." The course includes an introduction to "Black
Myth: Wukong" and its societal impact, examining the game's development,
reception, and cultural significance both in China and globally. It also
involves a close reading of the novel "Journey to the West" as a cornerstone
of Chinese literature, with analysis of key selections, discussion of its
historical value and modern influence. Additionally, a comparative analysis
of the novel and game explores their relationship, highlighting similarities
and differences in character creation, and discussing cultural inheritance
and innovation. Through these explorations, students will enhance their
understanding of Chinese culture and history while improving their Chinese
language proficiency. 
Prerequisites: 82-337 Min. grade C or 82-331 Min. grade C or 82-332 Min.
grade C 

82-440 Studies in Chinese Literature & Culture

Fall: 9 units 
This repeatable course explores target cultures through a thematic or
conceptual focus. Students critically analyze authentic documents through,
for example, historical, biographical, filmic, artistic, literary, musical, and
theoretical perspectives, while improving and expanding their language
skills. FALL 2021 This course will begin by showcasing some Chinese
folk performance art traditions including hand puppet, shadow puppet,
and string puppet performances, and regional opera performances, and
investigating their relationships with Chinese folk beliefs and temple
festivals. Next we will investigate more modern pop culture artifacts
such as pop songs and films. Through these investigations students will
explore the culture of both traditional and modern performing arts, their
relationship with Chinese local culture and societies, and their national and
global impact. Class activities will include showcases of media and printed
materials, lectures and discussion, as well as presentation of multimedia
examples of these representative performing arts and pop culture. 
Prerequisite: 82-332 

82-441 Studies in Peninsular Literature and Culture

Intermittent: 9 units 
This repeatable course explores the cultures of Spain through a thematic or
conceptual focus. Students critically analyze authentic documents through,
for example, historical, biographical, filmic, artistic, literary, musical, and
theoretical perspectives, while improving and expanding their language
skills. FALL 2025: This course explores the complex relationship between
literature, film, and authoritarian rule during Francisco Franco's fascist
dictatorship (1939-1975). We will examine how writers and filmmakers
navigated censorship, repression, and propaganda, analyzing texts that
either reinforced the regime's ideology or subtly resisted it. Through an
interdisciplinary approach, students will critically engage with both state-
sanctioned and subversive works to understand how culture functioned as
a tool for both control and defiance. We will also investigate the aesthetics
of fascist representation, the manipulation of historical narratives, and the
emergence of underground and exile literature. By the end of the course,
students will gain a deeper understanding of how cultural production shapes
and reflects political realities in authoritarian contexts. 
Prerequisite: 82-345 

82-443 Spanish Reading and Translation Workshop

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course is of interest to advanced Spanish majors and minors as well
as other native or heritage speaker non-specialists seeking to develop
translation skills from English-Spanish and Spanish-English. It provides
students with an introduction to basic concepts, theories, and techniques
of translation, and helps them develop a systematic approach to resolving
language transference problems. Students will deepen their understanding
of Spanish and English as they consider how best to translate structures,
words, text, and discourse styles unique to each respective language while
simultaneously acquiring a valuable and highly marketable skill. This course
is conducted in Spanish. *Prerequisites: 82-345 or permission of instructor. 
Prerequisites: 82-342 or 82-343 or 82-344 or 82-345 

82-444 The Structure of Spanish

Intermittent: 6 units 
This course will provide students with a theoretical framework and analytic
tools to investigate how Spanish speakers represent, construct, and
transform their social worlds. In particular, the focus is on language as a
social practice through which power relations are maintained or challenged.
Using a variety of spoken and written texts, the course seeks to analyze
to explore the discourse-semantic and lexico-grammatical features that
Spanish users deploy to make meanings and negotiate understandings.
This analysis will later be interpreted from an interdisciplinary perspective
drawing on social theory and history. 
Prerequisite: 82-345 

82-445 U.S. Latino Literature

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course proposes to problematize socio-political and historico-cultural
issues concerning U.S. Latinos and Hispanic immigrants in the United
States. This will involve the analysis and application of assimilation,
transculturation and bilingualism theory, and rhetorical/translational
problematics of the material under examination. Also of interest will be
an ongoing class discussion of Latinos/Hispanics in history, the media,
entertainment, politics, and education. Students will consider the question
of the "borders," geographical, political and societal, that may or do exist
between U.S. mainstream society, Latinos and Hispanic immigrants, and
strategies employed by hyphenated-Americans for overcoming, subverting
or undermining this situation. Materials for the course will include literature,
film, essays, and music by and about Latinos and Hispanics in the United
States. FALL 2023: Mapping Dreams and Nightmares: Seeing and Writing
the US-Mexico Border This course will focus on the US-Mexico border, with
particular emphasis on visual representations of the border from both
the US and Mexico, and on the unique, vibrant fronteriza cultures that
result in the space betwixt and between. The course will emphasize key
moments and events in the history of the border, including for example
the Mexican Revolution, the creation of the border patrol in the 1920s, the
Bracero program, Operation Wetback, the Chicano movement, Operation
Gatekeeper, and will consider how visual and textual representations
have responded to and been conditioned by the political and economic
relationship between the US and Mexico, particularly in the wake of
neoliberal policies. We will draw on a wide variety of materials, including
film, video, visual arts, performance, border theory, and literary and
journalistic texts. 
Prerequisite: 82-345 
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82-448 Topics in Arabic Language, Literature, & Culture

Intermittent: 9 units 
This repeatable course explores the Arab world through a thematic or
conceptual focus. Students critically analyze authentic documents through,
for example, historical, biographical, filmic, artistic, literary, musical, and
theoretical perspectives, while improving and expanding their language
skills. 
Prerequisite: 82-312 

82-449 Arabic Sociolinguistics

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course focuses on the main concepts in sociolinguistics such as
diglossia, dialects, variation, gender, etc. These concepts then are applied
to the Arabic language in particular. We will read selected chapters from
the assigned book that deal with these concepts in general, and then
we will read other assigned articles that apply these concepts to the
Arabic language. This course explains the historical and existing linguistic
repertoire in the Arab countries. 

82-450 Advanced Research in Hispanic Language & Culture

Fall and Spring: 9 units 
This course permits in-depth, 400-level study in the following courses:
82-342 Spain: Language and Culture, 82-343 Latin America: Language
and Culture, and 82-344 U.S. Latinos: Language and Culture. Students will
meet with the regularly scheduled 300-level class, read additional texts,
and produce research assignments as agreed upon by the instructor and
student. The focus is on a deeper understanding and individualized research
of the course topics. Prerequisite: Permission of instructor 

82-451 Studies in Latin American Literature and Culture

Intermittent: 9 units 
This repeatable course explores cultures of Latin America through thematic
or conceptual focus. Students analyze authentic documents through, for
example, historical, biographical, filmic, artistic, literary, musical, and
theoretical perspectives, while improving and expanding their language
skills. 
Prerequisite: 82-345 

82-455 Topics in Hispanic Studies

Fall: 9 units 
This repeatable course explores Spanish-speaking cultures through
a thematic or conceptual focus. Students critically analyze authentic
documents through, for example, historical, biographical, filmic, artistic,
literary, musical, and theoretical perspectives, while improving and
expanding their language skills. FALL 2023: TBA 
Prerequisite: 82-345 

82-456 Topics in Hispanic Studies

Spring: 9 units 
This repeatable course explores Spanish-speaking cultures through
a thematic or conceptual focus. Students critically analyze authentic
documents through, for example, historical, biographical, filmic, artistic,
literary, musical, and theoretical perspectives, while improving and
expanding their language skills. SPRING 2017: Southern Cone Dictatorships
in the Movies (1984-2016) This course explores the Southern Cone
dictatorships during the period of the Cold War through their representation
in films. The military-civilian dictatorships of the 1970s in Argentina, Chile
and Uruguay were a period of State terrorism. This violent period resulted
in thousands of disappeared people, political prisoners and exiles. These
experiences have had a lasting impact in the new democracies. There is
still a debate over how to address violations of human rights and how to
make sense of the past, so that these events don't happen again. There
has been a rich production of movies focusing on this historical period that
serves as a document of how the struggles over how to come to terms
with a traumatic past have been dealt with by different countries. These
films also provide a glimpse of how popular culture serves as a vehicle to
construct a social memory of recent history. Through films new generations
that did not experience these traumatic events learns about what happened
and what it means for particular social actors. We will analyze films from
Argentina, Chile and Uruguay in order to better understand how these
countries have dealt with a contested past. The course will provide students
with historical background, theoretical frameworks and analytic tools to
approach these cultural productions as documents and discourses about the
recent dictatorships. 
Prerequisite: 82-345 

82-473 Topics in Japanese Studies

Fall: 9 units 
This repeatable course explores target cultures through a thematic or
conceptual focus. Students critically analyze authentic documents through,
for example, cultural, social, historical, biographical, filmic, artistic, literary,
musical, linguistic, and theoretical perspectives, while improving and
expanding their language skills. F25 Japanese Linguistics: This course
introduces students to key topics in Japanese linguistics through exploration
of sound, structure, meaning, and use in the Japanese language. Building on
proficiency skills from Advanced Japanese language courses (prerequisite:
82-371 or 82-372), students will examine how Japanese grammar,
phonetics, writing systems, and pragmatics function both descriptively and
socially. The course highlights how language reflects and shapes identity,
politeness, and interaction in Japanese society. Students will gain analytical
tools to better understand ideology and variations, preparing them to be
more culturally informed and reflective language users. Instruction and
readings will be in Japanese. 
Prerequisite: 82-372 

82-474 Topics in Japanese Studies

Spring: 9 units 
This repeatable course explores target cultures through a thematic or
conceptual focus. Students critically analyze authentic documents through,
for example, cultural, social, historical, biographical, filmic, artistic, literary,
musical, linguistic, and theoretical perspectives, while improving and
expanding their language skills. SPRING 2025: 
Prerequisite: 82-372 Min. grade C 

82-480 Translation Technologies

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course is designed to give students conceptual and practical
knowledge of language translation technologies, as well as applied skills
for use with common Computer Assisted Translation (CAT) tools. Students
will have the opportunity to work directly with CAT tools and engage in
meaningful discussion of the benefits and limitations of Machine Translation,
Translation Management Systems, and Translation Memory, among
others. Students will focus on acquiring technical CAT skills and developing
independence, on terminology management, and on translation technology
functionality while taking into consideration the ethical, historical and
occupational considerations surrounding the use of translation technologies.

82-481 Translation Workshop 1

Spring: 9 units 
This course examines the practice of applied translation in a variety
of linguistic and cultural domains. We will explore key concepts such
as relevance, equivalence, back-translation, and translation as a social
transaction, and engage in the practical application of theoretical
approaches to a variety text types with different purposes and for different
audiences. In applied translation, the translators task is a process that
can be defined as repurposing a text in another language for a functional
use. Foremost in this process is preserving the integrity of the information
being communicated, the appropriate context for the task. Students will
further develop and refine their practical translation skills and apply them
to examples from specialized domains such as health care, public affairs,
business, marketing, journalism, mass media, literature, and others.
In addition, students will gain familiarity with textual conventions that
govern source and target texts within these domains and deepen their
understanding of both L1 and L2 as languages for special purposes. To
achieve this, students will analyze texts for register, style, tone, and content
to determine the most appropriate process to achieve the highest quality
translation, and also explore and utilize translation resources available to
them as well as create their own, domain-specific resource kits. All students
will complete a semester-long series of graded L1 and gt; L2 and L2 and
gt; L1 assignments. Additionally, when assignments involve translation of
texts into English, students will also be working in collaboration with faculty
members in those languages. Students will maintain a translation portfolio
throughout the semester. In it they will archive all portfolio assignments
(drafts and rewrites), document their progress through the course (regular
assignments, remedial assignments, a log of projects, due dates, turn in
dates, and grades, etc.). 
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82-482 Introduction to Translation

Intermittent: 9 units 
We will survey a number of different translation theories in order to
understand the various approaches that are at our disposal when translating
a text. All theory taught in class will be accompanied by hands-on
translation projects that will give students the opportunity to try out their
knowledge first-hand and evaluate the usefulness of different approaches
on a personal basis. In addition, we will explore the profession of translation
by researching conferences, forums, websites and associations. Last but
not least, we will contact and interview a translator who does translation
work we feel particularly passionate about. The course is meant as a
general introduction to what it means to be a translator and is open to
both undergraduate and graduate students with sufficient proficiency in a
language other than English. 
Prerequisites: 82-342 or 82-320 or 82-344 or 82-345 or 82-323 or 82-371
or 82-372 or 82-391 or 82-394 or 82-340 or 82-373 or 82-332 or 82-331 or
82-304 or 82-303 or 82-311 or 82-343 

82-483 Translation as a Profession I

Intermittent: 6 units 
We will learn from professionals in the field of translation. Every class
will feature a guest speaker from the Pittsburgh area and beyond who
will present his or her own educational background, experience in the
field and current relation to the translation industry. Students will meet
a variety of professionals, learn about the field, and establish valuable
connections for the future. The course is open to anyone interested in the
field of translation, both undergraduate and graduate students. 

82-489 Service Learning in the Community

Intermittent 
This is a community-based research (CBR) course for advanced students
who wish to bridge service and action research. The course provides an
experiential component that allows students to use their second language
and culture skills while acquiring or honing their research skills. CBR helps
bridge the gap between university and community life to facilitate the
development of life-long learning habits and humanistic citizenship. ML
students and faculty will jointly design and execute ways in which to 'give
back' to the community being studied, which will be chosen based upon
the language, culture and/or history of a specific community. Students
in this course may participate in historical, ethnographic and cultural
research; ethnographic fieldwork; problem solving activities around a
particular issue the community is facing; discover how to best identify a
particular linguistic/cultural community and document, interpret, preserve
and disseminate its history and culture. Class activities may include
group, pair and independent reading and research; group and pair travel;
group, pair and one-on-one interaction with community members; public
presentations; photography, filming, scanning; webpage and document
design; and different kinds of writing. Prerequisite: Completion of all 300-
level coursework, or an approved equivalent, or permission of instructor 

82-492 The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Russian
Literature

Intermittent 
Pushkin, Gogol, Lermontov, Turgenev, Dostoevsky and Tolstoy all
ruminated upon their nation's historical destiny. This course aims to
describe the role played by imagination in these authors' efforts to wreak
from Russia's past a vision of her future. Emphasis is placed upon the
figurative operations of language that allow narrative to function as a
guidepost to a collective mission and a map of the individual's location
within the projected historical scheme. Lecture and discussion formats are
combined at each class meeting. Written papers, oral presentations, and
participation in discussions are required. Prerequisites: None for 9 units; an
additional 3 units, requiring permission of the instructor, can be earned for
work done in Russian. 

82-495 Topics in Applied Second Language Acquisition

Intermittent: 9 units 
FALL 2024: Ideologies of Critical Language AwarenessAdditional Technology

82-499 Alternative Break Projec (Language Specific)

Intermittent 
This course provides advanced ML language students and non-ML students
enrolled in an Alternative Break student trip project the opportunity to earn
credit by engaging in "connected" modes of knowing, by identifying and
analyzing a problem, and developing plans for short-term and sustainable
solutions, reflecting, and creating and disseminating an informational and
interpretive website and print materials about their experience. Students
will also bring to bear or gain experience in non-academic skills/talents/
interests in areas like photography, image editing, video production, writing,
design, website development, sound recording, and art, etc., by doing
community service under the auspices of Carnegie Mellon University's
Alternative Break program. Students will earn three (3) units for full
participation and fulfillment of course requirements. With the approval
of the faculty facilitator, an additional three (3) units may be earned by
completing an additional assignment. 

82-501 Special Topics in French & Francophone Studies

Fall 
Restricted to language majors who wish to go beyond the regular course
offerings in French and Francophone Studies involving group or individual
study in a subject area approved by the instructor. 

82-502 Special Topics in French & Francophone Studies

Spring 
Restricted to language majors who wish to go beyond the regular course
offerings in French and Francophone Studies involving group or individual
study in a subject area approved by the instructor. 

82-505 LCAL Undergraduate Internship

Intermittent 
To be eligible for the LCAL Internship, you'd need to find an internship
where the use of your language of study will be a large part of your working
for an organization. Internships are supervised work experiences either
on or off campus and are related to your academic interests and career
goals. To earn academic credit, you must arrange a LCAL faculty sponsor
who agrees to define the academic component of your work, monitor
your progress, and assign a final grade. You also need to have a work site
supervisor willing to communicate with the faculty sponsor and provide an
evaluation of your work before a final grade is assigned. Our internships will
be graded on a pass/fail basis only. Units for the class will be contingent
upon how much of your language of study will be a part of your day-to-day
work. If approved to participate in the internship: You must maintain regular
contact with your faculty sponsor as agreed to at the beginning of the
internship. In addition to any required written assignments, upon completion
(but before grades are due) you must submit a reflective evaluation of your
internship experience to the faculty sponsor. Additionally, students are
responsible to see that site supervisors submit a brief written evaluation of
the student's internship to the faculty sponsor before the grade is entered. 

82-511 Special Topics in Arabic Studies

Fall 
This repeatable course explores the Arabic language and culture through
a thematic or conceptual focus. Students critically analyze authentic
documents through, for example, historical, biographical, filmic, artistic,
literary, musical, and theoretical perspectives, while improving and
expanding their language skills. 

82-512 Special Topics in Arabic Studies: Advanced Grammar
Workshop

Spring 
This class is for advanced students interested in explicit, focused
instruction on Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) grammar. The class is
organized as a workshop around grammar topics that students identify as of
interest to them, and includes grammar explanations and practice through
writing and giving presentations to demonstrate their understanding of
covered topics. This course is taught in Arabic (MSA) and is repeatable. 

82-521 Special Topics in German Studies

Fall 
Restricted to language majors who wish to go beyond the regular course
offerings in German Studies involving group or individual study in a subject
area approved by the instructor. 
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82-522 Special Topics in German Studies

Spring 
Restricted to language majors who wish to go beyond the regular course
offerings in German Studies involving group or individual study in a subject
area approved by the instructor. 

82-531 Special Topics in Chinese Studies

Fall 
Restricted to language majors who wish to go beyond the regular course
offerings in Chinese Studies involving group or individual study in a subject
area approved by the instructor. Prerequisites: Permission of instructor and
a 400-level course 
Prerequisites: 82-434 Min. grade C or 82-436 Min. grade C or 82-440 Min.
grade C or 82-433 Min. grade C 

82-532 Special Topics in Chinese Studies

Spring 
Restricted to language majors who wish to go beyond the regular course
offerings in Chinese Studies involving group or individual study in a subject
area approved by the instructor. Prerequisites: Permission of instructor and
a 400-level course 

82-533 Cultural Topics in Chinese Studies

Fall: 6 units 
FALL 2022: The Pursuit of Happiness in Early Chinese Thoughts and Their
Modern-day Applications (section taught in English):Do you claim to be
a happy person? If so, why? If not, why not? How do we define "good
life" and where can we get it? This course will inspect various responses
to these questions in early Chinese thoughts and their modern-day
applications from a global perspective. Chinese thoughts and philosophy
are the intellectual foundations of Chinese culture throughout history.
They represent the love and pursuit of wisdom in Chinese tradition. The
course will explore some major schools of thought in early China such as
Daoism/Taoism, Confucianism, Buddhism, Legalism, and Mohism, and look
at the manifestations of their wisdom in various aspects of contemporary
Chinese society, including food, medicine, Fengshui, architecture, painting,
calligraphy, and Taichi. This course will be taught in both English and
Chinese, with two weekly meetings conducted in Chinese and English
respectively and asynchronized assignments and/or small group meetings.
Students can opt to attend only the English meetings for 6 units (82230),
only the Chinese meetings for 6 units, or both for 12 units (highly advanced
or near-native Chinese proficiency required). To promote intercultural
communications, the course welcomes participation of native Chinese
speakers for cross-cultural peer learning. 
Prerequisites: 82-433 Min. grade C and 82-434 Min. grade C 

82-534 Chinese Calligraphy and Classic Painting: History, Culture,
and Practice

Intermittent: 9 units 
This course offers an in-depth exploration of Chinese calligraphy and
classical painting from historical, cultural, and artistic perspectives.
Students will examine the evolution of these art forms, focusing on key
historical periods, influential artists, and their cultural significance. Through
a combination of lectures, hands-on practice, and cultural discussions,
participants will gain a deeper appreciation of Chinese calligraphy
and painting while developing foundational skills in brush techniques,
composition, and artistic expression. This course is ideal for students
passionate about Chinese art and culture, offering both theoretical
knowledge and practical training in these timeless artistic traditions.
Students must possess advanced or superior level speaking and listening
skills in Chinese to enroll 
Prerequisites: 82-433 Min. grade C or 82-434 Min. grade C or 82-432 Min.
grade C 

82-539 Chinese Digital Arts and Literature: Nezha and Wukong

Intermittent: 9 units 
This advanced Chinese course explores the vibrant world of Chinese
literature and mythology through the lens of modern digital arts, focusing
on the recently-released animated film Nezha ??2 (2025) and the popular
video game Black Myth: Wukong ???: ?? (2024). The course bridges classical
texts and contemporary digital arts interpretations, offering a dynamic
exploration of legendary figures, such as Sun Wukong ??? (the Monkey
King) from the ancient novel Journey to the West ??? and Nezha ??from the
mythological epic League of Gods ???. Students must possess advanced or
superior level speaking and listening skills in Chinese to enroll Students will
engage with primary sources in Chinese, including excerpts from Journey
to the West ???and League of Gods ???, while critically analyzing how these
stories are reimagined in modern arts and media. The course emphasizes
the linguistic, cultural, and philosophical dimensions of Chinese literature
and mythology, encouraging students to reflect on how these adaptations
address themes of heroism, fate, rebellion, and identity. 

82-541 Special Topics in Hispanic Studies

Fall 
Restricted to language majors who wish to go beyond the regular course
offerings in Hispanic Studies involving group or individual study in a subject
area approved by the instructor. Prerequisites: Permission of the instructor
and a 400-level course 

82-542 Special Topics in Hispanic Studies

Spring 
Restricted to language majors who wish to go beyond the regular course
offerings in Hispanic Studies involving group or individual study in a subject
area approved by the instructor. Prerequisites: Permission of the instructor
and a 400-level course 

82-561 Special Topics: Italian Studies

Fall 
Restricted to language majors who wish to go beyond the regular course
offerings in Italian Studies involving group or individual study in a subject
area approved by the instructor. Prerequisites: Permission of the instructor
and a 400-level course 

82-562 Special Topics: Italian Studies

Spring 
Restricted to language majors who wish to go beyond the regular course
offerings in Italian Studies involving group or individual study in a subject
area approved by the instructor. Prerequisites: Permission of the instructor
and a 400-level course 

82-571 Special Topics in Japanese Studies

Fall 
Restricted to language majors who wish to go beyond the regular course
offerings in Japanese Studies involving group or individual study in a subject
area approved by the instructor. Prerequisites: Permission of the instructor
and a 400-level course 

82-572 Special Topics in Japanese Studies

Spring 
Restricted to language majors who wish to go beyond the regular course
offerings in Japanese Studies involving group or individual study in a subject
area approved by the instructor. Prerequisites: Permission of the instructor
and a 400-level course 

82-580 Senior Seminar in Languages, Cultures and Applied
Linguistics

Spring: 9 units 
This seminar for majors in Modern Languages focuses on general issues
in second language learning. It provides an integrative and culminating
experience for students as they complete their studies. The course includes
consideration of language learning and language maintenance, the role
of second languages in American life, issues of linguistic and cultural
diversity in the United States today and discussions of multiculturalism
throughout the world. The goal of the seminar is for students to reflect
upon their language learning experience and to discuss the role that a
second language plays in their own lives and in American society today.
Corequisite: Open only to Modern Languages majors 
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82-585 Topics in Second Language Acquisition

Intermittent: 9 units 
This repeatable course promotes inquiry into issues related to second
language acquisition, for example, use of technology in language
learning, language variation, code-switching, pragmatics, sociocultural
theory. Students will engage in research and project work and employ
qualitative and/or quantitative research methodology and analytical and/or
empirical methods to illuminate and understand the acquisition, use, and
maintenance of second languages. Prerequisite: Permission of instructor
SPRING 2016 Section B: East Asian Psycholinguistics Our understanding of
cognitive processes and mechanisms underlying language has primarily
come from studies of European languages. However, languages such
as Chinese, Japanese and Korean offer profound implications for the
acquisition, representation, and processing of language, due to their
differences from most European languages. Topics include first and second
language acquisition, spoken word recognition, reading, language disorders,
and the relationships between language, culture, and cognition. This
course serves to prepare students for more advanced studies of East Asian
languages, experimental linguistics, and linguistic theory. 

82-591 Modern Languages Honors Thesis

Fall: 9 units 
Modern Languages majors with outstanding academic records and
intellectual promise will be given the opportunity to undertake original
research under the direction of an individual faculty member. Students and
faculty select the research topics. Prerequisites: Senior standing; a 3.5 QPA
in one's language major; a 3.25 QPA overall; permission of the Department
Head and approved entry into the College's Honors Program 

82-592 Modern Languages Honors Thesis

Spring: 9 units 
Modern Languages majors with outstanding academic records and
intellectual promise will be given the opportunity to undertake original
research under the direction of an individual faculty member. Students and
faculty select the research topics. Prerequisites: Senior standing; a 3.5 QPA
in one's language major; a 3.25 QPA overall; permission of the Department
Head and approved entry into the College's Honors Program 

82-599 Russian Studies Thesis

Intermittent 
The Russian Studies thesis, as described for the Russian Studies major,
is required of all Russian Studies majors and consists of researching and
writing a thesis employing both Russian-language and English-language
sources, and generally completed during the senior year. Work is done
individually under the guidance of a Russian Studies advisor. 


