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What is Nature Masterclasses? 
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Data from Nature Masterclasses global surveys conducted in 2021 and 2022 to understand researcher needs. 

Design research 
Secure 
funding 

Experiment 
and analyse 

Write and 
publish 

Share and 
disseminate 

Develop 
your career 

What stages of the research cycle do you find most 
challenging?  

81%  
of researchers 
struggle with 

communicating 
findings to 

peers 

79%  
of researchers 
struggle with 

ideation 

75%  
of researchers 
struggle with 
writing grant 

proposals 

78%  
of researchers 
struggle with 
data analysis 

97%  
of researchers 

felt that the skills 
required for 
getting a job 

were important 
to them 

95% 
said that 

communicating 
to the academic 

community is 
important to be a 

successful 
researcher  



Face-to-face workshops established in 2011 

Online course 
published 2015 

The origins of Nature Masterclasses 



Delivered by 
experts  

● Nature Research 
journal editors 

● Leading 
researchers 
(academia and 
industry) 

● Funders  

Presenters 

Michael Dahlstrom 

Director, Greenlee 

School of Journalism 

and Communication, 

Iowa State University 

Paola Quattroni  

Alliance Delivery 

Manager, Health Data 

Research UK 

Helen Pearson 

Chief Magazine 

Editor, Nature, 

Springer Nature  

Magdalena Skipper 

Editor in Chief, Nature, 

Springer Nature  

David Rueda 

Professor and Chair 

of Molecular and 

Cellular Medicine, 

Imperial College 

London  

Andrea Taroni 

Chief Editor, 

Nature Physics, 

Springer Nature 



Expert training  

Best-in-class, on-

demand elearning 

courses drawing on the 

expertise of Nature 

Portfolio journal Editors 

and leading 

international experts 

from academia and 

industry 

Nature Masterclasses Online Training Platform 

Designed for busy 

researchers  

To accommodate 

researchers’ busy 

schedule, our training is 

self-paced, bite-sized and 

in a dip in and out format, 

so they don’t have to 

study the course in one 

go 

Tailored to 

researchers  

Our courses are 

designed and 

developed using a 

data-driven approach 

to understand and 

fulfill researchers’ 

specific needs 



How does your subscription work? 

● Nature Masterclasses online 
gives you full access to all 
existing online courses and 
instant access to new courses. 

 

● 13 courses by the end of 2022 
– more details next up. 

 

● Your institution’s access 
method is IP range – more 
details on this later.  

 



Design research 
Secure 
funding 

Experiment 
and analyse 

Write and 
publish 

Share and 
disseminate 

Develop 
your career 

Data analysis: 
Planning and 

preparing 

Focus on peer 
review 

Narrative tools 
for researchers 

Networking for 
researchers 

Effective 
collaboration in 

research 

Advancing your 
scientific 

presentations 

Scientific writing 
and publishing 

Managing 
research data 

Persuasive grant 
writing 

Finding funding 
opportunities 

Sept 2022 

Data analysis: 
Conducting and 
troubleshooting

March 2022 

Interpreting 
scientific results 

June 2022 

Experimental 
design 

Nov 2022 

Full catalogue of courses available at the end of 2022 
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Nature Masterclasses Online - Courses 
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Scientific Writing and 

Publishing 

Audience 
1 

Learning objectives 
● Develop writing skills and confidence writing for journals 

● Understand editorial processes and what editors look for 

● Learn best practices for submitting a paper and peer review 

For students and researchers in the natural sciences 

who are new to publishing or wish to refresh their 

skills 

Parts 
1. Writing a Research Paper 

2. Publishing a Research Paper 

3. Writing and Publishing a Review Paper 

Audience 
2 

For students and researchers in the natural science who 

are new to peer review or wish to refresh their skills 

 

 Learning objectives 
● Understand the importance and responsibilities of peer 

reviewers  

● Learn how to prepare a peer review report  

● Discuss ethics and innovations in peer review  

Parts 
1. Focus on Peer Review  

Focus on Peer Review 



Effective Collaboration in 

Research 

Audience 3 
For researchers in the natural sciences who wish to 

participate in or set up and lead collaborative projects 

 

 
Learning objectives 

● Understand the different forms, benefits, and challenges of 

collaborative research 

● Develop key collaborative skills such as communication 

and teamwork 

● Learn how to initiate and run a successful collaboration 

● Learn how to maximize the value of, and conclude, a 

collaborative project 

Parts 
1. Introducing collaboration 

2. Participating in a collaboration 

3. Leading a collaboration 

Networking for Researchers 

4 Content 

Participants will explore how to approach people 

in a physical environment as well as online, how to 

maintain and strengthen relationships and how to 

use them to further develop their careers. 

Learning objectives 
● Examine different purposes, challenges and opportunities 

related to building your network 

● Prepare key resources to help you build an effective 

network 

● Apply strategies to approach and connect with potential 

network contacts, both in-person and online 

● Examine strategies for leveraging your network in order to 

advance your research or career 

Module titles 
1. Welcome to the course 
2. Getting ready to network 
3. Approach and connect with peers (in person and online) 
4. Nurturing and harnessing the power of your network 



Managing Research Data 

Audience 
5 

Learning objectives 
● Understand the benefits of managing research data 

effectively 

● Understand the benefits of managing research data 

effectively 

● Learn how to apply best practices to organise, store, archive 

and check the quality of your data 

● Evaluate the different options for sharing research data 

For  researchers in the natural sciences who want to 

develop their data management skills or mentor 

others through the process 

Modules 
1. Welcome and introduction 

2. Creating and maintaining your data management plan 

3. Managing data in the short and long term 

4. Sharing your data 

Interpreting Scientific Results 

Content 

The course was developed in collaboration with 5 

experts in interpreting results including a Nature 

Portfolio journal Editor, and experienced researchers, 

statisticians and data scientists. 

Learning objectives 
● Recognise and avoid the most common pitfalls when 

interpreting results 

● Understand the steps you can take if your results are 

unexpected 

● Learn how to address your research aims, contextualise your 

findings and understand how they advance your scientific 

field 

● Communicate your findings with a focus on your key message 

Module title 

1. Interpreting Scientific Results 

6 



Narrative Tools for Researchers 

For researchers in the natural sciences who want to 

enhance their communication to their peers by using 

narrative tools to tell their research story 

Audience 

Learning objectives 
● Understand the benefits of using narrative tools to 

communicate your research more effectively to scientific 

peers and stakeholders 

● Learn how to create and combine narrative elements to 

build a compelling scientific story 

● Learn how to refine your research story depending on the 

audience and format for your communication 

Parts 
1. Why use a story? 

2. Building your story 

3. Refining your story 

7 

Advancing your Scientific 

Presentations 

v 

Content 8 
Participants will explore how to create a story, how 

to decide on what to include and how to 

understand their audiences when effectively 

communicating their research in oral presentations 

- face to face or virtually - using innovative and 

visually appealing presentation styles. 

Learning objectives 
● Explore techniques to overcome challenges linked to 

creating and delivering oral presentations 

● Build compelling research stories to underpin presentations 

that effectively communicate your message to your 

audience 

● Plan and develop slide decks to effectively communicate 

your research story to your audience (face-to-face or 

virtual) 

● Apply strategies to help you deliver both face-to-face and 

virtual presentations effectively on the day 

Module titles 
1. Overcoming your research presentation challenges 
2. Developing your story 
3. Building an engaging slide deck 
4. Preparing and navigating your talk 



Data Analysis: Planning and 

Preparing 

Content 

9 

Learning objectives 
● Examine the benefits and challenges of planning your data 

analysis, and understand the principles of creating a data 

analysis plan. 

● Prepare to analyse your data using best practice principles 

and processes 

Participants will explore practical steps to plan 

and prepare for effective data analysis. 

 

Module titles 
1. Introduction to Data Analysis 
2. Preparing your data for data analysis 

Content Content 10 
The course was developed in collaboration with 10 

experts in data analysis including experienced 

statisticians and data scientists, journal editors and 

early career researchers. 

Learning objectives 
● Understand the importance of conducting effective data 

analysis 

● Identify the best tools for exploring various datasets 

● Identify the range of analytic methods available and 

understand which is most suited to your data 

● Learn strategies for obtaining feedback, troubleshooting and 

expressing the limitations of your analysis 

Module titles 
1. Introduction to data analysis 

2. Exploring your data and reviewing your analysis plan 

3.  Analysing your data 

Data Analysis: Conducting 

and Troubleshooting 



Persuasive Grant Writing 

Content 11 

Learning objectives 
● Articulate how narrative tools can improve the quality of your grant applications 

● Plan how to align your grant application with the requirements and objectives of its audience – your chosen funder 

● Apply narrative tools when writing your grant application to make it more informative and persuasive 

Participants will learn to identify the requirements and objectives of chosen grants and apply storytelling techniques to increase the 

overall quality of the written part of their grant application. 

Module titles 

1. Before starting your grant application  
2. Targeting your audience 
3. Creating a narrative  
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New Courses 
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Why those four topics? 

Data analysis: Conducting and troubleshooting 
● Data is at the heart of research 
● Data analysis is a cornerstone of scientific research 

 

Crucial skill 
for 92% 

Almost 80% 
struggle and 
need training 

Only 30% are 
satisfied with 

training 

Interpreting scientific results 
● Sense of security from knowing the findings are robust 

and can be confidently shared with their peers 
● Risk to career and reputation if findings misinterpreted 

 

Crucial skill 
for almost 

90% 

Almost 80% 
struggle and 
need training 

Only 30% are 
satisfied with 

training 

Finding funding opportunities 
● Writing applications is time consuming 
● Success rate of applications is less than 25% in many major 

funding bodies around the globe 

 

Crucial skill 
for 91% 

82% struggle 
and need 
training 

Only 30% are 
satisfied with 

training 

Experimental design 
● Thorough experimental design is highly complex 
● Poor experimental design can waste time, ressources 

and damage reputation 

 
 Crucial skill 

for almost 
90% 

Almost 70% 
struggle and 
need training 

Only 24% are 
satisfied with 

training 
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Getting started 
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How to register 

Course access via your institution’s IP range 

 

● The first time you register and/or log in, make sure you are 
connected to your institution’s internet and are within the 
registered IP range(s) 

 

● If you are off-campus, make sure you are connected to your 
institution’s network remotely 

 



How to register 

Visit https://masterclasses.nature.com  

 

Select Register  

 



How to register 

On the Registration page, click 
‘Your institution’ and select your 
institution from the drop-down 
menu 



How to register 

● Create your preferred 
password and confirm it 

 

● Complete your profile 



How to register 

● Read and accept our ‘Privacy 
Policy’ 

 

● Click the “Register” button 



How to register 

● Check your mail box for a 
confirmation email from 
Nature Masterclasses 



How to register 

● Open the confirmation email from Nature Masterclasses and 
click the verification link 



How to register 

Once you have clicked “Confirm registration now”, you will 
be re-directed to the Nature Masterclasses site. This is your 
registration completed 

 

 



Your course access: after registration 

After registration, the website will remember your connection to 
your institution's internet for 6 months 

 

This will enable you to access the content with any internet 
connection for 6 months — useful when you’re off-campus 
 

If you have been off campus or haven’t used your organisation 
VPN for over 6 months after your initial registration, you will 
need to log in to Nature Masterclasses from within your 
institution’s network to refresh your connection details 



Go to https://masterclasses.nature.com  

Click Login 

Sign in for future visits 



Go to https://masterclasses.nature.com. Select Login 

 

Sign in for future visits 

https://masterclasses.nature.com/
https://masterclasses.nature.com/
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How to use the course platform 

Section breaks 
Section breaks are available in red 
or grey – these can be used 
interchangeably through the deck 

 
 
 
 
 
 



How to enter the courses  
Select the menu icon, and then click on the course name 
 



Homepage – scroll down the page to the list of courses 
 

How to enter the courses  



Each course homepage lists the key features, modules and experts 
 

How to enter the courses 



Ways of using the courses  

1) Logical progression from start to finish; 

2) Use the modules that relate to where you currently are in 
the research life cycle. 

 

It’s your resource! Find a way to use it that works for you. 

 

Dip into videos that look interesting, read content created by 
editors whose style you like, or who work in your field, and 
undertake activities that will challenge you. 

 



Course content  

• Lessons contain  
videos, posts and 
activities 
 

• Progress indicators 
show you the lessons 
you’ve completed 



Captions and transcripts on videos 

To turn on English subtitles on videos, select the dialogue box icon   

 



Captions and transcripts on videos 

English transcripts are located underneath videos: 

 



Account settings 

In your My page you can: 

● Edit your personal data 

● View your dashboard 



Track your progress  



Track your progress 

 

 

Your course progress will 
also be visible on the course 
part page 

 



My dashboard  

• Shows progress 
within modules 

 

• Certificate 
unlocked after 
completing 
100% of the 
course 

 



Certificates  

Download certificates from the 
course part overview page 
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Additional features  
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Blog area  



Meet our Experts 



Free course: Focus on Peer Review 

A comprehensive and practical overview 
focussing on: 
 
● The responsibilities of peer reviewers 
● How to prepare a peer review report  
● The ethics of peer review  
● Innovations in different types of peer 

review. 
 



Visit our FAQ page 

If you experience any technical issues, visit our Help page, 

which includes our Customer Service contact details. 



Why not start now?  

● Get started after the presentation: 
https://masterclasses.nature.com/  
 

● Remember, you will need to register with your institutional 
email address. 

 

We hope you enjoy using Nature Masterclasses! 

 

https://masterclasses.nature.com/
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Q&A 
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Thank you for your attention.  

Sibylle Bandilla (she/her) 

Nature Masterclasses Online Sales Executive  
Springer Nature 
Sibylle.Bandilla@springernature.com 
 
If you have any questions, please email us.   

mailto:Sibylle.Bandilla@springernature.com

