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Today’s programme

− Introduction to the Department of Computer Science (D-INFK)

− Your study plan, research projects, final documents

− Questions

− 13h00 Campus tour by computer science students
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Some numbers

Founded in 1981
5 professors, >100 students

>130 post-doctoral and 
senior researchers

around 1560 
Bachelor’s students

46 faculty
members

>380 doctoral
students

around 1600 
Master’s students 8 institutes

around 15 centers and 
3 industry labs

16.02.2026Department of Computer Science 3

>50 exchange students in autumn 2025
>30 starting in spring 2026 



The Department faculty
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Broad topics in research and education

Data 
Management

Machine 
Learning

Information 
Security

Networked 
Systems

Pervasive 
Computing

Programming 
Languages

Theory and 
Algorithms

Parallel 
Computing

Visual 
Computing

Software 
Engineering

System 
Security

Cyberphysical
Systems

…mechanical 
engineering, 
and
life sciences

Increasing 
collaborations

to physics,… 
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Worldwide top-ranked CS department

Rank 2026 Institution Country

1 University of Oxford United Kingdom

2 University of Cambridge United Kingdom

3 ETH Zurich Switzerland

4 Massachusetts Institute of Technology United States

5 Princeton University United States
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Expand your network

16.02.2026Department of Computer Science 7

62 ETH spin-offs with D-INFK 
participation founded since 1993



D-INFK website https://inf.ethz.ch/
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https://inf.ethz.ch/


Today’s programme

− Introduction to the Department of Computer Science (D-INFK)

− Your study plan, research projects, final documents

− Questions

− 13h00 Campus tour by computer science students
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Updating your study plan

Register for all courses you plan to attend in myStudies.

After the 1st week of the semester: 

− Decide which courses you will take and drop the others in myStudies.

Pay attention to deadlines, especially for courses with semester performance.

− Update your study plan in Mobility-Online.

Please submit it asap. Allow time for revisions. 
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Example course with semester performance

 read the entire description carefully



Study plan guidelines – overview

Choose courses which add up to at least 20 ECTS credits per semester (excl. language courses).
Recommended: 20–26 ECTS credits

Rules at D-INFK:

− Credits from no other department may exceed credits from D-INFK (first three digits of the course
numbers D-INFK course numbers: 252-, 261-, & 263-xxxx-xxx)

− At least 10 ECTS credits per semester in our BSc & MSc programmes («offered in»)

− At least 14 ECTS credits per semester in our BSc & MSc programmes or related study programmes,
e.g. mathematics, physics, electrical engineering («offered in»)

− The rest may be earned with (almost) any course at ETH.

Make sure you meet your home institution’s requirements as well!
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Find the general study plan guidelines here

https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/main/education/non-degree/mobilitaet/PDF_englisch/study-plan-guidelines.pdf


Information about courses
http://www.vvz.ethz.ch/

CS BSc counts towards min. 10 credits
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Study plan guidelines – details
At least 10 ECTS credits (1/2 of 20) in our BSc & MSc programmes

Place restrictions:

− maximally one D-INFK seminar per semester

− no Interfocus Courses (MSc)

− In case primary target groups are listed: Look for «Computer Science (Mobility)»

Credits do not count for this category:

− BSc CS, Minor Courses

− MSc Data Science, Interdisciplinary Electives

− CS general courses for non-computer scientists

Related study programmes

Courses offered in:
− BSc Computer Science
− MSc Computer Science

− MSc Data Science
− MSc Cyber Security
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Study plan guidelines – details
At least 14 ECTS credits (2/3 of 20) in our and related study programmes

2/3 rule: At least 14 ECTS (2/3 of the required minimum number of 20 ECTS) must be taken in our
BSc and MSc programmes, or related fields.
Language courses, Science in Perspective, the ETH Week, and courses at UZH do not count towards
the 14 ECTS.

Once the 2/3 rule is met, you can fill up your study plan with any other course, as long as credits from
no other department exceed credits from D-INFK.

Related study programmes (offered in):
− BSc & MSc Electrical Engineering
− BSc & MSc Mathematics
− BSc & MSc Physics
− BSc & MSc Computational Science and Engineering

− BSc CS, Minor Courses
− MSc Data Science, Interdisciplinary Electives
− CS general courses for non-computer scientists
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Example from the ETH course catalog

 counts towards min. 14 credits
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Study plan guidelines – details
Rest: You can fill up your study plan with (almost) any course at ETH

− Further courses in our BSc & MSc programmes and related study programmes

− Courses from other departments at ETH, also Science in Perspective (D-GESS)

 check for potential attendance restrictions in the course catalog

− ETH Week (September)

− Language courses at the Language Center of UZH and ETH Zurich

− Individual courses at the University of Zurich (UZH)

 apply online at UZH under studying at more than one university

(registration until Friday before start of the lecture period)
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https://www.sprachenzentrum.uzh.ch/en.html
https://www.uzh.ch/cmsssl/en/studies/application/chmobilityin.html


Study plan guidelines – further details

BSc & MSc: Choose the adequate level according to your knowledge

 look for prerequisites in the course catalog

− 20–26 ECTS credits per semester are ideal.

− Language courses do not count towards the minimum of 20 ECTS.

− A maximum of 30 ECTS credits per semester is the very recommended limit.
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Research projects – options
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Research projects – ECTS credits and combinations of projects

Number of ECTS according to duration of project

− 5 Credit Project  1 month (full time)

− 30 Credit Project  6 month (full time)

Projects can be done on a part-time basis.  Discuss the duration with your supervisor.

You may combine research projects, e.g. register for a 10 Credit Project and a 5 Credit Project.

It is not possible to register for the same research project twice, e.g. 2 x 5 Credit Project.
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Research projects – how does it work?

1. Have a look at the websites of professors or groups, e.g. here.
Choose a suitable topic and apply as instructed there. Official supervisor is a professor at ETH.
For the study plan rules, the credits are counted according to the professor’s department affiliation.

2. Found a project and a supervisor?
 Register the project in myStudies and add it to your study plan in Mobility-Online.
You will then be asked to enter the project details and upload the signed supervisor confirmation.

3. Start the project work and prepare a task description (approx. one page)
 send it as PDF to mobility@inf.ethz.ch for upload

4. Submit a written project report in the end by email to your supervisor(s) and mobility@inf.ethz.ch
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https://inf.ethz.ch/studies/semester-and-master-theses.html
https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/main/education/non-degree/mobilitaet/documents/supervisor-confirmation-projects.pdf
mailto:mobility@inf.ethz.ch
mailto:mobility@inf.ethz.ch


Grading system

− Pass: grade ≥ 4
− Fail: grade < 4
− Resolution for individual 

grades: 0.25

Repetition of exams

Passed exams cannot be re-taken.
You can repeat a failed examination or project
once if you are still at ETH on the repetition date.

6 excellent
5 good
4 pass
3 poor
2 extremely poor
1 not measurable

Performance assessment and exam registration
 see presentation of Student Exchange Office
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Confirmation of study period and learning agreement

The Student Exchange Office will issue your confirmation of study period.
The study period at ETH Zurich includes exam preparation and exam periods.

Your study plan is not always visible in Mobility-Online, but it is emailed to you as part of the
learning agreement once it has been confirmed.
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Transcript of records

Please request your transcript after all expected grades have been published in myStudies.

 write an email from your ETHZ address to mobility@inf.ethz.ch and

 indicate the exact email address(es) the transcript should be sent to (e.g. yourself and your home

institution)

The Study Administration D-INFK will then send the transcript in PDF format as soon as possible.
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VIS membership
https://vis.ethz.ch/en/

CAB E 31
Mo–Fri, 12.15–13.00
vis ät vis.ethz.ch
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https://vis.ethz.ch/en/
https://vis.ethz.ch/en/
https://vis.ethz.ch/en/


https://exams.vis.ethz.ch/

Exam collection
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https://exams.vis.ethz.ch/


Last advice

Please read your @student.ethz.ch emails

respect the deadlines for (de)registration for your
− courses
− study plan
− examinations
− etc.

attend events and interact with peers
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Questions?

Brigitte Marti, Mobility Advisor

CAB H 36.1
+41 44 633 71 26
mobility@inf.ethz.ch
Mo–Thu
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Today’s programme

− Introduction to the Department of Computer Science (D-INFK)

− Your study plan, research projects, final documents

− Questions

− 13h00 Campus tour by computer science students
with exchange students from EPFL (joint MSc in Cyber Security)
meeting point: outside this lecture hall
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