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SLAVIC STUDIES, BALAS
for the degree of Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts & Sciences Major in Slavic 
Studies

Students must select one concentration in consultation with an 
academic advisor. Students in all concentrations must complete a) 6 
hours of language beyond the second year, and b) 24 hours of literature 
and culture courses.

• Major in Slavic Studies, Czech Studies concentration (http://
catalog.illinois.edu/undergraduate/las/slavic-studies-balas/czech-
studies/)

• Major in Slavic Studies, Polish Studies Concentration (http://
catalog.illinois.edu/undergraduate/las/slavic-studies-balas/polish-
studies/)

• Major in Slavic Studies, Russian Language, Literature, & Culture 
Concentration (http://catalog.illinois.edu/undergraduate/las/slavic-
studies-balas/russian-language-literature-culture/)

• Major in Slavic Studies, South Slavic Studies Concentration (http://
catalog.illinois.edu/undergraduate/las/slavic-studies-balas/south-
slavic-studies/)

• Major in Slavic Studies, Ukrainian Studies Concentration (http://
catalog.illinois.edu/undergraduate/las/slavic-studies-balas/ukranian-
studies/) 

Unlike the major in Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies, which 
has a multidisciplinary area studies and current affairs focus, the major 
in Slavic Studies emphasizes the study of language, literature, and 
culture in their historical context. Students develop intensive cultural 
literacy and communication skills through humanities-oriented training, 
and many go on to careers in writing and editing, media, or work with 
international cultural foundations and organizations. The major is an 
excellent preparation for law school, business school, or other graduate 
study, as well as careers in the N.G.O. world, teaching, or research.

5 Year BALAS/MA in Slavic Studies 
(Russian Language, Literature & Culture 
or Polish Studies concentrations) and 
European Union Studies
The Department of Slavic Languages & Literatures with the European 
Union Center offers a 5-year BALAS/MA degree program in Slavic Studies 
(Russian Language, Literature & Culture or Polish Studies concentrations) 
and the Master of Arts in European Union Studies (MAEUS). In order 
to be admitted to this degree program, students apply through a joint 
application process to their BALAS -granting program and the European 
Union Center during their third year of studies. Requirements for this 
degree program are identical to those for the stand-alone BALAS and for 
the stand-alone MAEUS. Students will receive both degrees when the 
requirements are met for the degrees; the BALAS and MA degrees will be 
conferred separately and independently. More detailed information may 
be obtained from department and EUC offices.

for the degree of Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts & Sciences Major in Slavic 
Studies

1. Proficiency in the target language associated with the major track of 
at least intermediate high level on the ACTFL scale, with some control 
of advanced low functions.

2. Improved and effective writing and communication skills in the 
English language.

3. Coherent knowledge and functional grasp of the culture(s) and 
history(ies) of the region or regions and peoples targeted by the major 
track.

4. Analytical and interpretive abilities making use of the critical tools 
and methodologies taught in our courses of literary and cultural 
study.

for the degree of Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts & Sciences Major in Slavic 
Studies

Department of Slavic Languages & Literatures (http://
www.slavic.illinois.edu) 
Slavic faculty (http://www.slavic.illinois.edu/directory/faculty/) 
slavic@illinois.edu

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
(https://las.illinois.edu/)
overview of college admissions & requirements: LAS admissions 
information (http://catalog.illinois.edu/schools/las/)

Information listed in this catalog is current as of 03/2026
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