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European Exchange Application Guide 

Welcome!  We are delighted that you are considering spending a year abroad studying with a partner 

university.  This guide is for European Exchange ς 5ǳǊƘŀƳΩǎ full-year exchange programme at 

European partner universities.  If you are interested in working abroad in the form of a Global 

Internship or Placement Year, please visit the Global Opportunities homepage for more information: 

Global Opportunities. 

Please note: MLaC students please liaise directly with the School of Modern Languages and Cultures 

Year Abroad team, to whom you submit your application. 
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1.0 General Information about European Exchange 
 

The European Exchange Programme is for exchanges with our European partners.  !ƭƭ ƻŦ 5ǳǊƘŀƳΩǎ 

European partner universities can be found here: Europe.  Places at these universities are awarded 

using a competitive application process, described below. 

The purpose of this document is to guide students from all Departments except MLaC through the 

application process.  MLaC students must apply through the School of Modern Languages. 

Kindly note, you will first apply for a place through the Durham University European Exchange 

programme and, should you be successfully allocated one of your choices, you will subsequently apply 

to your host institution. 

 

1.1 Am I eligible to apply? 
The European Exchange programme is open to students from to all degrees.  Applicants must, 

however: 

�x be in their second year; 

o Physics and Computer Science are an exception to this. Physics students have the 

flexibility to apply for the year abroad in any application period after their first year. 

Computer Science students are able to apply in their second or third year. Students 

should speak to their Departmental Exchange Coordinator if unsure.  

�x have a first year average of 55% or above*. 

Please note: 

�x Students who have received an offer of a non-European exchange place must contact the 

Global Opportunities Team to formally withdraw from the non-European  programme before 

making an European application. Students who fail to do this will be considered ineligible for 

the European exchange programme and will not be offered a place. This is to ensure that 

students do not hold two offers of year abroad places at the expense of others who cannot 

receive an offer owing to limited places. 

�x the application process is competitive; therefore, you are not guaranteed a place; 

�x some partners may set their grade entry requirements at higher percentage than 55%.  A 

European exchange ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

o *Owing to partner entry requirements, Law requires a first year average of 60% or 

above 

�x some exchange places have language requirements. Please check their programmes to ensure 

that you have the language qualifications to participate. 

 

1.2 When will I go abroad? 
The exchange process works as follows: 

�x Apply during your second year; 

�x Study abroad during your third year; 

�x Return to Durham University for your fourth year. 

Please note: Exchanges are for the full academic year. With the exception of MLaC students, students 

cannot study for only a single semester at a partner university. 



https://www.durham.ac.uk/global-durham/global-opportunities/go-study-abroad/departmental-exchange-coordinators/





https://www.durham.ac.uk/media/durham-university/research-/research-centres/centre-for-foreign-language-study/downloads/CEFR.pdf
https://www.durham.ac.uk/media/durham-university/research-/research-centres/centre-for-foreign-language-study/downloads/CEFR.pdf




https://www.durham.ac.uk/global-durham/global-opportunities/go-study-abroad/departmental-exchange-coordinators/
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2.1.3 How to Download Your Statement of Marks 
Your Statement of M
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- A screenshot showing the internet is down will need to be backed up with the Word 

document timestamp (which can be saved on your local drive without the internet). 

This is to demonstrate that no advantage can be gained by post-deadline editing. 

- A Word document timestamp will need to be backed up with a screenshot showing 

the internet is down at or before the submission deadline. This demonstrates that an 

applicant has not simply neglected to submit in time. 

3) You have sent a doc copy of your personal statement by email to the Global Opportunities 

Team within 12 hours of the application deadline. 

If you are granted an extension, we will get in touch with you to instruct you on the next steps. You 

will need to make sure you submit your application during the allocated time slot. Failure to submit 

your application during the allocated time slot will result in your application not being accepted. 

 

2.3 Departmental Approval 
Once your application has been submitted, it will be sent to your Departmental Exchange Coordinator 

for approval.  This is to ensure that there are sufficient modules in your subject for a full-year workload 

at your choice of universities. It is your responsibility, via your own research, to ensure the partner 

university is able to deliver appropriate modules for your degree subject that meet the full course 

load requirement. 

 

 
Since academic approval is a requirement, we strongly recommend that you speak to your 
Departmental Coordinator prior to making an application. Indeed, for Replacement Year students 
this is a requirement to ensure grades can be transferred. 
 

 

3.0 Allocation of Places 
 

Prior to allocation, any applications that are not approved by Departmental Exchange Coordinators 

will be withdrawn. 

3.1. Departmental Places 
Departmental Exchange Coordinators assess your application and allocate you one of your chosen 

universities, if possible. When making allocations, Coordinators may take a combination the following 

into account:  

�x academic performance (see below); 

�x language requirements; 

�x person statements and; 

�x the ability to place the greatest number of students at partners. 

 

3.2. Institution-wide Places 
If you have applied for an institution-wide link, those choices will be considered centrally by the 

International Office in conjunction with your Coordinator, taking into account any departmental 

choices you have provided.  Predominantly institution-wide allocations are made using academic 

https://www.durham.ac.uk/global-durham/global-opportunities/go-study-abroad/departmental-exchange-coordinators/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/global-durham/global-opportunities/go-study-abroad/departmental-exchange-coordinators/
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performance alone, however, the ability to place the greatest number of students at partners may 

also be considered. 

 

3.3. Academic Performance 
Academic Performance Academic scores are taken from your first-year performance relative to your 

class-peers for each module taken. The score for each module is then combined to produce an average 

ranking relative to your peers. 

�x This removes any bias towards departments who may have marked exams more generously 

but subsequently moderated with high grade boundaries for degree classification. 

�x The ranking takes into account module credit size. 

�x The ranking excludes marks where concession have been raised.  

The data for scores is taken from the Academic Office records. The Global Opportunities Team can 

only accept the scores provided by them. 

 

3.4 Notification of outcomes 
The International Office will inform students of the outcomes of all applications via email. The 

estimated timeframe for receiving your outcome is early March. 

 

4.0 What Happens Next? 
 

4.1 If successful 
You will be nominated by Durham to the host university. Thereafter, you will have to apply to the host 

ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ όǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ȅƻǳύ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 5ǳǊƘŀƳΩǎ ǇǊŜ-departure process. 

 

4.2 If unsuccessful 
You are unable to undertake a study exchange. If you are interested in completing an alternative 


