


10  Religious Studies (RELIG ST)

RELIG ST/ASIAN  236 — ASIA ENCHANTED: GHOSTS, GODS, AND
MONSTERS
3 credits.

Explores how different cultures in Asia conceive of and relate to the
monstrous, ghostly, and divine, both in the past and in the contemporary
world. These themes are approached from a range of different disciplinary
perspectives, including religious studies, literature, anthropology, and
history.
Requisites: None
Course Designation: Gen Ed - Communication Part B 
Breadth - Humanities 
Level - Elementary 
L&S Credit - Counts as Liberal Arts and Science credit in L&S
Repeatable for Credit: No
Last Taught: Spring 2026
Learning Outcomes: 1. Consider the cultural and personal functions of
depictions of gods, ghosts, and monsters, both in the past and the present
day. 
Audience: Undergraduate

2. Practice writing and oral presentations in a variety of forms for a variety
of purposes, including critical use and proper citation of primary and
secondary sources. 
Audience: Undergraduate

3. Practice research skills on previously unfamiliar topics, gaining skills in
using both on-campus and online resources. 
Audience: Undergraduate

4. Be introduced to different approaches a variety of humanities
disciplines (including anthropology, art history, history, film studies, folklore
studies, literature, and religious studies) take to the course subject matter. 
Audience: Undergraduate

5. Use the course subject matter to improve their knowledge of the
cultural geography of Asia. 
Audience: Undergraduate

RELIG ST/LITTRANS/MEDIEVAL  253 — OF DEMONS AND
ANGELS. DANTE'S DIVINE COMEDY
3 credits.

Have you ever wondered about human nature? What is our place in this
world? Through readings, videos, and original images, explore and discuss
Dante's answers from one of the greatest world literary classics, his Divine
Comedy. From Hell, through Purgatory to Paradise, we will travel together
with Dante in a universal tale of the journey of the human soul. Along the
way, learn about Dante, his life and his works, development of literary
history, historical and socio-political context of medieval Europe, the
Mediterranean and the Middle East. Make connections that cross today's
geographic and cultural lines in an exploration of literary topics, the history
of ideas, and shared history, pondering universal concepts and patterns in
the development of civilization that can still be observed today.
Requisites: Sophomore standing
Course Designation: Breadth - Literature. Counts toward the Humanities
req 
Level - Intermediate 
L&S Credit - Counts as Liberal Arts and Science credit in L&S
Repeatable for Credit: No
Last Taught: Spring 2026
Learning Outcomes: 1. Learn about Dante Alighieri, his life, and works 
Audience: Undergraduate

2. Understand medieval civilization and its human culture(s) 
Audience: Undergraduate

3. Describe literary, historical, cultural concepts and phenomena 
Audience: Undergraduate

4. Analyze from multiple perspectives a text, a situation, a context 
Audience: Undergraduate

5. Synthesize information acquired from primary and secondary sources 
Audience: Undergraduate

6. Learn the dangers of anachronism 
Audience: Undergraduate

RELIG ST/ENVIR ST  270 — THE ENVIRONMENT: RELIGION &
ETHICS
3-4 credits.

What are sources on which members of religious communities draw
in order to understand and address environmental change? Explores
how religious persons and communities confront global environmental
questions and challenges today, with case studies drawn from culturally
and religiously plural societies such as India and Indonesia. Introducing
diverse varieties of Christianity, Islam, and Hindu and Buddhist systems,
gives overview of some approaches in the environmental humanities
related to philosophy, history, sociology and anthropology, and ethics.
Requisites: Sophomore standing
Course Designation: Breadth - Humanities 
Level - Intermediate 
L&S Credit - Counts as Liberal Arts and Science credit in L&S
Repeatable for Credit: No
Last Taught: Spring 2026


